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In the month of January, 1793, Mr. Secretary Dundas moved 
in the Houſe of Commons, that the THREE following 
important REPORTS of the ExPORT-TRADE from 
GREAT BRITAIN % the EasT INDIES, might be laid 
before that Houſe ; he conſidered the ſubject to be of the 
greateſt conſequence, and that theſe Reports would afford 
the Public the beſt means of forming a judgment on the 
great queſtion, which ſoon, he ſaid, muſt be brought under 
e reſpedting the Company's Charter. The following 
is an Authentic Copy of theſe Reports, becauſe a thorough 
and accurate knowledge of this great Export-Trade, is 
highly intereſting to all the Merchants and Manufacturers 
of Great Britain and Ireland, the Proprietors of India 
| Stock, Sc. ic. To which we have added, Mr. Secretary 
Dundas's Letter to Mr. Baring; together with a conciſe 
Statement of the Eaſt India Eon any's Income, and the 
Heads of their Agreement for a New Charter. 8 


OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE (APPOINTED BY THE COURT 
OF DIRECTORS TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE 
EXPORT TRADE FROM GREAT BRITAIN TO THE EAST 


INDIES) LAID BEFORE THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE 
LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF PRIVY COUNCIL, AP- 


POINTED FOR ALL MATTERS RELATING TO TRADE 


AND FOREIGN PLANTATIONS; WITH AN APPENDIX: 
' DATED THE 1/ AND 7H⁰ of SEPTEMBER, 1791. 


| NF OUR Committee, in entering upon the objects of their ap- 


4 pointment, have read, and attentively conſidered, the Report 
to the Court of Directors on the 29th June laſt, of a conference 


| held on the 24th of that month with the Right Honourable the 


Lords of the Committee of Privy Council, appointed for all 
matters e to trade and foreign plantations; they have 
alſo cauſed to be laid before them, minutes of ſuch communi- 


_ cations as have paſſed from time to time between their Lord- 


hips and the Company's officers. 


B It 


6 PARLIAMENTARY Commoxs. 


It appears to be the deſire of their Lordſhips, to receive from 
the Court of Directors every information that can be procured 
reſpecting exports of the produce and manufacture of Great 
Britain to India; and the probability of increaſing the amount 
of thoſe exports, under any mode that can be deviſed, and ſubject 
to ſuch regulations as may be hereafter agreed upon. 

For the purpoſe of complying in the fulleſt manner with the 


requeſt of their Lordſhips, your Commuttee apprehend it will 
be neceſſary to ſtate, 


1ſt. The quantity and value in England of the ſeveral articles 
exported by the Company to India, and the profit or lols 

on the ſale of thoſe articles in that country. 

2d. Such information as can be procured reſpecting the ex- 
ports in private trade, allowed to the commanders and 
_ officers of the Company s ſhips, and the particular articles 
which compoſe that export. 


3d. Such information as can be procured reſpefling illicit 
trade to the Eaſt Indies. 
4th. The beſt means of computing the quantity of tonnage 
_ unoccupied on board the Company” s ſhips, on the outward- 
bound voyage. 6 
5th. The Company's endeavours to increaſe and extend the 
bo _ conſumption of Britiſh manufactures and produce in the 
_ Eaſt Indies, and to add new articles of that deſcription to 
the liſt of exports; the reſult of thoſe endeavours, and the 
reaſons to be aſſigned for their ſucceſs or failure. 
Finally. To ſubmit to the Court ſuch remarks as occur re- 
 ſpetiing the exports to Ind:a by the Company, and by 


| ideals: and the beſt means that can be deviſed for 
extending the ſame. 


Nas Commitios conceive that it will in few eder be 
19 y to extend their enquiries concerning the Company's 
exports further back than the ſeaſon 1784-5 ; the reſtoration of 
peace then enabled the Company to purſue with increaſed effect 
that regular ſyſtem of, commerce, which comprehended among 


its principal objects the extenſion of the Export. trade of this 
country. 


F [RST. -—The Quantity 4 Value of the Company's s. 
EXPORTS, with the Profit and Loſs thereon. 


Conformably to the plan which your Committee thus pre- 
ſcribed to thernſelves, in the firſt place they directed the proper 
officers to lay before them accounts of exports, with the profit 
and loſs thereon, made up in the uſual manner. 


But 
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But the object in reference to your Committee at preſent, 
requires them to aſcertain as nearly as may be the actual amount 


chargeable on the exports. | 
Your Committee, after having maturely deliberated on this 


important branch of their inquiry, reſolved to prepare an ac- 


count of profit and Joſs on the Company's exports to India, 
founded on the tollowing data, which they conceive to be juſt 
and reaſonable ; vz. 
The charges of merchandize in England, one half per dent. 
Freight upon the Company's exports, at the rate of . 10 


per ton, in time of peace. 


Intereſt of money for two years, at 4 per cent. per annum. 
Premium of inſurance, at 3 per cent. to all parts of India. 
The charges on ſales in India (generally known by the title 


of import warehouſe charges) to be as follows; 022, = 


In Bengal — 3 per cent. 
Madras — 5 per cent. 
Bombay e per cent. 


The rate of exchange to be the ſame as is adopted i in the ac- 


counts annually preſented to Parliament; v2z. 
Bengal — m — 25, the current rupee. 
Madras — 86. the pagoda. 
Bombay — 2 5. 3d. the rupee. 


With reſpect to che article of cuſtom houſe duties charged to 
individuals on imports at the ſeveral e v. 


oy — 4 uber cent. 
Madras — 5 per cent. 
Bombay  — 9 per cent. on ſteel, iron, 


lead, copper, and tin, and 6 per cent on other articles, your 


Committee do not take them into conſideration on the preſent 


_occaſion. 


In deciding upon the principles proper to form the account 


of profit and loſs, your Committee are convinced they att up to 


the wiſhes and intentions of the Court of Directors, while in 
all matters where the doubt of eſtimate will permit, they ſuffer 
the balance of advantage to preponderate in favour of the export 


of the produce and manufactures of this country. 


Having agreed upon the principles on which the accounts of 
profit and loſs were to be formed, and communicated their 


reſolutions thereon to the proper officers, the ſaid accounts were 
accordingly prepared, and laid before your Committee; copies 
| thereof will be found in the Appendix, No. 1. 


From theſe accounts it will appear as follows: 


_ | By 
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By the Sales of Europe Goods in BENGAL, it appears, 


That in the 
SEASON 


Woollens were 


ſold amounting 


10 


Leaving a 
nett profit on 


Nett loſs on 
the firſt 
coſt. 


— — 


1784-5 


1785-56 


1786-7 


1787-8 | 
1789-90 


| 240,251 | 


Nett loſs for ſix years on woollens 


| METALS. | 


1783-4 
1784-5 


1785-6 | 


1786-7 
1787-8 


1789-90 


1783-4 | £.26,661 


64,391 
54,923 


$9,270 j — 
1347 
2,767 


39,590 


34.410 


| the firſt coſt. | 


— 
— 
— 


. 4,885 | 

FVV 
235328 
| 91992 1 | 


—_— — 


r 


4. 79,222 


FE. 
17.9344 
1,487 


3-114 | 


£2,313 | 
105,297 | — 


29.576 
3,114 | 


— 
C. 26,462 


1.433.746 


22,874 
Nett profit for ſix years 7 


on metals KL 4.917 


— ö 


ck 


to 
UC 


bk 
O m5 Om © 


0 by: 


[Or per cent. 
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At MADRAS. 
| ' SEASONS, een ſold. | Nett profit, Nett loſs. Percent. 
1783•4 . 26,983 „ 2 
84 5 24,225 1,489 | — 78 
86-7 097-41 WS 
878 | 22,974 1,141 | — 67 
88-9 | 21,610 843 — 5 * 
14,63 4.663 21 
| 24 
5 4,550 4 [Nett profit on woollens. 
METALS. | | 
1783-4 | £:53917 C. 1091 | — 274 
8435 45-995. |. — |£+-:2.995 7 
| 85-6 78,065 — 1 78 
86-7 23,288 — 1.913 93 
87.8 32,207 — "4 477 12858 
889 | $50,980 8,037 1 Þ IS 
{ . 284,928 I 9,128 10,108 
je, | 9,128 
. 980 |Nett loſs on 
7 ( 


- b. * 
— — — — — ꝗAA 4 ·˙ 1G ” 
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At BOMBAY. 
SEASONS. Woollens fold. Profit Loſs. Per cent. 
17845 LC. 8831 | — 2,249 | 292 
85-6 | $59,995 | — 10 987 18.07 
66-7 | 37,584 | 2,099 | 6.99 
59899444 2.943 57 
889 10, 281 — 986 104 
89-90 18,899 | — 812 47 
|L£-194534 | 2.099 | 17,977 | 
| | | 2 099 f ; 
Wett loſs for 6 years on woollens - £ 15.578 
METALS. 
1784-5 . 23,750 L. 867 _ OO. 
86-7 | 74,816 3.359 6.03 
87-8 934977 2,184 — 852 
88-9 | 66,831 0,333 Tom 1476 
89-90 | 4480. | _ 2 38 3 
13 Fo 291,334 | 12,743 | 6 $05 
6,805 
Neit profit for 6 years 1 5 
on a metals e 5008 
GENERAL 
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GENERAL ABSTRACT. 
WOOLLENS. METALS. 


q—ꝛ — 


* — 6—— 


Profit. Loſs. Profit. Loſs. 


Bengal = — 26, 462 4,917 


Madras = 4, 550 — = e 
Bombay = '— 15.878 5,938 
7 5 4,550 42,340 10,855 980 Nett loſſes 
? Nett loſs on 5h on exports 
woollens in þ 37,799 Nett pro. on! 8 Lin 6 years, 
(Tu ſix years = met. in 6 V. 9875 i £27915, or 
” | £4652.10s 


I per annum. 


Le 42, 340 | C. 10,8 95 


; SeconD. —EXPORTS in PRIVATE TRADE allowed 
h . to Commanders and Officers. | 5 
4 


The next object to which your Committee turned their atten- 
tion, was the Private Trade of the commanders and officers of 
ſhips employed in the Company's ſervice. Thoſe perſons are 

= | permitted to occupy a certain proportion of the tonnage, 
SF freight-free, according to their reſpective rank. pn 
= | The tonnage allowed on the outward-bound voyage to the 
commanders and officers of ſhips of 755 tons burthen and up- 
wards, amounts to 87 tons per ſhip. In ſmaller ſhips the al- 
lowance is proportionably diminiſhed. See Appendix, No. 2. 
The Company reſerving to themſelves the excluſive export 
of cloth, woollens, copper, military and warlike ſtores, clocks, 
toys, or other articles ornamented with jewels, and bullion ; all 
other articles of commerce have remained free for the com- 
manders and officers to chuſe ſuch as they may deem the moſt 
profitable. jj 
Exery commander and officer muſt, in a written application 
to hs Gavel of Directors, ſtate the tonnage and value of the 
ſeveral articles which he ſolicits their permiſſion to export under 
the above-mentioned indulgence in private trade. TY | 
ac 
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Had thoſe applications contained a true ſpecification of the 
tonnage and value of the goods propoſed to be ſent to India, 
„our Committee might have been enabled to furniſh the Lords 
of the Committee of Privy Council with material information ; 
it would have gone very far in affording grounds for computing 


the extent of any probable augmentation of Britiſh exports to 
the eaſt 


But your Committee are informed, that the private trade ſo 
carried to India conſiderably exceeds; both in tonnage and 
value, the amount of privilege granted by the court. And this 
exceſs; is, as they are informed, ſo different with reſpect to va- 
rious hips, and ſo fluctuating, as to baffle all computation. | 

Deprived of full information on this important point, your 


Committee will not hazard any conjettures as to the amount of 


the exports in private trade; they muſt content themſelves 


with ſtating to the Court ſuch facts as have come to their know- 


9 
The Articles of which the Export it in Private Trade conſiſts, 
are, viz. 
A Confectionary Millinery Snuff 
Bar Iron Copper Mathematical Sadlery 
Bulgia Hides Drugs and Muſical Steel 
Brandy Earthen Ware Inſtruments Sheet Lead 
Beer Furs Mutec Smats 
Boots & Shoes Glaſs Ware Orſidew Sword Blades 
Braziery Gunpowder Oi! _ Stationary 
Buntin _ Glaſs Beads Perry ShipcChandlery 
Block Tin Ginſeng Painters Co- Turnery 
Cyder Grapnals > 008g Fm Ware 
| Cherry Brandy Gold Thread Plated Ware Pig Lead 
Canvas Gold Lace Plate Glaſs Rod Iron 
Cutlery. HFHaberdaſhery Perfumery Tin Plates 
Cards Hats „ Pikes Wine 
Cordage Hoſiery Pruſſian Blue Wooden Toys 


Cabinet Ware Hardware Prints Window Glaſs 
Clocks lronmongery Quickſilver Wrought Plate 


Cochineal Lines & Twine mam and 


| Carriages Lead Shot Red Lead White Lead 


Carpets. Mancheſter Remnants of 


Cloth Cuttings Goods Cloths 


The 
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The eſtimated amount of thoſe exports, founded on the 


quantity actually regiſtered in the applications to the Court 
from the commanders and officers, is as follows; viz. 


In the year 1784 E. 110,410 


21785 = nets 139,280 
Go >: ..- 1540 
* 8 122,499 
17880 - = = = = 118,930 
VV 118,310 
17000 = =» 124,050 


In addition to the articles of private export already enume- 
rated, a large allowance ſhould probably he made for naval and 
military ſtores. This will be more fully diſcuſſed hereafter. 
The victualling bill and ſtores allowed to the commander of 
each ſhip, although very conſiderable, and more than ſufficient 
for the voyage, your Committee apprehend is very much ex- 
ceeded; and as it contains many articles of manufacture, &c. 
which would in all probability not be carried by ſhips of any 
other deſcription, at leaſt to ſuch an extent, a copy of the ſame 
will be found in the Appendix, No. g. © 5 | 
If it can be admitted that the exceſs of exports in private 
trade, over and above the quantity and value ſtated to the Court, 
is nearly in the ſame proportion in each year, a curious fact 
offers itſelf, well worth attention: 3 5 
The value in the year 1785 is large; in 1786 it is augment- 
ed; and was conſiderable in 1787. 
On the 25th of November 17 89, a petition was preſented 
from the commanders of the ſhips arrived in that year from 
Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, in behalt of themſelves and their 
officers, repreſenting, that in conſequence of the markets in 
India having been over-ſtocked, they had ſuffered in many in- 
ſtances almoſt to ruin, by the ſale of their inveſtments from 
Europe; they therefore prayed the Court to remit the pay- 
ment of the Company's duties in India on their inveſtments. 
The governments of Bengal and Madras had been ſatisfied 
of the truth of theſe allegations, and the hardſhip of the caſe; 
and the Court, entertaining the ſame opinion, reſolved to com- 
ply with the petition. ih 5 
Such inſtances are rare, and may therefore be admitted as 
ſome teſt of the real ſtate of the Indian markets. 
For when the value of the exports in the years 1785, 6, and 
7, is compared with any former or ſubſequent period, it 18 
matter of ſurprize that an exceſs, ſo comparatively trifling, 


{ſhould over flock the Indian markets; and that a dimunition 
VOI. II, C ſo 
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ſo inconſiderable in the ſucceeding years ſhould bring thoſe 


markets to their proper level. 


In conſequence of a plan propoſed by David Scott, Eſq. for 


Improving and extending the commercial concerns of the Com- 


pany, a report was made on the 19th Auguſt 1789, by a Com- 
mittee appointed to conſider the ſame. That Conmittee in 
their report recommended to the Court to offer to the com- 


manders of the reſpective ſhips all ſurplus tonnage whatſoever, 
under certain conditions; the Company however reſerving to 


themſelves, excluſively, che articles of woollens, copper, mili- 


tary and warkke {tores. The Court of Direftors relolved to 


comply with the recommendation of the Committee. Public 


notice of the Court's reſolutions was given in the Gazette, and 


in the other public papers. A copy is annexed, together with 
an account of the eſtimated additional tonnage exported by the 
commanders and officers nee to that period, See A- | 
3 No. 4. 


. Tan. —II LI CIT TRADE. 


The Illicit Trade, properly ſo termed, conſiſts in the export 
of goods on board the Company's ſhips, contrary to prohibi- 
tion, and alſo on ſhips fitted out in the ports of theſe kingdoms 


for India, by individuals, without the licence of the Company. 
For your Con d preſume that the export of Britiſh 


manufaQures and produce by foreigners, in foreign ſhips, and 


from foreign ports, cannot be exactly compreherided under the 
deſcription of illicit trade. Should a Britiſh ſubjett have an 


Intereſt therein, it 18 the perſon that renders the meaſure ob- 


jectionable. 


It will be impoſſible to diſcuſs fully the objects 5 this report, 
without taking thele points into conſideration: your Committee 
will ſtate the beſt opinion they can form thereon, ariſing indeed 
chiefly from conjecture; for here your Committee are deprived 
of materials ſo correct as thoſe on which they hope it will be 


found other parts of this report are grounded. 
With regard to the quantity and value of illicit trade on 


board the Company's ſhips, and the articles of which it conſiſts, 
no certain information can be obtained. 
But your Committee have been enabled to procure the ma- 
- nifeſls of two ſhips fitted out from this country by individuals, 
in order to proceed to India without the Company's licence.— 
Copies of theſe manifeſts form No. 5, in the Appendix. 


If any general principle can be aſcertained from the particu- 


lars of the two cargoes above. mentioned, it is, that a very ſmall 
part 
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part in bulk and value conſiſt in manufactures; the remaining 
articles of which thoſe cargoes are compoled, are conſidered in 
various parts of this report. . 

Your Committee preſume that the whole of the illicit trade 
may be claſſed under the heads of 
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Naval Stores, and 
Military Stores. 


Manufactures, 


Metals, 


FOURTH.—-TONNAGE unoccupied on the Company's 
| | Outward-bound Ships. 1 


Your Committee have ſtated the beſt information that can be 
procured, relative to the quantity and value of the exports to 
India, in the produce and manufactures of this country: it now 


becomes neceſſary to examine the quantity of tonnage unoccu- 
pied in the ſhips, by which thoſe exports are conveyed. 


And here your Committee mult obſerve, that of the charter- 
ed tonnage of each ſhip, the Company reſerve to themſelves a 
proportion, on which no freight outwards is charged; this is 
denominated free tonnage, and does not include the privilege 
of the commander and ofhcers. 5 | 5 
For the remainder of the ſhip's tonnage, or ſo much thereof 
as ſhall be occupied, the owners are paid freight, at the rate of 
5 {. per ton, under the denomination of ſurplus tonnage. 

The preſent object of the Committee's reſearch being con- 


fined to India, they have, in the following ſtatement, omitted 
the tonnage of ſhips proceeding to China direct. The number 


of thoſe ſhips, in each ſeaſon, will however be found in a ſepa- 
rate column. _ „ | 


| | Cons car- Private | No, of 
85 No. I tied on | trade, Total Tons ſhips 
Seaſon. | of | Tons | Compa- eſtimat. | tons | charter- tor 
155 Ships. | free, | ny's ac- at 87 tons carried. ed. China 
| count. per ſhip. | I direct. 
1784 16 | 9,206] 7,188 1,392 8,575 12,089 10 
1785 27 15,30 10, 876 2,349 13,325 20,100| 15 
1786 25 | 15,125] 12,122 2,175 14,297 19,874] 8 
1787 28 | 17,715] 18,066 2,436 20,502 23,291] 2 
1788 2313, 108 13,216 2,001 13,217 19,860} 8 
1789 2516, 430 14.948 2,175 | 17, 1230 21,600] 5 
1790 24 | 16,571 ad 2,088 18 21, 86 None. 
| | 1 
C 2 


5 
— 
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In the above ſtatement, the full extent of allowed private 
trade privilege is computed as actually carried; it may be ob- 
jected to this, that in the avowed uncertainty, as to the amount 
of private trade exports, poſſibly the full tonnage granted may 
not always have been occupied : ſuppoſing the fact to exiſt 
(which your Committee do not believe is the caſe) it will be 
remembered that the Company's faith is pledged to the com- 
mander and officers of each ſhip for a ſpecific indulgence in 
tonnage, which cannot be otherwiſe appropriated ; therefore in 
forming a calculate of ſpare tonnage, the whole extent of that 
indulgence ought to be conſidered as filled. 5 
HBeſides, your Committee have already ſtated as their opinion, 


that 87 tons per ſhip is far below the quantity really carried. 


If it ſhall appear poſſible to augment the export of Britiſh 
manufactures and produce on board the Company's ſhips taken 


up in the regular mode, the means of conveying the exports 


muſt be found either in the ſurplus tonnage before mentioned, 
or by altering the deſtination of ſhips intended for China direct, 
and conſigning them to touch at Bombay and Madras in their 
way thithe , „ ns pO 
The nature and importance of the Company's Trade with 


China render it neceſſary for one ſhip of the ſeaſon to be diſ- 
patched thither direct, with remittances and early advices. The 
remainder, of the ſhips for China may touch at Bombay, or 


Madras, without further inconvenience than the payment of an 
additional freight and demorage. ne 


It will be eafily perceived, that during Peace there may be a 


quantity of ſpare tonnage ; but the caſe is totally the contrary 
in time of War, the military recruits for India then occupy ſo 


great a ſpace on board the ſhips, that ſhould there be even a 
moderate fleet in India, the whole of the Company's remaining 
tonnage is not ſufficient to carry nearly the quantity of naval 
and military ſtores neceſſary for the operations of war; and 


inſtances have occurred when the Company, for the conveyance 


of their exports to India, have been obliged to engage a quantity 


of tonnage conſiderably larger than what it could be ſuppoſed 


ſhould be returned filled with import cargoes, even under the 
moſt languine expettations. „„ | 


FIrTH.—For the Purpoſe of aſcertaining what Endea- 
vours have been uſed by the Company at Home and 
Abroad, to encreaſe and extend the CONSUMP- 
TION of BRITISH MANUFACTURES, ſome 

detail becomes neceſlary, r. 
The Court of Directors had reaſon to be very much diſſatis- 
fed with the conduct of the Board of Trade in Bengal, who, 


as 
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as inſtituted in the year 1774, correſponded directly with them; 
in conſequence the Court formed a new plan for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a board at each of the Prefidencies, whoſe correſpon- 
dence with them was to pals through the medium of the re- 
ſpective governments. The. firſt inſtructions for the proceedings 


of the ſeveral boards were tranſmitted to India in the year 
1786. | = 


This period therefore bounds the reſearches of your Com- 
mittee in a certain degree. Some matters of importance will 
occaſionally be tound to claim a deviation from this rule. 
Should it be deemed neceſſary for your Committee to carr 
their inquiries further back than the period alluded to, there 
will be no difficulty in adducing numerous inſtances, to ſhew _ 


that the Company have ever paid the utmoſt attention to the 


export of Britiſh produce and manufacture. 


Further inſtructions, of the purport above mentioned, were 


likewiſe ſent at a later period, and accompanied with ſtrong 


recommendations to all the Preſidencies, to uſe every poſſible 
endeavour in promoting and extending the ſale of Europe 
goods, particularly the manufactures and produce of Great 


Britain; at the ſame time patterns were ſent of the different 
manufactures of Mancheſter, Norwich, and Halifax; the Pre- 
ſidencies were directed to examine the whole, to call for the beſt 
information and aſſiſtance that could be obtained, and to ac- 
quaint the Court of Directors of the reſult of their endeavours. 


It appears from the correſpondence, that all the Boards of 


Trade have conducted themſelves with alacrity, zeal, and abi— 
lity, for the purpoſe of fulfilling the wiſhes of the Court; they 


have not only endeavoured to promote a ſale for export goods 


at the ſeveral Preſidencies, but extended their views to foreign 
countries, either contiguous, or where a communication could 
be opened for this laudable purpoſe. 5 

The Government General of Bengal attempted to promote 


a trade with Aſſam, which it is much feared will ſcarcely ex- 


tend beyond the article of ſalt. f 
That government have been ſtill leſs fortunate in their efforts 
for many years to eſtabliſh a commercial intercourſe with 
Thibet, through the Bootan country. | | . 
Nor is their want of ſucceſs in theſe inſtances ſurprizing, 
when we advert to the obſtacles they have had to encounter on 
a ſimilar occaſion from the Rajah of Benares. | 
The Bengal government ſay, © The Rajah was, like moſt of 


* the chiefs of this country, too jealous of his own perſonal 


„importance to aſſent with ſincerity to rules, which included 
« the very neceſſary regulation of his own conduct; and too 


little capable of comprehending the ruinous conſequences to 


« his 


Hed with the conduct of the Board of Trade in Bengal, who, 


ß“ Coulots 


In the above ſtatement, the full extent of allowed private 
trade privilege is computed as actually carried; it may be ob- 


jected to this, that in the avowed uncertainty, as to the amount 
of private trade exports, poſſibly the full tonnage granted may 
not always have been occupied: ſuppoſing the fact to exiſt 


(which your Committee do not believe is the caſe) it will be 
remembered that the Company's faith is pledged to the com 
mander and officers of each ſhip for a ſpecific indulgence in 
tonnage, which cannot be otherwiſe appropriated ; therefore in 
forming a calculate of ſpare tonnage, the whole extent of that 
indulgence ought to be conſidered as filled. 

Beſides, your Committee have already ſlated as their opinion, 
that 87 tons per ſhip is far below the quantity really carried. 

It it ſhall appear poſſible to augment the export of Britiſh 
manutactures and produce on board the Company's thips taken 
up 1n the regular mode, the means of conveying the exports 
muſt be found either in the ſurplus tonnage before mentioned, 
or by altering the deſtination of ſhips intended for China direct, 
and conſigning them to touch at Bombay and Madras in their 
way thither. 

The nature and importance of the Company's Trade with 
China render it neceſſary for one ſhip of the ſeaſon to be diſ- 
patched thither direct, with remittances and early advices. The 


remainder of the ſhips for China may touch at Bombay, or 


Madras, without further i inconvenience than the payment of an 
additional freight and demorage. 


It will be eaſily perceived, that during Peace there may be a 


quantity of ſpare tonnage ; but the caſe is totally the contrary 


in time of War, the military recruits for India then occupy fo 


great a ſpace on board the ſhips, that ſhould there be even a 


moderate fleet in India, the whole of the Company's remaining 
tonnage is not ſufficient to carry nearly the quantity of naval 
and military ſtores neceſſary for the operations of war; and 


inſtances have occurred when the Company, for the conveyance 


ot their exports to India, have been obliged to engage a quantity 


of tonnage conſiderably larger than what it could be ſuppoſed 


ſhould be returned filled with import cargoes, even under the 
moſt es expectations. 


FirTH,— For the Purpoſe of aſcertaining what Endea- 
vours have been uſed by the Company at Home and 
Abroad, to encreaſe and extend the CON SUM. 
TION of BRITISH MANUFACTURES, ſome. 

detail becomes neceſſary. 


The Court of Directors had reaſon to be very much a:fitis- 


. 


\ 
* 
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as inſtituted in the year 1774, correſponded directly with them; 
in conſequence the Court formed a new plan for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a board at each of the Preſidencies, whoſe correſpon- 
dence with them was to pals through the medium of the re- 
ſpective governments. The firſt inſtructions for the proceedings 
of the ſeveral boards were tranſmitted to India in the year 
1785 1 | 
[This period therefore bounds the reſearches of your Com- 
mittee in a certain degree. Some matters of importance will 
occaſionally be tound to claim a deviation from this rule. 

Should it be deemed neceſſary for your Committee to carry 
their! inquiries further back than the period alluded to, there 
will be no difficulty in adducing numerous inſtances, to ſhew 
that the Company have ever paid the utmoſt attention to the 
export of Britiſh produce and manufacture. 
Further inſtructions, of the purport above mentioned, were 
Iikewiſe ſent at a later period, and accompanied with ſtrong 
recommendations to all the Preſidencies, to uſe every pollible 

endeavour in promoting and extending the ſale of Europe 
goods, particularly the manufactures and produce of Great 
Britain; at the ſame time patterns were ſent of the different 
minafatures of Mancheſter, Norwich, and Halifax ; the Pre- 
ſidencies were directed to examine the whole: to call for the beſt 
information and aſſiſtance that could be obtained, and to ac— 
quaint the Court of Directors of the reſult of their endeavours. 
It appears from the correſpondence, that all the Boards of 
Trade have conducted themſelves with alacrity, zeal, and abi- 
lity, for the purpoſe of fulfilling the withes of the Court; they 
have not only endeavoured to promote a ſale for export goods 
at the ſeveral Preſidencies, but extended their views to foreign 
countries, either contiguous, or where a communication could 
be opened for this laudable purpoſe. 

The Government General of Bengal attempted to promote 
a trade with Aſſam, which it is much feared will ſcarcel ex- 

tend beyond the article falt. 

That government have been fill leſs fortunate in their efforts 
for many years to eſtabliſh a commercial intercourſe with 
Tiubet, through the Bootan country, 2 8 

Nor is their want of ſucceſs in theſe inſtances ſurprizing, 
when we advert to the obſtacles they have had to encounter on 
a ſimilar occaſion from the Rajah of Benares. 

The Bengal government ſay, © The Rajah was, like moſt of 
the chiefs of this country, too jealous of his own perſonal 
« importance to aſſent with ſincerity to rules, which included 
the very neceſſary regulation of his own condutt; and too 


little capable of comprehending the ruinous conſequences 2 
66 18 
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« his own private intereſt, which muſt ultimately. ariſe from an 
66 irregular and capricious ſyſtem of government.” 


The obſtacles experienced in the province of Oude, before 
the Commercial Treatv was concluded with the Vizier, are of 


another deſcription. The Bengal Board of Trade mention the 
difficulty of forming an eſtabliſhment, without either poſſeſ- 


ling an influence which would militate with the entiie free- 


country, or elſe being expoſed to the interruptions and injuries 

incident from the lawleſs ſubjetts of a weak government.” 
The Preſidency of Fort St. George Jooked chiefly to the 

Myſore country; and they ſtate very explicitly, that the great 


decreaſe in the ſale of woollens is to be attributed to the inter- 
courſe with that country in been ſtopped ſince the late 


War. 


taking cannot be known in England till next ſeaſon. 
Buſlora, and the other ſettlements ſubordinate to Bombay, 


have deen ſupplied with woollens from that Preſidency ; the. 


ſale in thoſe places muſt ever depend on the political ſtate of the 
government under which they exiſt, and the tranquillity of the 
country. The Court, in their letter to Bombay, of the 4th 


July 1777, noticing the ſituation of affairs in thoſe parts, ſay, 
We are very apprehenſive, when the Perſians find that the 


« merchants and inhabitants have no more money, they will 
begin with our ſervants, which happened ſome years palt, by 
*« which the Company were conſiderable ſufferers.” 


They tate, that they are diſpoſcd to withdraw their eſtabliſh- 


ments, having been ſo often deceived by the Phirmauns, that 


&© we have no expectation of redreſs.” 
If Buſſora is given up to the Turkiſh government, as 
40 before, we permit in ſuch caſe that a reſident be ſent there.” 


Bombay is well ſituated for cultivating a commercial inter- 


courſe with the populous and extenſive empire of the Marattas; 
this object was recommended by the Govenor General, in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, to the attention of Mr. Malet, the Reſident at 
Poonah, who appears to have entered into the inveſtigation with 
great ability and aſhduity, 

Mr. Malet, in his letter to the Governor General, dated Fes 


dom left to the Vizier, in the internal management of his 


A plan was : formed for eſtabliſhing ; a "cofnmiercial warehouſe _ 
at Tanjore; and the Court of Directors addreſſed a letter to the 
Rajah upon the ſubject; but Mr. Huddleſton, in the plan he 
originally propoſed, does not «pear to expect chat it can be 
carried to any extent. 
In conſequence of our late alliance with the Nizam, the 
Board of Trade at Madras are endeavouring to introduce 
| European articles into his dominions; the event of this under- 
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8th of Auguſt 1788, obſerves, that © the government of Bombay 
« have long enjoyed a dormant privilege of importing annually, 
« into the Maratta country, goods to the amount of one lack 
« and an half, duty-free, which he has mentioned to them, but 
* from their lilence concludes it cannot be an object Oy their 
„attention.“ 
The concluſion of this letter is very remarkable: Mr. Malet 
fays, “ IJ am inclined much to doubt the practicability of i improv- 
ing or extending our commerce, by any extraordinary means 

« adopted for that purpoſe; and as I believe the common courſe 
« of cauſes, arifing from the ſtate of ſociety, has already ope- 
« rated its utmoſt effects, and will continue ſo to do, ſo do L 
« think that an endeavour to improve or extend them, would 
rather tend to awaken jealouſy and ſuſpicion of our untentions, 
« than to anſwer the liberal end propoſed.” _ 

This letter is ſo important, and ſo juſtly deſcribes the difficul- 
ties to be apprehended in proſecuting our commercial purſuits, 
under the native governments, that your Committee have annex - 
ed an extract thereof in the Appendix, No. 6. 

With regard to the ſales made at the ſeveral Preſidencies 
within the period to which your Committee now limit their 
_ reſearches, and even during a great number of years previous 
| thereto, your Committee can give che Court no pleaſing intelli- 

ence. 

The advices from India on this fubjeRt preſenta tireſome nar- 
rative of circumſtances which prevent their progreſs, and a 
profit on the ſales; too often they even ſtate a total failure in 
the demand; that demand is ſo capricious, even for metals, but 
ſtill more for woollens, that neceſſity compels the Preſidencies 
to offer thoſe articles for ſale at limited prices, well knowing 
that any endeavour on their part to force a ſale, would be attended 
with the moſt ruinous conſequences.—So far from the Preſi- 
dencies being able to augment theſe ſales, they complain gene- 
rally of an evident decreaſe with reſpect to woollens of every 
denomination; at the ſame time they admit that the demand for 
metals had increaſed conſiderably, with a ane of being 
ſupported and even extended further. 

The letters from the import warehouſe- keepers | in an to- 
gether with the occaſional remarks of the boards of trade, will 
furniſh ample detail on the 1ubject of woollens ; it will appear 

that large quantities have remained for years in the Company” $ 

warehouſes unſold. 

On the 19th January 1789, the Preſident and Council of 
Fort St. George acquaint the Court, that after all their efforts, 
finding there remained on hand 781 bales of former years, and 
that 354 bales were b by the ſhips of the ſeaſon, they 
reſolved 
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reſolved to uſe every means in their power to promote a ſale, 
but they could find purchalers tor no more than 20 bales, and 


thoſe at a price under prime colt. 


As they could perceive no proſpect more Achranttigeetit, 
whilſt the communications with the Myſore country was ſuſ— 


pended, they agreed to ſend 352 bales to China. 


It appears, by a letter quoted on the Bombay conſultations, 
and dated the ioth November 1786, that the quantity of wool- 


lens cleared in the three preceding years, was no more than 


1,600 bales, or 533 bales annually, 

The government of Bombay, on the 24th Hecumbes 1789, 
enter fully into the ſubject of woollens, and expreſs much un- 
eaſineſs at ſeeing ſuch a quantity as 1,338 bales of cloth, and 
343 bales of long ells, . in the warehouſes, year after 
year; after ſtriving ine 
poſed to ſend a part of theſe goods round to Bengal; but as the 
ſtate of the markets there was equally unfavourable, this ſcheme 


Was abandoned. 

With reſpett to the patterns ſent to India in 1786, it appears 
to be the opinion, that none of them will anſwer for the general 
conſumption of the natives; but that ſome Mancheſter goods, 
to a trifling amount, might be fold; of this your Committee 


will ſpeak hereafter, 
For the purpoſe of aſcertaining with oreciGon how tr the 


Company have exerted themſelves in ſupplying the conſump- 


tion of woollens in India to its full extent, your Committee 


have annexed accounts to ſhew the quantity remaining on hand, 


the quantity exported, and the quantity ſold, for ſeveral years 
paſt. See Appendex, No. 7, No. 8, and No. 1. 


From theſe accounts it plainly appears, there has been at 


all times in warehouſe more than ſufficient to lupply the 


demand. 


The cauſes to which this anpromifing appearance on the ſale 


of Britiſh manufactures may be attributed, differ at the ſeveral 


: Preſidencies. In ſome inſtances theſe aſs are accidental, 


but it is much to be feared that the moſt material are perma- 


nent. 


The alteration in the rate of exchange for Bengal and Bom- 


bay, operates materially to the prejudice of the account ſales, 


when compared with thoſe of former years, particularly the re- 


duction of the Bengal current rupee from 25. 64. to 25.: as, 
however, two ſhillings will be found rather to exceed the real 
value of the rupee, there can be no reaſon for increaſing the 


Tate of exchange. | 
| The government of Bengal attribute the decay in this branch 
of our traffic, to the diſordered ſtate of the Upper Provinces ; 


10 


ectually to procure a ſale, it was pro- 
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To the burthenſome impoſts in Benares and Oude (on which 
we {hall obſerve hereafter); and 

To the injudicious and irregular mode of conducting ſales at 
the Preſidency :—This has ſince been remedied. 

The Government of Fort St. George ſtate, as a reaſon pecu- 
liar to that Preſidency, the communication with Myſore having 

ceaſed ſince the laſt war. 

The Preſident and Council of Bombay obſerve upon the de- 
cline of the demand from the Marattas, that the accoutrements 
for the Maratta cavalry are not now made of woollen cloth, as 
formerly, but of chintz. | 
An occaſional prejudice to this trade aroſe at all the Preſi- 
dencies from a circumſtance to which your Committee have 
alluded in a former part of this Report, viz. The increaſed im- 
portation 1n particular ſeaſons by the commanders and officers 
of the Company's ſhips, as well as by foreigners. This over- 
ſtocked the markets. 

But ſerious ground of e as to the ſueceſs of the 
vend for woollens in India, is to be found in an obſervation 
made by the Preſidency of Madras; ſpeaking of the natives, 
they ſay, « Their dreſs is ſo ſimple, and little ſubject to change, 
being obliged by the rules of their caſt and ſect to adhere to 
* a particular mode of apparel.” ““ 

__._ Your Committee feel ſo much 9 | in this ſubject, that 
they mult intreat the Courts attention to ſome further obſerva» 
tions they have to offer. 

From the tenor of the correſpondence reſpecting the various 
attempts made by the Preſidencies in India to promote a com- 
mercial intercourſe with the neighbouring powers, it is evident 
that a free intercourſe of that nature muſt be impracticable, if not 
eſtabliſhed on the faith of treaties, or under the protection of a 
military force. 

The latter alternative being out of the queſtion, your Com- 
mittee will conſider the effects derived to commerce from trea- 
ties with the native powers of Indoſtan. 

Your Committee have already ſtated, that the declining ſtate 
of your fales of Britiſh manufaRures in Bengal was partly attri- 
buted to the burthenſome impoſts in Benares and Oude. 

Since that period an arrangement has been formed with the 
Rajah of Benares, and Lord Cornwallis ſigned a commerical 
treaty with the Vizier on the 25th July, 1788, in conſequence 

of which all difficulties were expected to be removed. See Ap- 
bendix, No. g. 

The only articles of European manufaRures or produce 
enumerated among the exports from the Company's dominions 
to the Vizier's * (in the 5th article) are broad cloth, iron, 

Vor. II. D copper, 
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copper, and lead:” With reſpect to the manufattures of iron, 
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copper, and lead, and the cotton piece goods, allo mentioned in 


the liſt of thoſe exports, they are preſumed to be the manutac- 


tures of India. 
The gth article impoſes an additional duty upon all goods not 


previouſly ſpecified: The care and attention with which this 


treaty is drawn, leave no room to ſuppoſe that any European 
articles ſhould be rendered liable to this additional duty, as goods 


not ſpecified; and it may be fairly concluded that the Governor 
General conſidered broad cloth, iron, copper, and lead, as the 


only European articles of export to Oude and Furruckabad 


| worthy of attention. 


Your Committee naturally looked. to this treaty for a favour- 
able effect on the ſale of Europe goods in Bengal, and anxiouſly 
eruſed the letteis from that Preſidency ſubſequent to the con- 
cluſion of the treaty. They were diſappointed in finding no 


deviation from the complaining language of former advices; the 


difficulties of effetting a ſale formed the unceaſing topic. 


Great as the importance of this treaty is to the internal trade of 


India, it failed completely to produce an increaſed demand for 
the manufactures of Britain. 


Mr. Malet, in his letter of the 8th Auguſt 1788, above men- 
tioned, moſt ably and judicioully explains why the diſcuſſion of 


a commercial ſcheme at the Court of Poonah would be 1 inexpe- 
dient, and even dangerous. See Appendix, No. 6 

Little ſagacity 1 is wanting to diſcover the imprafiicability of a 
commerical intercourſe with the Myſore country.— The views 
of an India deſpot are altogether political; and ſuch has been the 
extreme jealouſy of the Engliſh nation entertained by Tippoo 
Sultan, that during the interval between the two wars, he not 
only prohibited the introduction of Britiſh manufaftures, but 
forbade his ſubjects to ſell us the produce of his own country. 

Your Committee are therefore ſatisfied that the ſale of Britiſh 


manufactures in the dominions of the native princes cannot be 


augmented, unleſs ſanctioned by treaty; and they entertain great 


doubt whether any material augmentation would reſult even 


from ſuch protection, except for military purpoles. - 
Previous to any remark on the internal conſumption of 


Europe goods within the Brittſh poſſeſſions in India, ſome obſer- 
_ vations on the ſtaple manufactures at home become neceſſary. 
The firſt in point of importance is the article of woollens, to 


which the greater part of this Report will apply. 


Others conſiſt in articles made of cotton and of flk; theſe 
are made better and cheaper 1 in India, 


Linens, none of which are uſed, except canvas and ſome 
coarſe linens; callicoes, &c. being much better adapted to the 


climate. 


Earthen 
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Earthen ware, which cannot afford freight for ſo diſtant a 
voyage, particularly the common ſorts. | 
All manufactures made from metals come under the ſame 


deſcription, except naval or military ſtores. 


There is reaſon to believe that both the two laſt articles of 


| earthen ware and manufactures of metal, can be made cheaper 


in India, owing to the very low price of labour; and a doubt 
ariſes with regard to the natives, whether the ſame prejudice _ 
does not exiſt (at leaſt in ſome degree) reſpecting the vellels 


they ule, as the dreſs they wear. 


Under theſe circumſtances, your Committee are decidedly oat 
opinion, that the greater part of the Exports to India conlifts 
in 

W-OOLLENS, +: Mi rats. 
NAvalL AND MILITARY STORES. 


The remaining articles are of trifling amount in compariſon; 3 


almoſt wholly for the uſe of Europeans, and cannot be intro- 


duced as part of the general 8 2m of the natives of 
India. 


Sufficient proots haw been adduced. to ſhew that the Indian 


markets have not only been plutted with woollens, but that | 


every endeavour has been uſed to force a ſale. 
That notwithſtanding the diſcouraging advices from India, 
the Company have perſevered in their export, without much 


variation in point of quantity, conceiving that an uniform de- 


mand and export were far more beneficial to the d 


than capricious or unequal exertions. 


Inſtances have occurred when the ſale abroad has almoſt 


ſtagnated, and particular articles have been totally diſuſed. The 
manufacturers having repreſented the diſtreſs to which they 


ſhould be ſubjetted, unleſs relieved by the Court of Directors 
purchaling part of their ſtock, which was unſaleable at any 

other market, the Company have, on theſe occaſions, contri- 
buted in the moſt liberal manner to their relief, and augmented 


the exports accordingly. 


The principles which have ever actuated the Company in 


their encouragement of the export of Britiſh manufacture, are 
fully explained in a letter written to Bombay, ſo late as the 
21ſt April 1790. This was before any diſcuſſion with regard 


to the export trade was in contemplation. Your Committee 
veg leave to annex an extract of that letter. See Appendiæ, 

0. 10. 

It 1 is remarkable, that when the commanders of the Com- 
pany's ſhips were labouring under the diſadvantage of a glutted 
market at Bombay, and ſtated to that Government the hard- 

| De | ſhips 
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ſhips they ſuffered in compariſon with foreigners, who they 


alledged could import copper and warlike ſtores, which were 


prohibited to ſubjects of Great Britain, they do not complain 
againſt the prohibition which extends equally to woollens. 


This circumſtance can only be accounted for upon the 


opinion entertained by your Committee, and which pervades the 


whole of this Report, v:z. That there is little probability of 


increaſing the conſumption of woollens in India, and therefore 
that article 1s not much worth the attention of the commanders 
and officers in the aſſortment of their private trade, CE EE 
The fine cloths are for the uſe of Europeans, but their amount 
is ſmall. The demand for coarle cloths is by far the moſt con- 
ſiderable. They are appropriated to cloathing for the army; 
ſuch as are ſold to foreigners are almoſt entirely of the inferior 
ſorts, and uſed for the ſame purpole; even a conſiderable pro- 


portion of the fine cloth 1s for the uſe of the military ofhcers; 
in ſhort, it is to be feared that no reduction in the price of want. 


lens will increaſe the conſumption in a country where ſo many 
ſubſtitutes for that article are found better ſuited to the climate, 


and more congemual to the cuſtoms and * of the inha- 


bitants. 
Your Committee, in the oeogralh of their inquiry, Yave had 
but little occaſion to touch upon the ſubject of metals. It is con- 
ceived the information deſired by the Lords of the Privy Coun- 
cil on this point, may be comprized in a ſmall compals. Beſides, 
the demand from India having been encouraging, the Company 
have increaſed their exports of this article in a very unuſual 


manner, as will appear by the account Hereunto annexed. | See 


Appendix, No. 11. 
In the diſpoſal of metals no great ingenuity, nor r extraordinary 


exertions are requiſite, It is ſufficient to be acquainted with 


the form and the degree of fineneſs of the article required by the 


natives, and to take care that public ſales be made at ſtated 
periods, ſufficient to ſupply the demand; all this has been done 
by the Company. 5 
The effort made by the Company, when they came forward 
to relieve the diſtreſs of the county of Cornwall, by exporting 
a large quantity of tin to China, having ſucceeded beyond their 


expectations, there is no doubt but that the meaſure will be pur- 


ſued ina proper manner. 


' Your Committee obſerve at the ſame time, with particular 
fatisfattion, that no objection has been made in India againſt the 


quality of the Corniſh tin. The indent from Bengal requires 


250 tons, and that Preſidency obſerves, that the coſt ſhould be 
leſs than L. 75. 105. 8d. per ton (when received into the Com- 


pany s warehouſe 1 in Bengal), for che purpoſe of excluding the 
Malay 


SS. *.V 
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Malay tin whoſly from the market. The indent from Madras 
demands 200 tons. 
If it ſhall hereafter become a national object to export a arge 


quantity of tin at a low price, perhaps it may be prudent to meet 
its arrival in India with a moderate duty on the Malay tin; it 
muſt however be conſidered, whether the Malays might not reta- 


liate, and check the ſale of opium in the Eaſtern ſeas. 
The Company have lately eſtabliſhed a copper coinage in 


this country, for the ſupply of India, and with a view to add 
manufacture to ſo valuable an article of produce, which they 


truſt may be carried to a conſiderable degree of extent, and prove 
a ſubſtitute for the Japan copper, which has kitherto been ſup- 
plied by the Dutch. 


The next object of diſcuſſion is the export of naval and mili- 


tary ſtores, which have at all times conſtituted a very conlider- 


able part of the illicit trade. 

This ſubject received the fulleſt conſideration by the "Court, 
during the laſt ſeaſon. In conſequence of a plan preſented to 
them by David Scott, Eſquire, an arrangement was formed 
under the Preſidency of Bombay, with a view to attratt the 
commerce of India to that place, in conſequence of the ſuperior 


advantages to be found there in the repair and outfit of ſhips, 


With this view, the Company will export all ſorts of naval ſtores 
for fale, that are neceſſary for trading ſhips—That deſcription | 


of ſtores comprizes by far the greater part (in reſpett to tonnage 


or bulk) of the exports bitherto made in what are termed naval 


_ and military ſtores; it is therefore hoped, that the meaſures now 
adopted may contribute to throw the whole ot the fale 1 into the 
hands of the Company. 


At all events your Committee are e perſuaded, that Govern- 
ment will ſee the propriety and even the neceſſity, of continu- 


ing to confine the export of thoſe articles to the Company; and 


of adopting any further meaſures that may be deemed effectual 


tor that purpoſe. 


It would have afforded much fatisfaftion to your 88 
had they been enabled to ſuggeſt ſome plan for augmenting the 


export of the manufactures and produce of Great Britain to India, 
in conſequence of the recommendation from the Lords of the 
Committee of Privy Council. 


-Your Committee have conſtantly had in view this grand objet 


| of conſideration, in all they have lubmitted to the Court rela- 
tive to 


The exports by the 88 

The exports by Britiſh individuals and foreigners; 
The probability of ſale and conſumption in India; and, 
1 ſtate of the Was. 8 Iipping. 
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In the roset of your Committee's enquires, conſiderations 
perpetually aroſe which induce them to think that the idea 
ſuggeſted by their Lordſhips, of ſuftering individuals to partici— 


9 pate in the export trade, would not anſwer thoſe liberal purpoſes, 


nor produce thoſe beneficial conſequences, which their Lord- 
ſhips had in contemplation. Your Committce deemed it in— 


cumbent on them to enter fully into the inveſtigation of each 


branch of their inquiry, in order to aſcertain the real and uncon- 
L 
querable obſtacles, which, in the opinion of your Committee, 


will ever prevent any increaſe in the conſumption of the manu- 


factures of Great Britain, except through the medium of the 


Company. And of this fact your Committee are fully convinc- 


ed, however reaſonable might be the expectations of an increaſed 
export to any other country, not poſſeſſing. like India, raw 
materials in the higheſt perfection, and millions of ingenious 


and induſtrious manufacturers who work for one fifth part of 


the wages given in England. 
Under a firm perſuaſion, that the meaſures purſued by the 


Company will prove much more advantageous to the manufac- 


turers of Great Britain, than any efforts to be made by indivi- 


duals, your Committee cannot recommend to the Court to 


meet their Lordſhips with any ſpecific propoſition. Your Com- 
mittee ſubmit that it be repeated to their Lordſhips, that the 
Company will chearfully try any experiments their Lordſhips 


may be pleaſed to ſuggeſt, as they are deſirous at all times of 
_ exerting every endeavour to promote the advantage of the 


export trade of this country, and the general proſperity of the 


British empire. 


But if your Committee cannot nd to the 8 to 


meet the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council with a 
ſpecific propoſition, it becomes peculiarly neceſſary to offer 


ſuch remarks as have occurred to direct their judgment, in the 
ſhort time they have had to conſider the ſubjett, They will 


therefore proceed to ſtate ſome general obſervations. 


It ſeems ta admit of no diſpute, that in caſe the conſumption 


Of Britiſh manufattures in India could be increaſed, it muſt be 
by means of the natives. 


The Europeans in India are comparatively few in number. 


It never can be an object for the public, to open the export 


trade, with a view to the conſumption of Europeans in India. 
Thoſe perſons are well acquainted with the articles manufattur- 
ed or produced in Europe, with which they are amply apple 
either directly or indirectly. 
It will appear, from What has been already ſtated in this 
Report, that the moſt ſanguine expectations can ſcarcely look 


to the natives of India for che accompliſhment of our object. 


1 heir 


elr 


with a tolerable degree of preciſion. 
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Their hiſtory, from remote times, affords us no ground for ſuch 
expectation: The uniform unvaried narrative of complaint is, 
that Europe has ever been drained of bullion for payment of the 


luxuries of the Eaſt. A moments reflection will ſhew, that the 


products of India can only be obtained in return for the bullion 
of Europe, or as a tribute to conqueſt, _ | e 

If recourſe be had to the ſituation of the Company, previous 
to the acquiſition of the Dewannee, when their views were 
purely commercial, and when India abounded in wealth, it will 
be found that they laboured under extreme difficulty in the 


dilpoſal of the manufattures and produce which they exported. 


And they were further obliged to ſend large ſums in ſilver, 
ſometimes to the amount of /. 4 or. 500,000 a year, to com- 


_ pleat their inveſtment for Europe. 


Your Committee do not attribute the preſent increaſed ſale 
of Britiſh manufa&ures and produce to a ſtronger predilection 
in the natives for thoſe articles. Among other cauſes, the im- 
menſe increaſe in the number, and the luxury of Europeans in 
India, muſt be particularly adverted to. 5 

An opinion prevails, that individuals are capable of exer- 
tions, to which the Company may not be adequate. EEE 

It happens fortunately that means exiſt to aſcertain this point 


Vour Committee have procured the particulars of aſſorted 


cargoes, dated at Bombay, in December 1789, and December 


1790, which are chiefly compoſed of metals, naval and military 


ſtores, and liquors; the remainder being articles of luxury for 


the uſe of Europeans. See Appendix, No. 12. 
Your Committee alſo beg leave to refer to the cargoes of two 
ſhips fitted out for the purpoſe of clandeſtine trade, in Appendix 


No. 5, mentioned in a former part of this Report. 


With reſpett to the articles in which foreigners can enter into 
a competition with us, your Committee are ſatisfied they con- 
{iſt in CE ME | VV 
IRON, WINES, CAN VAS, CoRD AE, 
 ARMs, NAVAL AND MILITARY STORES. 


None of which it is preſumed have been in the contemplation 

of their Lordſhips: Foreign countries can always ſupply canvas 

and cordage at a cheaper rate than we can. | 
The foreign trade with India has undergone a total change 


ſince the acquiſition of the Dewannee by the Engliſh. It is no 
longer a commercial adventure; it has long depended almoſt 


wholly upon agency, an agency for tranſmitting to Europe the 


fortunes of Britiſh individuals. Whenever real adventure has 


appeared, it has generally conſiſted in the homeward-bound 
LES e cargo, 
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cargo, and hat for Britiſh account. On theſe occaſions the ſhix 

uſually belongs to the agent, whoſe object is to charge the whole, 
or as much of the freiglit as poſſible, upon the homeward cargo; 
conſequently he has an opportunity of exporting from Europe, 
free of freight, or at leaſt at a very moderate rate.—The ports 
whence ſuch ſhips are fitted out for India, are thoſe where 

Britiſh manufactures abound, and where they may be delivered 
at an expence not exceeding g per Cent. on their coſt in Eng- 
land. And there is no prohibition in India againſt, the 1 e ; 
tation of Britiſh manufattures by foreigners. 

Therefore, ſhould the Company have been negligent, or the 
_ commanders and officers of their ſhips inattentive to their own 
intereſts, by failing to ſupply the Eaſtern markets with the full 

extent of their demand, it is evident that a channel has ever been 
open for tranſmitting Britiſh manufactures to India. 

The proſperity of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company has ſlimu— 
lated the governments of moſt of the maritime countries upon 
the Continent, to form ſimilar eſtabliſhments; their views na— 
turally were to introduce their own manufactures and produce, 

and to participate generally in the benefits of that trade. They 
have, however, found the exports very limited in their extent, 

and that any lucrative advantages to be derived from the trade 
depend, at this moment, as they have depended from the remoteſt 

period 1 in commercial hiſtory, altogether upon the imports. 

Not having the ſame means of procuring the products of the 
Eaſt, as the Engliſh and the Dutch, other foreign Companies 
have either totally failed, or are in a very declining ſtate. 

What has happened to foreign Companies mull be the fate of 
individuals at home, ſhould they be admitted to a participation 
in the commerce with India. The phrenzy of ſharing in the 
trade to India will enſnare unwary perſons, whoſe rage for 
adventure will be produktive of their ruin, before they ilcover 
their error. 

In every part of the Eaſt, the ſtrongeſt reliance 3 iS placed on 
the Company as to the quality and meaſurement of the articles 
exported by them. — The obſervation applies particularly to 
manutattures. The Company's mark on the outſide of the bale 
is a ſufficient pledge to the buyer for its contents. An indivi- 
dual exporter cannot expect from the natives of India that im- 
plicit confidence in his good faith—and perhaps he may ſome- 
times fail to deſerve that confidence. 


From ſuch conſequences the ruinous ellect to the trade may | 
be eaſily foreſeen. 


Other difficulties, though of an inferior kind, muſt ariſe from 
a commercial experiment, tried through any other medium than 
that of the Company. 


From 
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From the ſtatement given of the Company's s tonnage i it ap- 
pears, that in time of profound peace there is much to pare, but 
that during war there 1s not ſufficient. 

Should private ſhips be ſuffered to proceed, they may poſſibly 


be ſold abroad, or, in conſequence of inſufhcient outfit, be un- 


able to return to Europe. In that caſe the officers, ſeamen, and 


paſſengers, not being under the controul of the Company, may 
remain in India, enter into foreign ſervice, and ſubjett us to all 


the ill effects which the preſent ſtrict Feen of unlicenſed 


perſons was meant to remedy. 7 
But there cannot be a doubt, from every principle of ſound 
policy, that ſhips navigating the Indian ſeas, in a commerce 


between Great Britain and India, ought to belong excluſively 


either to Government, or to the Company. Now ſhould the 
manufa&ures require additional tonnage, and conſequently incur 


the expence of full freight out and home, your Committee have 


the fulleſt conviction that every idea of their ee to  advan- 
tage is at once annihilated, | 
If individuals be permitted to export for their own account, 
it 1s reaſonable to hope that all expettations of the Company 
continuing their exports to any extent will be abandoned. And 
your Committee muſt obſerve, they think this a circumſtance of 
infinite importance to the country. Diſcouraging as the advices 
from India have been at times, and crouded as the Company's 
ſhips have been with troops and ſtores, the purchaſes of woollens, 
&c. have been regular and uniform. 
It is poſſible that in a courſe of competition one article of 
manufacture may be ſubſtituted for another; but your Com- 
mittee apprehend, from what has been ſtated in this Report, that 
ſuch a ſubſtitution would not, in all probability, become an ad- 
dition to the conſumption of India: in that caſe one individual 
will gain what another loſes. But this cannot be deemed an 
advantage to the public. 
It may not be improper here to ee that our export trade 


is of great convenience and advantage to the public through the 


medium of the Company, by 2 the means of procuring 
inveſtments in India; its beneficial effects extend to the com- 


merce, the navigation, and the revenue of this country. At the 


ſame time it facilitates, in a material degree, the liquidation of 
our debt in India, contraCted i in conſequence of the late and 


preſent wars. 


A ſuperficial knowledge of the political ſituation of India, 


ſuffices to ſhew the danger ariſing from individuals authorized 


to explore the ſeveral parts of India, under pretence of promot- 
ing the ſale of Britiſh manufattures, and not being under the 
controul of the Company; luch a meaſure may not only em- 
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broil us with the native princes, but may lead to colonization; an 
event highly injurious to our country, and to India. The en- 
ergy of the European character becomes impaired in the firſt 
generation, and is ſoon totally extintt. This is ſtrongly exem- 
plified in the deſcendants from the firſt diſcoverers, and the 
conquerors of many parts of India. 

It ought to be conſidered, that the Company mn have great 
advantages over individuals in the diſpoſal of Britiſh manu— 
factures, in conſequence of their numerous eſtabliſhments in 


COM Mo 8. 


every part of India, formed either for the purchaſe of their in- 
veſtments for Europe, or for political purpoſes. 


That they have hitherto charged no freight on their own 


exports, and ſuffer large quantities to be carried freight- free by 
their officers. 


' That numerous inſtances appear hen the markets hos 


have been over-ſtocked; but none where thoſe markets have 


wanted a ſupply, under the preſent ſyſtem. 

The admiſfion of individuals to participate in the trade, muſt 
naturally tend to damp the exertions of the Company ; and this 
is a matter of moſt ſerious importance to the public intereſt. 

In addition to the facts ſtated by your Committee, and the 
remarks which have occurred to them thereon, they beg leave 
to call the Court's attention to what has been the opinion and 


conduct of Government towards the Eaſt India Company, at 


periods when the reaſons for combining every power, commer- 


cCial and political, to produce one great effect, did not exiſt, and 


when the balance of the Company $ trade to India was againf 


this country. 


So early as the year 1600, in the infancy of the Eaſt India 


trade, the propriety of rendering it a monopoly became evident 
to Queen Elizabeth. This truth, thus early acknowledged, has 


been ſince conſidered as an axiom of Government. Whenever 


it has been departed from, the evils aride from the 1 innovation 
have proved their own cure. 


Under reigns ſo different as thoſe of the Stuarts, and William 
the Third, this monopolized commerce continued to be guarded 
by very ſtrong meaſures of government. 

The nation even thought neceſſary to make it a ſtipulation 
in the Treaty of Vienna (concluded in 1731) that the Emperor 
Charles VI. ſhould, in favour of the Britiſh monopoly, give up 
the Oſtend Company, bis favourite ſcheme, in protection of 
which he had long ſhut his ears againſt the clamours of Great 
Britain and Holland. 

The ſhort periods for wh the charter has been, from time 
to time, renewed, prove that however experience might con- 
vince, as to the advantages of an excluſive trade, ſtill tro 

exiſted 
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exiſted in Government a laudable caution with reſpect to the 
public benefit, in preſerving a power of reſumption at a ſhort 
eriod, 
d From this caution, the Company' s monopoly, in deriving its 
Rability, derives its glory; for repeated charters, royal procla- 
mations, and acts of parliament, have lanctioned che wiſe policy 
of Elizabeth. 

The emergencies of Government, and that prudence which 
ſometimes preſcribes a temporary ſacrifice to popular prejudice, 
have indeed, at ſome periods, ſeemed to favour the views of 
individual adventurers. But theſe appearances laſted no longer 

than the neceſſity which extorted them. It was rather a con— 
nivance than a licence. 

Neither does it appear that theſe individuals ever ſucceeded 
in their ſpeculations. They bought at a high price, from the 
poverty of the ſtate, or the venality of its members, a enten 
to ruin themſelves. 

There occurs only one inſtance that forms an exception to 
the uniform opinton of Government on this great and important 
commercial point; it is the attempt of Oliver Cromwell, about 
the year 1655, to lay the trade open. This bold experiment 
terminated as might have been expected, it confirmed the Pro- 
tettor in the wiſdom of that policy which he doubted. —The 
monopoly was re-eſtabliſhed, and the Company's temporary 
| abolition became, in its conſequences, their triumph. 

Your Committee mult apologize for the length of this 
| Report, But the magnitude of the object leemed to render 
ample detail abſolutely neceſſary. 

They cannot conclude in language more pere of theit 
ſentiments on this important branch of our national commerce, 
than that of the charter of the 12th April 1686, for continuing 
the Company's exclulive trade; viz. © Being fully ſatisfied that 
« the trade cannot be maintained and carried on to national 


advantage, but by one general joint ſtock, and that a loole 
„ and general trade will be the ruin of the whole.” | 


1 SMITH BURGES. 


: | F. BARING. 
Eaſt India Houfs, JOHN HUNTER. 
ut September 1791. WM ELPHINSTONE. 


HUGH INGLIS. 
JOHN MANSHIP. 


Since the date of the preceding Report, by the arrival of the 
Hawke from Madras, your Committee have received copy of a 


letter from Sir John Kennaway at Hydrabad, dated the 24th 
E 2 February 
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February 179i, in anſwer to the application he was directed to 
make for the purpoſe of inducing the Nizam to receive part of 
the Peſhcuſh in the produce and manufactures of Europe. 
This letter contains ſuch important and correct information 
relative to the temper and diſpoſition of the native princes in 
India, at the ſame time that it confirms, in the fulleſt manner, 
every idea which has been ſuggeſted of the difficulty which at- 
tends the forming any commercial intercourſe whatſoever with 
thoſe princes, and the little probability of benefiting to any ex- 
tent, even if ſuch an intercourſe could be eſtabliſhed, that your 
Committee beg leave to annex an extract from that letter in the 


Appendix, No. 1g. 1 . 
1 J. SMITH BURGES. 
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Eaſt India Houſe, J. MANSHIP. 
7th September 1791. JOHN HUNTER. 
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N B. No Diſcount allowed. 


* 


Second Mate © Sow 


Fourth Mate — 


Surgeon — 


Carpenter — 
Carpenter's Mate 


Four Midſhipmen, each 10 
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Tonnage allowed Commanders and Mee cers. 


Commander 
Chief Mate 


Third Mate 


Fifth Mate 
Purſer — 


Surgeon's Mate — 
Boatſwain Es 
Gunner hi 


L441 


Four Quarter Maſters, each 10 


Captain and Ship's Steward, each 10 


Captain and Ship's Cook, each 10 


Caulker 1 8 td — 

Cooper 5 — 
Armourer — —— — 
Sail Maker Ee — 
; inen and Coxſwain — 


Tons, Feet. 


56 20 
3 — 
4 —— 
1 
2 — 
N 
1 
. 
2 — 
4 
5 
1 — 
— 10 
1 — 
1 
1 
— 20 
— 10 
— 10 
— 10 
— 10 
— 10 
be 


APPENDIX, No. g. 


Viewalling-Bil and Stores of the Ship 


Commander, Burthen 
Men, _ Guns, 1 bound for 


„ 


ALE, Beer, Wine, or other 


Liquors, in Caſks or Bot- 
tles, for the Uſe of the Com- 
mander's Table, allowing 
252 Gallons, or 36 Dozen 


N. B. This Al- 
lowance will 
probably be 
increaſed. 


JoHN HAFFEY. 


Captain 


Tons, 


2 


Quart Bottles to the Ton Eleven Tons 
Beef, Pork, Bacon, Suet, ne 
Tongues omg mn 


Twenty five Tons 


Beer, 


2 — 
— — UP —————— — — 


52 PARLIAMENTARY 


Beer, Strong and Small, 


Caſks (not Wowes) - 
Bread : 
Butter - 2 
Brandy and Engliſh Spirits 

Billet Wood = 
Brimſtone bs G 
Coals = - 

Candles - 2 1 
Cheeſe | - Wo - 
Chirurgery and ct. . 
Canvaſs a 8 
Confectionary > 35 

Flour . 80 88 
Fiſh per Tale - - 
Grocery VVV 
Gunpowder 4 5 
Iron Shot 5 - 
Tron for Store M PIT 

Lime Juice - RE 
Lead Shot of Sorts * 
Muſtard Seed . 

Oatmeal | 6 
Oil, Sweet and 8 ae 
Oats, Barley, and Bran . 

| Oranges and Lemons SY 
Oilmen's Stores 5 
Peaſe - EE 
Pitch - 

Red and White Howing and 

e Salmon- 
Ron 1 — 
Spare Cordage - , 
Sheet Lead for Store 1 
Salt, White and Bay . 
Slops | _ „ 
Tobacco - 2 

Tobacco ä - 

"af a 's 0 
Turpentine 5 
Vinegar 


Water, what ſhall be thought 


fit, but not leſs than 27 Ns 


Alſo one Caſe or Caſk of 


Brandy or Strong Waters 
for each Seaman, not ex- 
ceeding = 


Commons. 


Twenty-eight Tons 

Thirty J. ouſand Weight 
Thirty Firkins 

Two Hundred and ny Gallons 


Twenty-five Thouſan 
Two Hundred Weight 


Fifteen Chaldron 


Fifty Dozen 


Fifty Hundred Weight 


” Fifiy Pounds Value 


Tiventy Bolts 


Three Caſes 


Seventy Hundred Wight 
Seven Thouſand 


Tharty Hundred Weight 


Fifty Barrels 


Four Tons 


Four Tons. 

One Hundred Gallons 
Five Hundred Tg 
Ten Buſhels = 

_ Fifty Buſhels 


Three Hundred Caltous - 


| Three Hundred Buſhels 


Siæ Cheſts 
Five Caſes 
OneHundred and EightyBuſtels 

Twenty Barrels | 


Five Barrels | 

$1x Hundred V. erght 
Five Tons © 

Two Tons and a Ha af 


Forty Buſhel's 


Twenty Hundred Weight 
One Hundred Groce 
Twenty Barrels 

Three Barrels 

Six Hog ſheads 


Forty Tons 


Six Callons 3 
Boatſwain's, 


„ͤ nn” 
Boatſwain's, Gunner's, and Carpenter's Stores, as uſual, that 
are not particularly before mentioned, ſeeing them to be ſuch. 
Eaſt India Houle, 
the 178 By the Committee of Shipping of 
8 the Court of Directors. 


APPENDIX, No. 4. 1 
At a COURT of DIRECTORS, held on Wedneſday | 

the 19th Auguſt, 1789. — 
conſider the Regulations propoſed by Davip Scorr, E/q. for 
emproving the Company's Commerce. | | 


13. YOUR Committee, however, ſee no reaſon to alter thoſe 


Q 
8 
K 
* 
** 


ſhips upon the following conditions, and with permiſſion to load 

any ſorts of goods whatſoever on ſuch ſurplus tonnage, woollens, 
copper, and military and warlike ſtores excepted; your Com- 
mittee truſting that ſufficient and ample room will always be 
reſerved for the recruits, as the moſt eſſential object for the pre- 

ſervation of the Britiſh empire in India. 


14. The conditions which your Committee propoſe to annex 
to ſuch privilege are, that the commanders pay the proceeds in 
ſpecie, bonds, or any other of the Company's ſecurities, into the 


granted to the ſubſcribers of the bonded debt. 


OR a ens „„ . 
At a COURT of DIRECTORS, held on Wedneſday 
Fi the 2d December, 1789. 


ON A Morro, 


Reſolved, by the ballot, That the Court of Directors, in order 
to give every encouragement to the Britiſh manufactures, have 
come to ſeveral reſolutions, of which the following are particu- 

larized for the uſe of the publi e: OE 

vo ltk To 


7 


Extra of the Report from the Special Committee, appointed 4 


regulations under which the commander and officers are per- 
mitted to participate in the commerce of the Company at pre- 
ſent; but they are of opinion that all ſurplus tonnage whatſo- 
ever, and to all parts of India, after ſufficient room is reſerved 
for kintledge, all weighable and meaſureable goods, merchandize, 
= King's ſtores, paſſengers, and uſual in for the Company's 
3 officers, ſhould be offered to the commanders of the reſpective 


treaſury where they import in India for long bills, as at preſent 
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To increaſe the Company's exports to India, to the utmoſt 
extent in their power, for which purpoſe they have directed an 
augmentation to the inveſtment for the preſent ſeaſon, of above 
two thouſand five hundred tons: 5 

To allow the commanders and officers of their ſhips to fill up, 
freight-free, all ſuch outward tonnage as may be unoccupied by 
the Company: Te +, 
To allow the Company's ſervants, and merchants reſiding 

under the Company's protection in India, to fill up ſuch home- 

ward tonnage, as may be unoccupied by the Company, at a rea- 
ſonadle freight. „„ 5 
Ordered, That the foregoing Reſolutions be publiſhed in the 


London Gazette and Morning Papers. 


EAST INDIA HOUSE. 
December 2d, 1789. 


The Court of DireQors of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, do hereby give notice, 
That in order to give every encouragement to the Britiſh 

manufactures, they have come to ſeveral Reſolutions, of which 
the following are particularized for the uſe of the publics: _ 
Io increaſe the Company's exports to India to the utmoſt 
extent in their power; for which purpoſe they have directed an 
augmentation to the inveſtment for the preſent ſeaſon, of above 
two thouſand five hundred tons: „ . 

To allow the commanders and officers of their ſhips to fill, 
freight free, all ſuch outward tonnage as may be unoccupied by 
the Company: . „„ 

To allow the Company's ſervants, and merchants reſiding 
under the Company's protection in India, to fill up ſuch home- 
ward tonnage, as may be unoccupied by the Company, at a rea- 
IS AA N 5 
1 By order of the ſaid Company. 


5 THOMAS MORTON, Secretary. 


Account of Extra Tonnage carried out in Private Trade by the 
Commanders and Officers of the following Ships, in conſequence 
of 8 Advertiſement in the Public Papers of the 2d December, 


Tons. Feet. 


Francis Captain R. Burrows - 16 — 
Earl Abergavenny J. Wordſworth » 02: 20 
Lord Thurl Wa Thomſon =«<- 30 — 

Karl Fitzwilliam = 


Ja* Dundas = 24 10 
5 Prince 
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1 | Tons. Feet, 
44 Prince Will® Henry - R. Dundas - — 25 8 
Queen 5 Peter Douglas — 32 — 
A „„ - C. Chriſtie, Chief Mate = 3 — 
4 Princeſs Amelia - Captain George Millet < 24 — 
1 Ditto 1 - George Elliott, Surgeon- 1 — 
3 Henry Dundas — Tho Dundas, Chief Mate 2 20 
A William Pitt Captain Charles Mitchell - 22 — 
41 Warren Haſtings J. P. Larkins „ * V 
Lord Walſingham James Young 1 18 
© Ditto - „Tho Kerr, Surgeon 1 20 
5 Tons — 245 — 
Albion FF - 


Captain W® Parker - 10 


#25 * 
1 #33 


APPENDIX, No. 6. 
Mani if 7 Outwards of the Lois NorTn, 5” called the 


DAPHNE. 
| . 0. Ib. | | 
72 Coils 8 594 3-8. 20 Carriages 
22 Caſes Glaſs 1+ Ton Shot, large 
2 Puncheons Rum 4 Large Cannon 
10 Bales Canvas 89 Caſts Shot 
133 Maſts 3 Hampers Ship Chandlery 
4 Bales Sail Cloth 2 Per Quarter Badges 
2 Whiſkyes and Harneſs 9 Packages, Sundries 
1 Cable | 12 Bales of Sail Cloth 
60 Hhds Beer : 63 Swivel Guns 
18 Looſe Blocks 3 Caſes, Copper 
40 Bdles. Blocks 1 Box Plate 8 | 
20 Iron Cannon N | 10 Barrels Gunpowder 


Ha Particulars 
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Particulars of Goods in the ST. JOSEPH, TIO Oftend. 


40 Tons, Iron 
1 Chariot complete 


187 Grapnails, 12g Anchors (26 Bags and Caſks Corks) 


WROUGHT IRON, 
60 Tons, Iron 1 5 
6 Trunks, 2 Parcels 
11,979 Plates Copper | 
1 Coach and Harneſs, 1 Ditto - Ditto 5 | 
1 Chariot, 2 Chaiſes and Harneſs, 2 Coaches and Ditto 


I Body, 3 Chariots and Harnels 
5 Packages ol 


Z Four Caſks Rum 


| 74 1 Scarlet Clom 


100 Caſks Beef, 66 Ditto Pork, 12 Ditto Suet 
27 Buſhels Wheat, ground, 350 Bags Bread 
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| Extraft ”_ Letter from Mr. Malet to the Governor Generals 
dated Poonah, 8th Auguſt, 1788, 


I SHALL endeavour, by a ſlight ſketch of the genius of this 
Government, as far as it relates to the ſubject, to meet the ulti; 
mate object of your Lordſhip in Council, of enabling you to 
form a judgment how far the ſtate of our commercial inter- 
courſe with it is capable of improvement to the advaniage of 
both, 

The Peſhwa adminiſtration is, in every act, more or leſs influ- 
_ enced by that avarice which ſo invariably and ſo ſtrongly marks 
the Bramin character, while mean in its genius, and graſping in 
its policy, it frequently miſtakes the mode of gratifying its ruling 
paſſion, Averſe from, and probably ignorant of, the ſyſtematic 
and equitable principles on which alone commerce can be ren- 
dered flouriſhing, by encouraging the induſtry in the ſecurity and 
' happineſs of the ſubject, its chief attention ſeems directed ta 
conqueſt and depredation, giving employment at once to the 
deſultory military ſpirit of the Marattas, and ſupplying the ſtate, 
and the chief individual Bramins, with wealth and power. 


Commerce, 


— - 


Wh 
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Commerce, but more eſpecially foreign, leſs underſtood, 


would be more flow and precarious in its operations. The 


arrangements neceſſary for its effectual protection, are incom- 
patible with that ſpirit of expedient venality by which every 
thing is influenced at Poonah. They would in ſome meaſure 
intrench upon the arrogant principles of ariſtocracy, by a gene- 
ral diffuſion of wealth, and interfere with the ſyſtem of forms, 
which is univerſally adopted, from the ſmalleſt branch of the 
cuſtoms to the diſpoſal of provinces; whence the ſubject, inſtead _ 
of experiencing the uniform and vigorous protection of a wiſe 

government, is cruelly ſacrificed to the rapacity and oppreſſion _ 
of the higheſt bidder, | 


The ſtate of the numerous ports of the Maratta empire on the 


Coaſt of Malabar and Guzerat, but more eſpecially the former, 


evinces a ſpirit hoſtile to commerce; and 1 have not a doubt, 
were its fleet equal to the end, but that it would be inſtantly con- 
yerted to the ſame predatory purpoſe at ſea, as its armies are by 


land, as it now 1s againſt all thoſe whom it can maſter: This, 


perhaps, 1s fortunate for us, as preſenting a bar to the admiſſion 
and rivalſhip of our European neighbours; though certainly the 


cuſtoms for a ſingle year, in a well-frequented port, not to men- 
tion the numberleſs advantages of population, &c. would greatly 
exceed the profits of plunder, after deducting the expence, which 
muſt be great, in keeping up a number of piratical veſſels. 
The rich and commercial kingdom of Guzerat (every town 
ok whichis or was inhabited by rich Banians a tribe as attached 
to commerce as any other tribe of Hindoos to its hereditary pur- 


ſuits) flouriſhed infinitely more by its traffic during che violent 


convulſions of the Mogul Government, previous to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Maratta power, than it ever has ſince that event, 


though time and tranquillity have given ample leiſure for doing 


away the effect of conqueſt, and the transfer of dominion. 


The Moguls, magnificent and oſtentatious, required every 
article of luxury: Towns and cities grew out of this ſpirit. The 


Bramins and Marattas, leſs refined, and more parſimonious, are 


averſe from, and ignorant of, thoſe coſtly modes of expence; 


hence thoſe towns and cities, deprived of the cauſe of their exiſt- 


ence, are mouldering faſt into ruin, and their wealthier inhabi- 


tants have ſunk under, or fled from, the rapacity of their new 


maſters. ates | 1 
In this cauſe might probably be traced the ſeeds of the preſent 
drooping commercial ſtate of all thoſe provinces of Hindoſtan 


that have been ſubjected to the Maratta power, under which the 


provincial monied men, not to mention the ſubſtantial land- 
holders, have been ſubjected to oppreſſions and exactions. Per- 
ſonal property has become inſecure; induſtry has failed; an 
; | ariſtocratical 
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ariſtocratical, wealth, ariſing from the foil, and the labours of the 
peaſantry, has ſucceeded, which is confined to the conquerors; 


and Poonah has become an inſatiable ſink, into which vaſt trea- 


{ures have been poured, ſcarce ever again to circulate. 

This was not the caſe under the Moguls. The riches carried 
annually to Delhi did not ſtagnate there. The internal com- 
merce of the empire, and the ſpirit of the people, gave full em- 
ployment to the foreign influx of wealth, the produttions of each 


province, and the performance of every art, were in high de- 
mand; and the pay of the vaſt armies of the empire kept pace 


in magnificence with every other article of expence. Hence 


aroſe numberleſs channels through which the wealth of the 


empire was again circulated to its extreme branches. | 
The mere accumulation of riches by the inhabitants of an 


empire is vicious and ſordid, but much more ſo when it becomes 
the {ole objett of the rulers—A wiſe legiſlature ſtudies to make 
them the ſtimulatives of genius, of ſcience, of agriculture, _ 1 


of commerce; to convert them to the confumption of the 


duce of induſtry, and ſo to arrange them, as that the rs of ; 
the ſtate may be repleniſhed from the redundance of the lubzett; 5 


but, my Lord, this ſyſtem is not known at Poonah. 


The fixed and g grand ſource of this State's revenue is agricul- 
ture, the beſt, perhaps, on which a nation can depend. That it 
has ſuch a revenue, is the neceſſary conſequence of poſſeſſing 


an immenſe tract of productive domain. That it is not more 


productive, but, on the contrary, that it labours under every diſ- 
advantage, , proceeds from a faulty conſtitution. The ſecond is 
its tribute, 

of Hindoſtan. The third, the predatory collections of its 
armies. The fourth, its domeſtic ſequeſtrations; and the laſt, 
its collections on the commerce of the empire, which I am 


xed by various denominations on the greateſt part 


inclined to think are comparatively trifling and inſignificant. 


Poonah is fill a large village, to which people of all denomi- 
nations and all profeſſions are now beginning to reſort from the 
other ruined parts of Hindoſtan, ae 44 from the decayed _ 
ecurity, ſince the two abortive 


Mogul cities. Its reputation for 
expeditions from Bombay, has greatly tended to promote its 


increaſe and population, as the wealthier Bramins have in con- 
ſequence begun to employ ſome part of their hidden riches in 


building; which ſingle circumſtance neceſſarily gives employ- 
ment to a great number and a great variety of artificers, as the 


wants attendant on large buildings are endleſs. . 
The circumſtances which are above enumerated, of the great 
wealth of the Bramins, and the great increaſe of Poonah in 


buildings and inhabitants, muſt, I ſhould 1magine, cauſe a greater 
demand tor the articles which can be furniſhed only from Bom- 


bay 
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| bay than heretofore; but from what I can obſerve of the preſent 
genius of this Government, I confeſs that I am inclined much 
to doubt the practicability of improving or extending our com- 
merce by any extraordinary means adopted for that purpoſe; 
and as I believe that the common courſe of cauſes ariſing from 
the ſtate of ſociety, has already operated its utmoſt effects, and 
will continue ſo to do, fo do I think that endeavours to improve 
or extend them, would rather tend to awaken jealouſy and ſuſpi- 
cion of our intentions, than to anſwer the liberal end propoſed 


by your Lordſhip in Council. 
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APPENDIX, No. 7. 


An ACCOUNT 1 the Remains of EUROPE GOODS at 
MADRAS, from 1782- -3 to 1783-4. 


CoMMONS« 


1782. 1783-4. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
WOOLLENS. 3 
; Niles Pieces, Yds. a Bales. Pieces. Yds, g 4. 4 
Broad Cloth, Fins = 124 3 2 | 8,069] 147 5 1t 9,297 
| Double Colour 2 4 11 3 4:34 98 
Aurora [84 4 12 -| 4,513] 1660 — 5] 3, 301 
Ordinary: '- 210 5 15] [3,775 289 1 15 | 11,845 
Superfine Medley Cloth Il — 8 — 
Perpetuanoes, Fine — — - A. Rs 482 
Ordinary - - 71 7 18 zi 19 12 5 867 
White Serges - _ [ — 36 20 1 4 
Carblets a: - _-- 28] — 2 I 26 
Shalloons | — — — — T5 I — 1 | 1 
3 3 — 1— | — — 
ö Caſimirs | a» „„ — 83 2 N 1 Y 
Calaman cos . — — 134 8 | - — og 6 
Brocades — — 18 56 | 
Total Woollens = | a” 1. 222374 — L. 30,960 
METALS. 
5 Tons. Ct. Ors. Ib. Tons. Ct. Qrs. lb. | 
Copper 110 18 — 12| 9,771|694 11 — 15| 91,526 
Lead = - - 95 5 1 27 1,709 197 12 3 23 3,760 
Sheet Lead - = = .— 1 13 I 25 43 
Iron - — - 190 2 3 1 3,274|105 14 — 6 2,332 
SN - | 29 6 2 3] 958 27 5 2 25 391 
Total Metals. + L. 15,12 88 L. 78,552 
Grand Total - | — 45 3856 — rc 


— 


, 


FEB. 1793; JOURNAL. 61 


APPENDI X, No. 7, continued. 


An ACCOUNT of the Remains of EUROPE GOODS at 
MADRAS, from 1784-5 to 1786-7. N 


ä 


1784-5. 1 1785-6, | 1786-7. 
))) af cr 7 F. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. | 

f. ß OT 9 oe ES 8 
; Bales, Pieces, Yds. | Bales, Pieces. Yds, Bales. Pieces. Yds. 

133 2 7 | 5430 | 99 — 9 5,949 44 5 1 | 2,603 | 
FCC —— 7 8 — — i 
1 9,666 437 3 5 [ 12% i „ 
358 3 4 | 1443517 | 457 1 12 | 18,542 554 3 5 | 22,606 

| 5 8 8 366 1 204 . 102 

91 4 860 1 497 1 BR. 56 

_ 1 © 

— 1 26 — 1 31 134 — 1 20 11 

— — 1 — 3-4 

3 33 — — 28 33 8 cg 28 33 

— — 109 6 — — 108 6 3 — 8 

— L.] 343 3 — — 4 3978 | 
Tons. Ct. Qrs. Ib. Tons. Ct. Ors. Ib. Tons. Ct, Qrs. Ib. 


507 13 — 14] 52,410. ä 43 15 1 I] 4492 | $2 — 1 23 3,366 
184 10 — 6 3,574 178 15 1 18 3,464 [238 15 3 16 4,567 | 


[7214 x 2 615 | 2g 2 2--| 37 1 8r—| 38 
j.27.37--2- 364. .7393- 1.48- 6:3 3] .. 90%] gn9 3 0 206.4 
— 1. | 58,239 | | AK | L. | $,928 by Reo: 'C. 10, 509 | | | 


eee = £| wap | = e gm 
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A P P.E N D 1 X, No. 7, continued. 


An ACCOUNT of the Remalns of EUROPE GOODS at 
MADRAS, from 1787- -8 to . -9. 


. 1787 1788-9. 
Quantity. | 2. Quantity. Value. | 
WOOLLENS. 5 4: MP © 
| 1 Bales. Pieces. Vds. | Bales. Pieces. Vds.“ 45 | 
Broad Cloth, Fine 60 1 10 119 2 8 3,243 
| Double Colour - | — — 5 — — ——3 6 
Aurora 4324 I "| 126 2 31 6,380 
Ordinary: = 1552 e 437 4 15,589 
Superfine MedleyCloth |  — | 27 4 13 2,814 
Perpetuanoes, Fine - | — 5 3 VVV 
Ordinary = — 2 20 25 — 22 1,193 
White Serges e | | VVV 
Camblets — „% TY 9 | 5 
Shalloons - - | 3 * 
Jeanets — — 7,639 — — 6,543] 393 
Velvets =} — — 2 | 
_ Caſimirs _ = - — — — 4, oo 1,780 | 
Calamancoes -= | — — 108 : | 
Brocades — — - 
| Total Woollens - — 4. 5 — 4. 39,413 | 
METALS. 
| | Tons. Ct. Qrs. Ib, | [Tons Ct. Qrs. Ib. 2 
Copper [ 8 1 19 > 129 45 
Lead „ . 1865 17 :& 19 283 17 — 23] 5,634 
Sheet Lead -| — 16 3 26 | CUE 
e 5s - |: 62:-6 1 144 87 17 # 31-4078 
Steel 2 26 4.16 -- [16-29-17 652 
Total Metals - — T. 7,790 Ne L.] 8, 363 
Grand Teta! E — £\ 48 
| | 2 | 
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| 


An ACCOUNT of the Remains of EUROPE GOODS at 
BO, from 1783-4 to 1784-5. 


1783-4. 1784-5. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. | Value. 8 
WOOLLENS. 5 - 
B 4 cloth : Bales, Cloths, F L. Bales. Cloths. J 4 | 
road Cloth BD „ SET: 
Do. - cut and looſe - 4— | 94+ 2 1 13 | 
Wilton Carpeting -= _ — — — — 
Long Ellss— i 2,438 11a 2 PG. 5,11 
Broad Do. 8 _ 2 — m — — | 
Camblets - is 3 £064: 104. 11 Ps 73 
Allepines — 121134 e 1134 Ks. 10 
Thickſets — — — e Pe A 
. Fuſtians - - — ©! __ 1 
Caſimirs - 8 — — — — 
Shalloons - - _ I es as 1 — 
Total Woollens - — L.] 12,225 | — L.] 12,958 
EIN ' | 
METALS. | 
| „ 55 . 
; Tons. Ct. Qrs. Ib. 7 I Tons. Ct. Qrs. 1b, | 4 
Lead - - 30-354 593 [32 19 — 16 | 684 
Iron - [x20 12 2 22 2528 1 1,182 
Steel — - 4-0 1-87 } 98 20 7 — 24 | 596 
Copper, Fine - | 26 2 2 264] 23,785 [94 4 1 54] 10,287 | 
Plates - | -3. 19 183 162 | 2 1 — 26 189 
„epa -=| — 5 - 20. 22 |—-' 4 — 21 | 20 
I - _ — | — 19 — 
Total Metals e 4. 7,179 "wy L. 41,595 
Grand Total — | — 40 19,404 |= 4. 84,853 
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A. PPE NDI X, No. 7, continited. 


Commons. 


An ACCOUNT of the Remains of EUROPE GOODS at 
| BOMBAT, from KITES: -6 to — 


WOOLLENS. 


Do. - cut and looſe 
Wilton . 
Long Ells 
Camblets = 
Thick ſets N 


Calimirs 
Shalloons 5 


Total Woollens 


178 5-6. 


1786 7. 


p Quantity. 


Bales, 
3 
5 2 


Cloths. | | 


| | Value. 


. 


5 


| 


i Quantity. 


1134 Ys. 20 


Cloths. 


I Value. 


10,954 


— 


4,861 


Lead Ae 


Iron EN 
Steel > 


Oe) Fine 


Plates 
: Japan 
Tin . 


Total Metals 


„FCC Tax, 
SY 2 


| Tons. Ct. on. w. 


48 17 2 18 


241 — 2 141 
89 18 - 273 


Grand Total - 


78 17 3 wt 


39 15 1 72 


1,056 
| Js 


25.96 
I 19 
3.868 


| 40,478 


Al 


4 52,279 


Tons. Ct. Qrs. lbs. 1 
25 132 


$4 3 *-93 


— 4 - 12 


9 2 7 
| 55 12 3 163] 6 
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APPENDIX, No. 7, continued. 


An ACCOUNT of the Remains of EUROPE GOODS at 
BOMBAY, from 1787-8 to 1789-90. 


— — 


1787 


8. 


1788-9. 


Quantity. 


— 


IzBales. Cloths, 
548 2 


Fe 
366 7 
3 

. 


| Tons, Ct. Qrs. Ib. 


[4723 66 
12 11 2 74 


4 


| : l 
Value. {| 


Ts 4. 


Bales; Cloths. |] 
„„ 

2,48) vd—48 
IlYds | 


* Bale, | bs 
I 447Yds | 


Quantity. 


166 
„ 
3 
121 


— 


1 23yds | 


5 Value. 


Bales. Cloths. 
15217 1 


1,563 Vs. 
250 Pieces. 
27 — 


| I I56Yds. 
— 1034 
1 23 
1 163 


Tons. Ct. Ors. Ih. 


68 8 3 26 


— — 


Tons. Ct. Qrs. Ib. 
— 1 20 
3 19 

1 6 


1789-90. 
: 


Quantity. 


— 


. Value. 


8 
60 


224 
74,754 


— bon © 7 * a — OB 


p 
— — , — — 
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APPENDIX, No. 5, continued. 


- 


COMMONS, 


* 


An ACCOUNT of the Remains of EUROPE GOODS at | 
| BENGAL, from 1783-4 to 1784-5. 


* 


17834. 1784-8. 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
WOOLLENS. | 5 5 
1 2 5 bo | Lo 8 a 1 
5 ; Bales. Pieces, 2 Bales. Pieces. 8 
Broad Cloth, Superfine — — e — 
Medleys, Do. — 8 — — 
Fins 2k enn 1d 5 8,355 
ieee e 692-54: 2460131 - ally 14,709 
_ OFamary --_ =]. 1,289 --- 5 52,29 1,016 4 41,202 
Broad Per pets, Ordinary 55 2 2324 63 4 25,748 
| Fine EE oe 2 910 „ 336 
Imitation of Caſimirs - — . — Þþ — — u — 
Perpets, Fine 3 2,245] 7 4 467 
Ordinary 6% 1% 3.05 5 58 12 2,556 
Tabbinets <= = <= — | — — — 
Flann ess 10 872 1 19 170 
Serges, White — þ- $a.” 321 3 — 321 
Velvets „F 9 | — — — 
Caſimirs — — — — FO „ 
Total Woollens | a P 108,982 . £ 70,864 
— — - — — —— e | 
METALS. 
8 Irons. ct. Ors. lb.. > Tons. Ct. Qrs. lb.. 1 
Popper '-lo8r 1: 999% 8 86,425 
Lead „„ — i e 9d 
Iron - - SLAG! © 2 Go  3-0996[153 — — — 2,948| 
— Te Fu ee Ty gow] © 
Tin * rn 14} — 2 4 = I4 
Total Metals - i + . 104,343 1 V ? 90,170 
£ 5 1 151 | | | OY 1 
Grand Total = — L. 213,25 — _ 161,034 
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An ACCOUNT of the Remains of EUROPE GOODS at 


APPENDIX, No. 75 continued. 


JOURNAL. 


BENGAL, from 1785- 0 to 1787-8. 


1785-6. 1786-7. 1787-8. 
I Quantity, Value. | Quantity. | Value, | Quantity. | Value. 
: 3 4. | = ; 1 | | : Le 
Bales, Pieces, Bales, Pieces, Bales, Piece. 
6% 37d 1456 3 „n e 4 |: 46588 
188 5 7961 i IN 131 
638 4 25,873 695 2 28,210 524 1175254 
5 2 2,906 39 8 9780 385ͤ öLÿ 14339 
8 564 _ 8 48 8 8 521 
16 18 f 1,054 3: Is 233 4. I2 
. 4102 123 8 1,035 51 6 2,309 
Y 321 » | | wh 
— F. 51,306 on E; 40,011 1 £ 25,125 
” — : - 
2 E 
iN 9 1 
Tons, ct. Ors. Ib. 5 Tons. Ct. Qrs. w. f t rons. Ct. Qrs. Ib. 

269 3 — — 27,410 296 2 — —| 29,699 [495 4 — — 355175 
— — 1 8 —— 28 8 5— 1385 
73.1 — | 1,500] 76-4 |: 1,490 ] 33 75 oj 49; 
10 12 — —| 306 2 19 — — 118 — 3 
„ 1 ; Ws 

— 2 29,223 — 4 31,302 — £1 39,583 


: 


- 4 
«ARE « erg — — 


6 om. * Ea — « 
x on ne nag „ 


U —— 
2 — IE 
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COMMONS, 


APPENDIX, No. 5, continued. 


An ACCOUNT of the Remains of EUROPE GOODS at 
BENGAL, from 1788- -9 to OY 


1788-9. 1789-90. 
Z Quantity. x Value. Quantity. Value 
IVOOLLENS. FC þ 
55 Bales. Pieces. + | Bales, Pieces. | &r 7s 
Broad Cloth, Superfine | — „ 
| Medleys, ._- 1 $33 888 T 
Fine - - „ 45691 3 1 $2997 1 
Aurora = = I7 33 7 300 — 19, - 
8 Ordinary 638 2 22,592 262 411,205 
Broad Perpets, ae WES + +. „544 5 9: 1. 24004 1 
Fine 7 . 454 ; 8 
Imitation of Cafimirs - TT _ —_ 68 1 8 5 
Perpets, Fine — 8 12 „ i 
Ordinary =. 89 19 4,057 14535 9 {| 6,663 
Tabbinets - = = = — 2 — 355 
Flannels - += = <= 9 — 34 | 
Serges, White = - | . : 
Velvets 5 I — os 7⁴ 275 
Caſimirs 115 8 ie -:..8 15876 
Total Woollens — LI. 40,270 — Fr 637893 
METALS. 
rt: Tons. Ct. Ors. lb. ens et. On. Ww. 
Copper -= | 20 17 — — ] 2,056 | 23 6 — —| 2,258 
Lead - — 4 | 26 14 — — 643-5 21—= ͤ 
Iron — — 121 — — 463 15 — — —] I4 
Steel - - | 73 18 — —| 2,611 my 122 
ITT DT OT | | = 
| Total Metals. — — 4 5,773 e L. 2,963 
Grand Total - — L. 46,043 — L. 56,556 
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= AP PEN DIX. No. 8. 8 

An ACCOUNT of the Number of Bales and Pieces of Woollens, 
Sc. exported to India, from the Year 1784 to 1790 ; diſ- 
tingutſhing each Tear. Eos 


Years, BROAD CLOTH. LONG ELLS. 


| CAMBLETS, 
| 1 | —— | & c. 
— — an | — — — 2 G A 1 | 3 
Bales. | Pieces. | Bales, | Pieces. |Bales.| Pieces. 


1784] 1,922 | 5,7773 | 243 3964] 17] 442 
1785] 1,384 | 4,297 369 | 45,161 | 16| 250 
1786] 1,966 [6,0914 901 | 12,751 | 11] 456 
1787 1,720 3.6121 5111 8,010 | 58 574 
1788] 1,796 | 5,4903 | 709 | 10,580 57 1,278 
1789] 1,375 | 4.193 | 335 | 5977 | 13] 297 
1790] 1,309 | 4-170 | 194 | 3,486 | 39 619 


WO aaI— 


11,532 | 35,632 . þ $64] pare 


1 APPEN DIX, No. g. 
| Extradl of the Commercial Treaty concluded with the Nabob 
. Visier, the 25th July 1788. „ 
Art. V. BROAD Cloth, iron, copper, lead, manufactures 
of iron, copper, lead, gold, or ſilver, raw ſilk, filk piece goods, 
cCotton piece goods, and piece goods made partly of ſilk and 
partly of cotton, exported from the dominions of the Company 
to the dominions of the Vizier, ſhall pay an import duty of two 
and an half per Cent. to his Excellency, on the price ſpecified 
In the Rowannah taken out in the Company's dominions. 
Art. IX. All goods not ſpecified in the foregoing articles, 
exported from the reſpective dominions of the — * par- 


ties, ſhall be ſubject to a duty of five per Cent. on the valuation 


inſerted in the Rowannah of the country from whence they were 
originally exported. If the goods ſhall have been exported from 
the Company's dominions to the dominions of the Nawab Vizier, 
his Excellency will collect the duty aforeſaid at one of the ſta- 
tions mentioned in the third article: If from the territories of 
his Excellency to the dominions of the Company, two and an 
half per Cent. ſhall be levied at the firſt eſtabliſhed ſtation in the 
_ diſtrift of Benares, and two and an half per Cent. at the firſt 


authorized ſtation in the province of Behar; or ſhould the ſaid 


goods enter the Company's provinces without paſſing through 
the juriſdiction of Benares, the whole duty of five per Cent. 
ſhall be collected at the firſt authorized ſtation in the province 
of Behar. 5 | 

Vor. WM: X AfPPENDIX, 
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APPENDIX, No. 10, 


Extrad of the Ger s Commercial Letter to Bombay, dated 
21/t April 1790. 
IN reſpect to the woollens, it is with the moſt ſerious regret 


wo learn, that the trade therein is ſenſibly on the decay: As this 


branch of manufacture is of the firſt 3 importance to the intereſts 


of the country at large, we have at all times been deſirous of 


giving it every aſſiſtance and ſupport in our power, even at the 
expence of a diminution of thoſe advantages to which, in our 
mercantile capacities, we had the faireſt claim; nor ſhould we 


now heſitate to ſacrifice every idea of profit Whatever. could the 


vend thereby either be aſſiſted or extended. Conſidered there- 
fore as a national concern, it becomes highly neceſſary that the 
cauſes of this decay ſhould be fully and minutely aſcertained and 
ſet forth; and we accordingly direct, that on the receipt of theſe 
advices (or as ſoon after as may be convenient) you cauſe an 
enquiry to be ſet on foot for the purpoſe of procuring every 
degree of needful information on the ſubject. In the proſecu- 
tion of this inveſtigation, we think it material that your attention 


| thould principally be directed to the following points: 
_ 1ſt. To aſcertain the quantity and aſſortments of woollens 


formerly vended at your ſales, and for what markets N were 
ultimately deſigned. _ 


2d. How far thoſe quantities have been, or are at preſent, 


increaſed or diminiſhed. 


gd. To what immediate or eventual can wen increaſe or 


| decreaſe has been owing. 


4. Whether thoſe markets are now ſupplied trongh any 
other medium than that of our ſales; and, 

Sth. If fo, whether that ſupply is furniſhed by ay other 
nation, or by illicit traders of our wm. 

6th. What alterations have LEN place in the invoice : and 
ſelling prices. 


7th. Whether any, and hm difference A as to the 


qualities of the articles now toppled, SORES with thoſe of 7 
former periods; and, 


8th. Whether any, and what meaſures can be adopted, if not 


for extending, at leaſt for bong this branch of commerce to | 
its former ſtate. . 
Par. 26. In your purſuits refpecting theſe, as well as any es paints 


that may occur, as pertinent to the ſubje& in queſtion, it ſtrikes us that you 


may derive much uſeful information, by conſulting with ſome of the moſt 
eminent of the Britiſh and Native merchants refiding under the Company's 
protection; but as you may be the beſt judges altogether of the manner in 
which the object. of our wiſhes can be beſt effected, we leave it to you to 


act therein as you ſhall deem beſt ſuited to the end propoſed, truſting that a 


ſenſe of that duty you owe not only to the Company but to your country, 


Will lead you to give the ſubject every degree of attention, the nature and 


— 


the ee of it appears to require ny demand. 
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APPENDIX, No. 12, 


PRICE. CURRENT of EUROPE GOODS for BOMBAY 
MARKET, if Five or Six Ships came in the Seaſon, "I be 


 fulſicient far each Ship' 8 * 


1 . 


500 0 Single and double. of Sorts, 


rom 3 to 10 Inches 
$9. 8 of Canvas, from 1 to 


3 No. 3 


1 


| | 3 Rupees 85 5 | 
200 Candy of Iron, flat thin Bars -| 75 Per Candy of 20 Maunds 
5,000 Maunds of Copper of Sorts | | 7 
* Ditto of Plate 16 oy mt per Maund of 37 
1 ooo Ditto of thick has „ „„ 80 Ho ie Do. 
500 Ditto Stick, but thin - - -| 18 Do). Do. 
soo Ditto Round Sheet, thick. - 20 D. Do. 
Qaickſilver - — | 35 Do. 2 6; 
1,000 Wt. of Lead in ſmall Pigs 12 Per Hundred Weight. 
100 Do. of Do. Sheet VP Do. 
200 Do. Red Lead, in mall Caſks | 12 | Do. - 5 Do. 
100 Do. White Da. - - Do. -| 13 | Do. - Do. 
200 Do. Steel in Faggots | - | 14 1 Dag; - 90. 
. 200 Do. Iron Bolts - -- 10 Do. Do. 
Fo Anchors, from 13 to 8 Cwt. 13 | Div +. 6 
50 Grapnals, from 1 to 7 Po. 15 | Do. - Do. 
50 Wt. Iron Hoops 14 DO. Do. 
100 Do. of Glaſs Beads of . 50 Deo. Do; 
5300 Pounds Saffron, but dry - 18 Per Pound, 1 
1,000 Do. of Cochineal r - -| 9 | Do, 5 
MARINE STORES. | 
300 Cwt. of Cordage of Sorts 
100 Coil, ſmall, from 1 to 5 Inches, 
| about 20 Cwt. 
More of 6 'Thread Ratlin, will 
| be about 200 Cwt. 
20 Do. Hawſer, few cables, 6 to . 
; 10, in all about 20 Coil; oY 
about 100 Wt. . 
BLOcks. 


30 per Cent, 
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yo” 


F 


100 Pieces of boning, but molt 
Rede 


5 LOG. Anchors, from 25 to 35 9 0 


Cw 
50 Kegs of Paint of __ but | 


TY 
1 Jar Linſeed Oil 
1600 Pound Wt. Twine, and few 
Skin Lines of Sorts = + 


| Glaſs Ware of Sorts, about 25 | 


Cheſts 3 


Globe Lamps, and a few Cab- 5 
bin Lam 
Wall Shade 


Table Sades = ES 


Hand Globe - = „ — "os | 


Hanging Jarandoles, but plain 
Cut from 8 do 12 Lights, and 
Some different Lights - - - 
Roſe-Water Bottles 


Small thick plain Wine Glaſſes, 


o 
Table Luſtres, from 4 to 6 
Lights, plain cut, few dif- 
ferent Colours 
10 Pair large Looking-Glaſſes, 
_ ſquare, from 40 to 70 Inches 
in length, but men Gilt 
Frames - 
20 Boxes of Window Glaſs, from 
6 to 9 Inches - 
10 Do. fquare Hand Lanthorns 


SADLERY. 
4 Pair Chariot Harneſs - = 


10 Single Harneſs 5 „ 


r 


Few Pair Shoes and Boots 


EATABLES and DRINKABLES. 


10 Do. Pale Ale 


30 C Porter 


30 Do. Pale Ale 
3 Cheſts Perry Wine 


8 
2 Chiefs Claret: ot 
10 Do. Porter es Wha - — 1 


| * 30 per Cent, 


> 


_ Coſt, 


30 per Cent, « on ka- 
rope Coſt. 


50 per Cent. 
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Do. in large and ſmall Diſhes 


Lead in Sheets — 
White Lead in Do. YE 


74 PARLIAMENTARY 


Commons- 


Hams and Cheeſes, 
1,000 Pound 8 
New Faſhion Argon Table 
| Clock with Plain Work 


2 Boxes of Hats, of Sorts SOS CL 


| 


Under- mentioned Articles a Demand. . 


Cutlery 

| Ironmonger 
Silk Ho. y 

_ Stationary | 

Sword Blades 

Jewellery _ 

Tar and Pitch 

_ Homn Lanthorns 

Perfumery 

Millinery 


Plumbs and Raſherry Brandy 5 


Rum 
Pickle 


© | | | 


Silver Plates 


about 


> 5o per Cent, 


go per Cent. 


” 40 per Cent. 


Prices of Europe Articles in BOMBAY, 2 5th December 1790, 


| 


2 10 2 " 9 : _ — 


Iron in Narrow Bar- 


Do. in Flat Bars - CRE. 
Do. in Square Boxes 
Copper in Sheet for Sheathing | 


Do. in Thick Sheets Þ 


Do. in thick and thin Plates 
Do. in Japan - - 


Lead in Pigs 
Red Lead in Kegs, Common - 


Steel in Faggots - — 
Iron Hoops for Caſks = 


— 
1 % * % | 0 


| GlaſsWarein HangingLamps, Shades, | 


* Wine Glaſſes, and our, 


| PerSurat Candy, or Eng- | 


Rs. per Do. 


_ liſh Pound, 747 —3_ 
Candies 1 Ton 


| Rupees Do. — Do, 


Do. — Do. — Do. 
Rs. per Do. Maund of 


37-3 Do. 
 _— - Do. 


Rs. per Do. — Do. 
Rs. per Do, — Do. 
Rs. per Do. — Do. 
Rs. per Hundred Weight 
Rs. per Do. — Do. 
Rs. per Do. — Do. 


Rs. per Do. — Do. 
Rs, per Do. 
Rs. per Surat Candy of 


— Do. 
Epglih Pound 747. 


per Cent, on Coſt. 
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5 Prapecsf Ib Ro 
10 1 Glaſſes of al Sizes, Ia -| 30 [per Cent. on Coſt, 
Window Glaſſes, large, from 12 to 14. „% ᷑ PPPNN— 
and 14 to 18 - 15 [per Cent. on Coſt. 
Window Glaſſes, ſmall, 4 to 6, and 6 7 
to 8 - | 25 [per Cent. on Coſt. : 
Glaſs Beads of all Colours 460 Rs. per Hundred Weight 
Cordage from 2/2 to 7 Inches 19 Rs. per Hundred Weight 
No. from 7 to 12, and from 12 to 18 17 Rs. per Hundred Weight 
Canvas, No, 1 toy = - - 60 per Cent. on the Coſt. 
Lines and T wines -] 60 [per Cent. on Do). 
Tar and Pitch - — 10 ſto 15 per Cent. 
Painters Colours — -| 15 [per Cent, on Do. 
Compaſſes - | — 415 fer Do. 
Sheer Maſt and Spars _— -| 15 |to 20perCent. onthe Colt. 
Blocks of all Sizes zo [per Cent on the Cot. 
Guns, ſmall -<- — -| 50 [per Cent on the Coſt, | 
Gudgeons and Pintles for the Ms jo LEY 
mall Sizes 30 to 40 perCent.on theCot 
Iron ,—Braſs and Iron Cheſt Locks, * 
large Braſs Door Hinges, Deſk Fur-| | 
niture, Braſs and Iron Handles off | 
all Sizes, Spenter Padlocks, Hand 1 
Vices, Bench Vices, Nails from Z 
Sixpenny to . and few 13 3 
Deck Nails - 2 [25 5 30 per Cent. on the 
3 oft. ] | 
| Cutlery, common Sorts * | 20 per Cent. on the Coſt. 
Sword Blades "MW as 40 per Cent. on the Coſt, 
Perfumery - < = -| — [Prime Coſt. 
Millinery - = 9 -| 60 ſto oper Dent. on the Coſt 
_ Stationary _ 3 * -| — [Prime Coſt. 
 Haberdaſhery = - -| — {Prime Coſt, _ 
Hats 40 [per Cent. on the Coſt. 
Cotton Stockings 2 * -| 60 [per Cent. on the Coſt. 
Silk Stockings = 335 ſto 40 per Cent. on the Coſt 
Buttons for Coats - = -| 3o [per Cent. on the Coft, 
Childrens Toys — -| 20 [per Cent, — Do. 
Cloth for Coats = = -| 3o [per Cent. on = Do. 
Shoes and Boos -| co ſtobo per Cent. on the Coll, 
_  Cochineal - -| 1o [Rs. per Pound. | 
Saffron high-coloured and free of oil 16. Rs. per Pound. 
Saffron with Oil - ' 13 [Rs. per Pound. 
Quickſilver - - 40 Rs. per Surat Maunds of 
. : J. 373 Pound Engliſh. 
Cinebar in Kegs = — -] — Rs. per Do. — Do. 


1 
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APPENDIX, No. 13. 


Enxtradt of a Letter from Captain Kennaway, dated the 24th 
February 1791, entered on the Fort St. George Conſultations 
the 11th March 1791. REI 


I HAVE acknowledged already the receipt of your different 
letters to the Nizam ; the firſt on the ſubject of teak timbers paſſ- 
ing the Godavery being exempted from duties; the ſecond, 
expreſſive of your readineſs to ſupply his Highneſs with goods 
from the Company's Warehouſe. The former I have delivered, 
and, with a ſpeedy anſwer to it, have been promiſed, that 
though the heavieſt duties on this article are levied by a Ze- 
mindar, who, owing to the Nizam's abſence from his capital, 


is not at preſent in proper ſubjection, ſuch means as are practi- 


cable ſhall be taken to relieve the timber merchants from his 
=, Dre nu 

On the ſubject of the ſecond, I have had ſeveral converſations 
with the Nizam's miniſters, in which I have found ſo little rea- 
ſon to think your offer would be accepted of, nay, that it would 
not be conſtrued into ſome ſiniſter intention with regard to the 
Peiſhcuſh, that I am very averſe to delivering the letter, which 
I therefore ſhall not do, till I hear further from you; the ob- 
Jef of it, indeed, if obtainable, I ſhould not conceive of any 
great advantage, on account of the very ſmall quantity of goods 
the Nizam would require, and the narrow and illiberal ſpirit 
which marks this government, in every pecuniary or mercantile 
tranſaction it is engaged in. „„ LES: 


SECOND 
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SECOND REPORT 


OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE (APPOINTED BY THE COURT 
Or DIRECTORS TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE 
EXPORT TRADE FROM GREAT BRITAIN TO THE EAST 
INDIES, RELATIVE TO THE EXPORT TRADE TO CHINA) 
LAID BEFORE THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS 
OF THE COMMITTEE OF PRIVY COUNCIL APPOINTED 
FOR ALL MATTERS RELATING TO TRADE AND FO- 
REIGN PLANTATIONS; WITH AN APPENDIX: DATED 
THE 29 DECEMBER, 1791. 


FOUR 8 i to the Reſolution of Court of 
the 7th Inſtant, have taken into their conſideration a letter 
from William F awkener, Eſquire, dated 24th November, 1791, 
by which it appears, that the Lords of the Committee of Privy 
Council, appointed for all matters relating to Trade and Foreign 
Plantations, having reſumed the conſideration of your Com- 
mittee's Report on the Export Trade from Great Britain to the 
Eaſt Indies, defire © that a Report may in like manner be made 
on the Export Trade to China, Japan, and Perſia, ſo that 
their Lordſhips may be enabled to judge what proſpect there 
may be of extending or opening ſuch trade with any of thoſe 
« countries.“ 
The nature of their Lordſhips preſent enqui being ſimilar 
to that which occaſioned your Committee's Ae Report 
reſpecting India, they preſume a ſimilar arrangement of infor- | 


mation may moſt effectually anſwer the purpoſes deſired. 
That arrangment is as follows: 


1ſt. The quantity and value in England of he perl articles N 


exported by the Company, and the profit or loſs on the ſale 
of thoſe articles. 


24d. Such information as can be procured reſpecting the ex- 
ports in private trade, allowed to the commanders and 
officers of the Company's ſhips, and the particular articles 
which compole that export. 


3d. Such information as can be procured reſpeQling illicit 
trade. 
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4th. The beſt means of computing the quantity of tonnage. 
unoccupied on board the Company's ſhips, on the outward- 
bound voyage. 

Sth. The Company's endeavours to increaſe and extend the 

conſumption of Britiſh manufactures and produce, and to 

add new articles of that deſcription to the liſt of exports; 
the reſult of thoſe endeavours, and the reaſons to be aſſigned 
for their ſuccels or failure, 

Finally. Such remarks as occur reſpecting the export by 

the Company, and by individuals; and the beſt means that 
can be deviſed for extending the lame. 


"Although your Committee will endeavour to confine them- 
ſelves to what has paſſed ſince the ſeaſon 1784-5, in order to 
| preſerve as much as poſſible an uniformity in their proceedings, 
yet the nature of the preſent enquiry renders a retroſpective 
view of the Company's commerce, &c. more frequently requiſite 
than it was in the former Report. 

The information contained in that Report will render it 
unneceſſary io enter into ſo much general detail; and they will, 
as far as poſſible, endeavour to avoid repetition. But as their 
Lordſhips have been pleaſed to extend their enquiries far beyond 
what was firſt propoſed, and in addition to the Company's ex- 

port trade to China, to mention Japan and Perſia, your Com- 
mittee will firſt repeat a few general heads of remark, and then 
proceed to a diſcuſſion of the objects requeſted by their Lord- 
| ſhips in two ſeparate Reports; the firſt of which ſhall be con- 
lined to China, and the other to Japan and Perſia. 


F1R5T. —The Ovantity and Value of the Company" 8 Ex- 
4 PORTS, with the Profit and Loſs thereon. 


Accounts of the particulars of the Company's exports to 


China, having been produced by the proper ollicer, founded on 
the ſame data as in the former Report; 


And the rate of exchange eſtimated at 6s. 8d. per tale; 
A copy of thoſe accounts will be found in the Appendix,— — 
From them it will ! as follows; vg. | 


FEB. 1793. 


By the SALES of EUROPE GOODS in CANTON, it 


JOURNAL. 


A that ' in 


3 


La 


| Woollens were Leaving a Nett # Nan Loſs | 
Seaſon | ſold, amount= | Profit on the on the {[OrperCent. 
7 ing to Firit Coſt. Firſt Coſt. 

1781-2 L. 565,477 125 . 40692] 7% 

1782-3 3 e | 25 
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1767-0 206, 59 — 1. 4001 }---2$-: 

1788-9 309,141 — 17,2204 5 4 

1789-90 321,132 — 159995 | 5 7s 

d 8,9994 2 258 

2, 2 30, 888 5 : 
Total! Nett Loſs for Ten Years) s . 
on Woollens 8 1. 82,5163 
Metals were Leaving a Nett Loſs 5 
Seaſon fold, amount- Nett Profit on | on the Or per Cent. 
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Mo OT 7 (8 £o* 

1781-2 10,790 239 4 — 4% 
1782-3 q,7801 | — 2731 1270 
1783.4 ⁵ 20,7 — 6,678 42 2 

1784-5 1,019 —_ 4.4938 434 

1785-0 28,160 — 11,995 4842 

1780-7 454144 | — 20,494 | 5143 
2787-8 | 40,925 | — | 17-1984 | 46+ - 

1788-9 41,948] = 19,1464 | 495 

1789-90 65905 | 23.9184 | 424 

- 1790-91 142,312 2 wf 

7 402,121 2994 108,641 

1 2394 
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125 src. Exports in PRIVATE. TRADE allowed to Com- 5 
manders and Officers. 


On this head your Committee have to confirm the informa- 
tion ſtated in the Firſt Report; obſerving, however, that the 
Court have this ſeaſon agreed to extend the privilege of the 
commanders and officers, in pere trade outwards, from 87 to 

92 tons per ſhip. 

And they muſt acquaint the Court, that no official Jocuments 
exiſt to diſtinguiſh what articles of thoſe exports in private trade, 
on proportion of the whole amount thereof, are lent o 

ina. 

It is known, nevertheleſs, that the export trade of the com- 
manders and officers, whether permitted or illicit, has been con- 
fined to a very few articles: Skins and furs are ſuppoſed to con- 

ſtitute the principal amount in point of value. 
Previous to the independence of America, ginſeng alſo form- 
ed an article of private export. 
I) be reſt conſiſt of glaſs of various deſcriptions, jewellery, 
toys, and watches, cuttings of cloth, a very few woollens, lome 
cutlery and hard ware, and ſilver, 
If there be any other articles, they are ſo trifling as to have 
_ eſcaped the notice of your Committee. The article of quick- 


ſilver, which was formerly conſiderable, has been for ſome time 
5 abandoned altogether. 


Tris. —ILLICIT TRADE. 


Your Committee have already ſubmitted to the Court all the 
information they can procure on this ſubject, relative to India; 
but they muſt obſerve that the articles of naval and military 

ſtores and copper, which form almoſt the whole of the illicit 

trade, as explained in the former Report for India, will not 

| anſwer in China, Naval and military ſtores are unſaleable, and 

from the jealous apprehenſions of the Chineſe the Company 

_ finda difficulty in being permitted to keep even the guns and 
ſtores neceſſary for their ſhips. With regard to copper, it is 


the chief article which Japan furniſhes 1 in return for the 1 imports 
of her foreign trade. | 


FourTH —TONNAGE unoccupied on the Company s Out- 
Voard- bound Ships. / 


wich your Committee muſt again refer to their Firſt Report. 


Fir Tk. The Company s Endeavours to ee and extend 
the Conſumption of BRITISH MANUFACTURES and 
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PRODUCE, and to add new Articles of that Deſcription 
to the Liſt of Exports; the Reſult of thoſe Endeavours, 
and the Reaſons to be aſſigned for their Succeſs or 
Failure. 
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Conformably to the plan which your Committee have pre- 


ſcribed to themſelves, they now proceed to ſtate their beſt infor- 


mation on theſe points reſpetting China.—That vaſt kingdom, 


with regard to its internal commerce, is yet unknown to Euro- 


peans. Many years have indeed elapſed, ſince the firſt com- 
munication took place between Europe and China; almoſt every 
conſiderable European nation has had an intercourſe with that 
country by ſea or by land. Ambaſſadors and miſſionaries have 


reſided in the capital. It was therefore ſuppoſed that the 
fulleſt information exiſted with regard to the internal commerce 


of the country. But whatever gratification the philoſopher or 
the antiquary may find in the publications reſpecting this famous 
empire, the merchant can derive no aſſiſtance from them. It 
has been found that opinions hazarded by individuals for the 
extenſion and improvement of the trade, by means different from 


the uſual mode of proceeding, have conſtantly failed upon ex- 


periment, and have entailed conſequences permanently injuri— 


ous to the Company's commerce. Voyage writers, among 
other ſuperficial obſervers, have conduced to theſe errors; they 


have been ſtruck with the poliſhed manners of the Chineſe, the 


mildneſs and juſtice which appear in all their public edits, and 
the known character of the preſent Emperor, who during along 


reign has diſtinguiſhed himſelf by a ſtrict adherence to the adm1- 
niſtration of juſtice, and a general protection conſtantly afforded 
to the property and perſons of foreigners, as well as his own 
ſubjects. They have entertained an opinion, that the preſent 
cramped and humiliated ſtate of the European trade in China, 
muſt be entirely attributed to the want of ability and exertion 
of the traders themſelves; who, by laying a ſtate of their com- 


plaints before the Emperor, might immediately obtain effectual : 


redreſs of all grievances. It remains however to be diſcovered, 
in what manner a free communication with the Emperor is to 
be acquired; and (which is ſtill more eee in what manner 
the Emperor's orders for redreſs can be carried into effect, con- 
formably to the ſpirit, as well as the letter of thoſe orders. 
Applications to Pekin have been made on ſeveral occaſions; 


and they have ſucceeded in obtaining from the Emperor the 


moſt peremptory commands for redreſs. Thoſe edicts which 
related to the Engliſh, have been executed with the utmoſt 
civility and attention to our nation, and conformably to the 
ideas entertained in China of the true principles of juſtice. The 


| Mandarine | 
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Mandarine to whom ſome of theſe complaints alluded was 
depoſed, and reſtitution was made. But the Company found 
themſelves in the end burthened with pecuniary impoſitions on 
their Commerce fully equal to the reſtitution made, and which, 
in the inſtance alluded to, it is feared will remain as a tax on the 
Company, although the wa hd of complaint was merely of a 
temporary nature. 
© Under theſe circumſtances, it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 
that neither the Company nor their ſupra cargoes in China could 
| have been diſpoſed to adopt any of the numerous wild projects 
which have been preſented to them. They had, on every occa- 
Hon, experienced a total want of ſubſtantial juſtice; for many 
experiments have actually been tried, which, after producing 
inſult, humiliation, impriſonment, and great lols, have ever 
roved abortive. 5 
It it ſhall ſtill be urged, 8 that this failure has ariſen 
from a want of ſpirit or ability in the Company's ſervants, your 
Committee muſt refer to what has been done by other Euro— 
pœans ſettled in China, ſome of whom have been enabled to 
communicate with Pekin, by means of the miſſionaries who have 
reſided there occaſionally for centuries. Your Committee do 
not know of a ſingle inſtance, in which even theſe apparent 
advantages have enabled other foreigners to benefit in prefer. 
ence to the Engliſh, It is true that they have not ſuffered in the 
ſame degree with our countrymen, and for reaſons ſtated by the 
Chineſe; 972. that the Engliſh are a reſtleſs diſcontented ſet 
of people.“ However this reproach may impeack the prudence 
and diſcretion of the Company's ſervants, it muſt remove every 
idea of their want of exertion. | | 
Numerous obſtacles to the trade ariſe from the nature of the 
Chineſe government, which is the moſt corrupt in the univerſe. 
Perhaps motives of policy (however miſtaken) may operate with 
the Chinele in confining the European trade to Canton, We 
know that the profits of the merchants in Canton are confider- 
able. We know that tea is produced to the northward of that 
place; that the great conſumption for furs and woollens muſt | 
be in the capital or 1ts neighbourhood; that of conſequence the 
growers of tea would receive a much higher price, and the 
conſumers of turs and woollens would purchaſe at a much : 
cheaper rate, if our ſhips were permitted to proceed to a port in 
the north of China. Still, however, Europeans are confined to 
a diſtant port, and placed under reftritions in other reſpects, 
which ſtrongly indicate jealouſy and ſuſpicion. 
Indeed at the firſt commencement ot the trade with China, 
Europeans were admitted freely into all the ports; but it muſt 
be owned their diſſolute and irregular manners ſoon occaſioned 
Y their 


— 
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their being reſtrained to Canton. What motives may now 
exiſt for the continuance of thoſe reſtraints, or what means are 
 pratticable for their removal, your Committee cannot pretend to 
determine. The merchants, with whom alone any conſiderable 
communication is had, are generally ſo ignorant as uot to know 
what events are paſling, if out of their own diſtrict. Nay, the 
knowledge of moſt of them 1s confined to the occurrences of the 
town where they happen to reſide. 5 85 7 
Your Committee cannot therefore obtain any particular 
information upon which they can rely, relative to the various 
ſituations and deſcriptions of people in China, who either do, or 
are likely to conſume Britiſh produce and manufacture. It is 
only generally known, that woollens and furs are conſumed in 
the northern parts; that tin is uſed for religious purpoſes and 
conſumed every where; and the jewellery, toys, watches, &c. 
have been no doubt for the uſe of the great and of the affluent 
- ot every deſcriptio . . . 
The Chineſe are timid and ſuperſtitious in the extreme, and 
naturally diſinclined to innovation. | TY 3 
Their extraordinary caution in preventing Europeans from 
tranſgreſſing the bounds preſcribed for them in the port of Can- 
ton, and alſo from acquiring the language, is notorious. 

It has been difficult, nay almoſt impoſſible, to perſuade them 
of the advantage which would reſult to themſelves from extend- 
ing the import of foreign articles into China. 3 

Your Committee therefore preſume they ſhall be juſtified in 
their opinion, that the only mode of increaſing and extendin 
the conſumption of Britiſh articles in China, is by means of the 
uſual and accuſtomed channels of trade now open; and that any 
endeavours, by a contrary mode of proceeding, would not only 
miſcarry, but be productive of the moſt fatal conſequences. _ 

If this opinion, founded upon the beſt information of the 
nature of the Chineſe government, and of the manners and 

cuſtoms of the inhabitants, ſhall be thought to require further 
proof, your Committee are perſuaded that every doubt will be 
removed in the further progreſs of this report. But for the 

purpoſe of drawing the ſubjett (important as it is) into the ſmall- 

_ eſt compals, your Committee beg leave to oblerve, that any 

general remarks they may have occaſion to make, apply chiefly 

to woollens, as the article which affords the moſt favourable 
proſpect of an increaſed conſumption. = TOTS 

Before the Commutation Act the exports from this country 
were ſmall, and (what is extraordinary) were difficult to ſell. 
The Chineſe received them with reluctance, and upon ſome 
occaſions as the only mode of payment which the Company had 
to offer. e 
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to ſuch an immenſe value, unleſs the Chineſe would facilitate 
and encourage her produce and manufacture in return. 


thoſe principles, or from any other cauſe, it is a fact, that the 
exports of the Company are greatly increaſed, and that there is 


this increaſing ſale of woollens the reſult of compulſion on the 
part of the Company's ſervants towards the Chineſe merchants. 


ſions an advanced price might have been obtained for the old 
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Your Committee apprehend the export of manufactures by 
other European nations was trifling, and particularly ſo when 
compared with the ſlate of exports at the preſent time. 


The Swediſh Company, by far the beſt regulated and moſt 


proſperous in Europe, ſent out ſilver to a large amount; and for 
the deficiency which their capital could not ſupply, they receiv- 


ed money in China againſt the drafts of their ſupra cargoes on 


the Company in Europe. But they appear to have exported 


very little, if any, manufactures, notwithſtanding they could 
have purchaſed thoſe of Great Britain, or any other foreign 
country, delivered at Gottenburgh at a trifling advance of two 


or three per Cent. on the firſt coſt. The progreſs of the 
Swediſh Company was ſo rapid, and eſtabliſhed upon ſuch found 
principles, that if the Commutation Act had not intervened, that 
Company mult have ſwallowed up moſt of the China trade, and 


reduced even the trifling proportion which Great Britain im- 


Your Committee do not ſcruple to affirm, that the moſt lucra- 
tive and beneficial mode of carrying on the trade with China 


ported at that time, for her own conſumption. 


from Europe, is by the export of bullion; yet the 8 
have anx1ouſly ſeized every opportunity of introducing Britiſh 


manufactures and produce in China, notwithſtanding they could 
have derived ſuperior advantages from a different conduct. 
The exertions made 1n the year 1784-5, as mentioned in the 


former Report, tor increaſing the exports to India, were extend- 
ed to China.—And ſubſequent to the Commutation Act, means 
have been found to imprets the minds of the Chineſe with two 


very important facts. 
PFirſt, That Great Britain could not continue to receive teas, 


Secondly, That commercial profits to the Chineſe would 
attach equally to the import, as well as to the export trade. 
Whether the preſent diſpoſition of that people ariſes from 


reaſon to hope they may be further extended hereafter. Nor is 


So far from it, the latter ſeek theſe articles with an avidity which 
every year produces an increaſed demand,  _ 

Your Committee have reaſon to think that upon ſome occa- 
ſtaple articles of cloth and long ells. The ſupra cargoes how- 
ever acted wiſely, and conformably to their inſtruttions, they 
continued to ſell nearly at the ſame prices; having conſtantly 


dn 


— | * * 
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in view to augment the quantity, and to inſpire confidence, 


| inſtead of aiming at an occaſional profit. 


It appears from the account in the Appendix, that the loſs on 
the Company's exports, both prior and ſubſequent to the Com- 
mutation Act, down to the lateſt period, have not varied in an 
conſiderable degree. This is an undeniable proof that the 
Company have forborne TRAINEES to themſelves for the benefit 
of the public. | 

For the purpole of rendering the information which applies 
to this part of the ſubject complete, it becomes neceſſary to 
examine the quantities of manufattures and produce remaining 
on hand at the cloſe of the ſeaſon; | 

And in what manner the indents received from China have 


been complied with. 


With regard to the ſeaſons 1781, 1783 178g and 1784, the 


Chineſe were probably glad to get any thing in payment for 
their teas, and for that reaſon Britiſh product and manufactures 


found a vent in China. But your Committee repeat with ſatis- 


faction, that after the year 1784, the ſame effect reſulted irom 


cauſes totally different. The purchaſes before made by the 


Chineſe, as of neceſſity, thenceforward became a matter of choice. 
Since the period above- mentioned, the Company's warehouſe 
has been conſtantly cleared; and when the balance of caſh in 


the treaſury at Canton, at the cloſe of a ſeaſon, has amounted to 


above C. 500,000 ſterling, there has not been a ſingle piece of 
Voollens remaining in warehoule, 


With regard to the indents, your Committee think it neceſ- 
ſary to ſtate the following particulars, which they conceive will 
afford the fulleſt information and Ron; * Wis. - 
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The camblets formerly exported by the Company were 
unſaleable, owing to the Dutch having a peculiar mode of pre- 
paring that article. It was not until the year 1789 that the 
Company were ſatisfied our manufacturers had diſcovered the 
ſecret, —This they have done ſo completely, that your Com- 
mittee entertain no doubt but that the Dutch mult give up all 
competition whatſoever in camblets. 

The manufacture of cloth is carried on in ſo many places, 
that the Company meet with no difficulty in a ſupply ſufficient 
to ſatisfy the increaſed demand compleatly. EIN 

With regard to long ells, the caſe is different, the manu- 
facture is almoſt confined to a ſingle county, and is peculiar 
in itſelf, There is no doubt that almoſt any quantity may be 
made; but under the circumſtances already ſtated, and which 
will be further explained hereafter, it became not only of im- 
portance, but of the laſt neceſſity, that the accuſtomed quantit 
| ſhould not be depreciated. And when it is remembered, that 
the export for 1782 was only 25,000 pieces, and for 178 
25,040 pieces, there can be no doubt but that it was deſirable 
to proceed gradually, and with ſome degree of caution.. It 
appears, however, that the indents from China for this article, 
ſo far from being curtailed, have been generally exceeded by 
the exports. In conſequence the quantity intended for the 

preſent ſeaſon is no leſs than 150,000 pieces. 
The condutt of the Company with reſpett to the proprietors 
of mines in Cornwall, by taking a large quantity of tin in the 
year 1789, repeating the ſame meaſure in the year 1790, and 
for the preſent ſeaſon, requires no was gunner And although 
no abſolute dependance can be placed on the reſult of the firſt 
experiment, which has proved ſucceſsful, yet the ſupra cargoes 
give reaſon to hope, that tin may become hereafter a ſtaple 


article amongſt the Company's exports. 


Having thus ſtated what relates to the actual ſituation of the 
Company's export trade, your Committee truſt they may be 
permitted to draw a compariſon between that and the  Fing 
pany's export trade in the laſt century. They will, for this 
purpoſe, ſelect a period when the greateſt clamour was raiſed 
againſt the Company's excluſive commerce, which Government 
found it abſolutely neceſſary to confirm, notwithſtanding the 
enormous proportion of bullion exported at thoſe times, as will 
appear by the following ſtatement: _ 
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Exported in 
3 Exported Produce and 
STATEMENT; 2. in Bullion. 3 3 
21052) There was exported no more : 
=_ TY A THe 1 8,441 3.278 
549 Be | 
1655 The trade was open, and the 4 
56J Company made no exports. 
In 1657 The Company began again 
under a joint ſtock, when ; 
they exported . . 74,235 2,114 
1658 5 | {4 Gs 
59 The exports Were 227,820] 29,763 
60 » | 5 A, 
In 1671 
+: The amount was. «| $21,157] 257,429 
74 3 
Total . . £2 . 1, 131,633] 286,584 
e . Fl 


The Company aſſerted at thoſe periods what has never been 
contradifted ; v:2. that their exports of tin, lead, and manu- 
factures, were more than thoſe of all other European nations 
together, 

To the above ſtatement your Committee beg leave to oppoſe 
the ein; vie. : 


AMOUNT 


JOURNAL. 


4 


FEB. 1793- 


— — — 


y 3 Fe 2 2 
— — — —ů—ä— = — —— _—_ * —— — = 
* . US > - CY ee”, ad 69 — — Sr 
— < N 2 —— — -- Bat : 
2 — * RY == — — 


__— —— 


— . = 


Ac nr 9 In IE: — — RP) * 


*23ewny7} uodn 51 1647 uojeag 200 J— WUnpurious ſy 
160,696) 2869 | lore? | bovabg's | 695991 158791 | af 6lr | - nog 
060% ak ooo 8566 86698 09980 688 PI | og9'gg 161 
90 ¹¹⁵ Tgo't Lo Gor. 788187 97% 081 PFG. 16 194 064 
gLo'lgs 69L*L 9662 17459 EF oor For&Ls 58108 6840 
561687 869˙9 808“ D 568,988 489¹891 93066 6þF*611 880 
8649 ⁰ 687⁵C gFo'ge Lore Bog'E9r 61481 88880 480 
8866 | g4bg: 989908 | Ecoizog 64198 6694 6 t 984 
418 El C094 6864 [519˙ 88 ges“ Ppor | g91%og 689% 981 
F06˙5 968er ir 99399 gog*to Yoztzo 584 
851˙ 64 Y 891.811 LE /9ege set | 193%6 880 
Bs. | 91Þ*6 5 06*F6 ELL EET | 998 &gr beg der 880 
gos te 2 66“ 7 s * gLgtgr 7 iger 7 808 oo ＋ _ 
2 = | . *S24nJJbnue MN | 4 5 1 *$2mgrgnuen | = 
*voI[[1q 894018 o 89 *S[212IN 10  *roJrag 
EZ | I | 2zrpueyai2IW | LD | ©ZPUntPaae | 
VNIH9 | VICUNI 
raogſnj2x2 "1641 woſorg 07 wgts. uoſorg w01f 2 VNIHD VIANT 9 SIYOXT So INDOWY 


The 


rr » 


* ——— 
* 1 — 
ding ts 3: in Eee ee ——————ů —˖A¹ñàü16¹ʃ ——— >, won LS IB Fran Ae» rh os — a 
— — — — 22 — — — * — — 2 


— 


— 
— 
— — — 1 


2222 882 * 
2.8 


A > 
—— Bi — — — 


1 


— 


—— — 


— —— — 


* 8 


which in their opinion will infallibly ariſe 
preſent ſyſtem. ES 
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The decreaſe in the export of bullion would have been much 
more rapid, if it had not been thought expedient to fend 


. 500,000 laſt ſeaſon to India in conſequence of the war; other. 


wile the treaſury in China was {ſo abundarit as to have rendered 


the export of the bullion for commercial purpoſes during the laſt 
ſeaſon totally unneceſſary. When the Commutation Act was 


paſled very extraordinary exertions became neceſſary, not only 
to enable the ſupra cargoes to make their purchaſes at the mo- 


ment, but to impreſs the Chineſe with a confidence in the ſtabi- 
lity of the Company, and their capacity to tulfil commercial 


engagements of ſuch magnitude. Thoſe exertions have pro- 
duced the happieſt effect. It is needleſs to point out how rapid- 
ly the neceſlity for the export of bullion declines; and your 
Committee do not heſitate to declare their opinion, that there is 

a great probability the period 1s not very diſtant, when the whole 
of the Company's inveſtment from China may be purchaſed 
with a very trifling export of ſilver from Europe. - 

A reduction in the export of ſilver greatly depends on the 
increaſed exports of other metals and manufactures, which your 
Committee obſerve to be in a ſteady regular gradation; and they 
truſt that the moſt ſanguine expectations of an augmented 
export in the manufactures and produce of Great Britain, as 
reſulting from the beneficial influence of the Commutation AR, 


have been completely gratified. 


For the purpoſe of complying with the requiſition of the 
Lords of the Committee of Privy Council reſpetting China, it 
might have been ſufficient for your Committee thus to have 
ſtated the progreſſive and flouriſhing ſituation of the trade to that 
Sountey ß F „„ 
But your Committee's attentive inveſtigation of this impor- 
tant object, has forcibly impreſſed on them the danger of inno- 
vation in the preſent mode of conducting that trade. They 


cannot avoid expreſſing their firm conviction, that even ruin to 


the Company might be hazarded by ſuch experiment. 
They will further venture to aſſert, that any reduction in the 


Company's export trade to China mult be an irrecoverable loſs 


to the public, as individuals cannot ſupply the chaſm by any 


means in their power, and there is no remedy for tlie evilif is” 
thall once have happened. 5 : 


Your Committee will therefore preſume to treſpaſs further on 
the patience of the Court, by eee the conſequences 
from innovating the 


Your Committee do not conſider the various attempts to com- 
municate with the Court of Pekin, and to form eſtabliſhments 
towards the north of China, as ſubjects for inveſtigation in this 
5 6 Report 
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Report thoſe are more properly referable to the general ſtate 
of the Company's trade with China- their preſent object is to 
ſhew the probable reſult of a general competition, when com- 
pared with the plan now purſued. „ 5 


IT be articles of exportation are ſo few in number that diſtinft 


remarks upon each may not be deemed unneceſſary. 


Quickſilver, as has been already obſerved, was formerly a 


conſiderable article in private trade; at preſent China not only 


produces ſufficient for her own conſumption, but alſo for the 


ſupply of India. a 


Ginſeng deſerves particular notice. At a former period it 
gained an enormous profit, and the commanders and officers 


could not carry out a ſufficient quantity. Since the indepen- 


dance of America (of which country ginſeng is the produce) ſo 


much has been ſent, that the Chineſe pretend to have diſcovered 
that it has no virtue, and it is actually become unſaleable. This 
circumſtance goes ſo far in proof of the principles which your 
Committee entertain in favour of an excluſive trade to China, 


that they will take the liberty of reſuming the ſubject hereafter. 


The demand for furs and ſkins in China has increaſed to a very 


great degree, owing to the intercourſe between that country and 
Ruſſia being ſtopped. But furs and ſkins being chiefly foreign 
product, and therefore it being of leſs national importance to 
preſerve a ſteady uniform trade therein, the Company have 


_ reſigned theſe articles to their commanders and officers, who 


would otherwiſe be diſtreſſed for the means of making a private 

Inveſtment. For jewellery, toys, and watches, the demand is 
conſiderably leſſened; indeed jewellery, when ſent to China, 
ſeldom if ever anſwered the purpoſes of fair trade, but chiefly 


| thoſe of extortion and fraud by the mandarines. YO 
Nor can the demand for watches (which is the moſt likely to 
become permanent) increaſe, unleſs, by a more free communica- 


tion with opulent natives, the article {ſhould become more in 


requeſt. 


Hardware and cutlery not appearing even to deſerve much 


the attention of the commanders, form part of the ſmall inveſt- 
ments of the inferior officers. The ſhops in Canton are ſuffi- 
ciently ſupplied for the demand, and theſe goods are ſeldom if 
ever fold there at higher prices than in the ſhops in London. 


| Beſides, the Chineſe can 1mitate every article of this ſort with 


reat exactneſs, and at a much cheaper rate. 


Glaſs, and glaſſes of every deſcription, being left entirely to 


the private trade, it is difficult to form an opinion with regard 
to the probability of an increaſe. | 

But notwithſtanding the officers cf the Company's ſhips have 
long had free permiſſion to carry out glaſs, other goods 3 
we en 
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been preferred for their private inveſtment. It is therefore pre- 


| ſumed, that the export cannot be much increaſed through the 


medium of the Company, and ſtill leſs by means of individuals, 
more particularly as common glaſs is manufattured very cheap 


in China. 


With regard to the exportation of thoſe articles which the 
Company reſerve excluſively to themſelves, your Committee 


: truſt they have a pleaſing proſpect to preſent. If it be true that 
the chief conſumption for woollens is in the capital of China, 


or {urther northward; it ſhould be obſerved, that the diſtance 
between Pekin and Canton is at leaſt 1,200 miles.—lt has been 
already ſtated, that few, if any, Chineſe merchants are acquaint- 
ed with what is paſſing beyond their own province; therefore it 
is impoſſible to carry on, much leſs to extend, the ſale of wool- 
lens, except the moſt implicit confidence with regard to us ſubſiſt 


in the minds of the Chineſe. The French having procured 


Engliſh packages, and made up their bales in a manner exactly 
conformable to thoſe of the Company, impoſed a conſiderable 


quantity of their cloths upon the Chineſe for a ſeaſon; but the 


fraud was ſoon diſcovered, and they could not afterwards ſell an 
entire bale, nay ſcarcely a ſingle piece, without the moſt ſcru- 


pulous examination. The Company's woollens meet with a 
very different reception: The Chineſe merchants at Canton will 
take them according to their invoice; and your Committee are 


firmly perſuaded, that the bales under the Company's mark, after 


being tranſported to an immenſe. diſtance, and probably going 


through a great number of hands, are received every where with 
the moſt perfect confidence, and are never opened until they 


reach the ſhop of the perſon who ſells for actual uſe. 


The ſupra cargoes had indeed great difficulty and prejudice; 


to encounter in diſpoſing of the tin on its firſt arrival; and your 


Committee have been informed that lead, caſed with tin, had been 
ſent to China by Europeans, and fold for tin; the reliance, how- 
ever, on the Company's mark ſurmounted all obſtacles; but your 


Committee are ſatisfied that if ſuch reliance had not previouſly 


exiſted, the prejudice of the Chineſe againſt European tin would 
have been difficult to conquer, and a great length of time would : 


The ſubjett now under diſcuſhon, if conſidered with mature 


attention, affords a ſtrong ground for hope that the internal 


commerce of China has undergone ſome very material change 
ſince the Commutation Att, with regard to the exports. Your 
Committee have endeavoured to aſcertain the cauſe why the 
merchants of Canton are now become as ſolicitous to receive the 
manufactures and produce of Great Britain, as they were reluc- 
tant heretofore. But after the moſt aſſiduous enquiry on this 

; | ; important 


3 * * a 
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important point, your Committee are perſuaded that the means 
of correct information are not to be acquired from any perſons 
in this country, or from the Europeans ſettled in China. Some- 
thing may be attributed to circumſtances mentioned in the courſe 
of this report; but very probably the change alluded to may have 
ariſen from the mandarines perceiving that the importunities 


and vexations they formerly experienced from the Engliſh have 


not been revived in any one inſtance ſince the Commutation Act. 
The caſe of the gunner of the ſhip Lady Hughes was not a mat- 
ter of commerce, and will be noticed hereafter. 5 5 

The uniform object of the repreſentations made to the Court 


of Pekin, has been relief from the exactions and oppreſſion of 


the mandarines and officers at Canton, under whom the Euro- 
pean commerce was plated. Thoſe repreſentations not only 
proved fruitleſs, but (as it might be naturally ſuppoſed) muſt have 


excited reſentment in the perſons againſt whom the complaints 


were made. In proof of this, it may be remembered, that for- 


merly when we were in the habit of attempting innovations, and 
making remonſtrances, the:exports from China laboured under 


numerous diſadvantages, and Britiſh manufactures and produce 
were ſold in ſmall quantities, and with extreme difficulty. At 
preſent the Company meet with no obſtruttions in their exports. 


from China, and there appears a general and cordial concur- 


rence of the natives to Promote the ſale of woollens, &c. by 
every means in their power, Wo | TD 


Under theſe circumſtances, your Committee fear the moſt 


dangerous and fatal conſequences might ariſe from an attempt 
to check the flow of the tide, which carries with it the moſt ſolid 


and ſubſtantial means of adding to the wealth and proſperity of 
Great Britain. = Er iow oo nt 
And theſe advantages may be deemed infallible, if we cultivate 
the preſent good diſpoſition of the Chineſe towards us.—A con- 


trary conduct might not only deſtroy the progreſs made by the 
Company ſince the Commutation Act, but operate to a reduction 


of the very confined trade the Company enjoyed previous 
thereto. . OL 15 


The article of lead requires little explanation, as it is evident, 


from the loſs which has ariſen thereon, that it affords ng proſ- 


pect of the exportation being increaſed by any means whatſo- 
ever. | 1 i 5 

In addition to the very ſucceſsful exertions made by the Com- 
pany for the diſpoſal of Britiſh manufactures in China, your 
Committee have to obſerve on the meaſures taken at home for 
rendering thoſe exertions ſo effectual. The purchaſes here are 


made gradually, and in ſome inſtances weekly, fo long as the 


ſeaſon is fayourable for drying of woollens, the quality of 
Vol. II. 1 which 
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which is the beſt that can be procured. The tradeſman are paid 
punctually; in ſhort, the ſyſtem is regular and uniform. By 


theſe means, whilſt the public have the advantages reſulting from 
the trade conveyed to them in the moſt beneficial manner, the 


Company ſecure the continuation, and even increaſe of the trade, 


which would be hazarded under the conduct of a capricious or 


negligent individual. . 3%%ͤͤ Un oy 
It is generally admitted that no market varies more than that 


of China, the prejudices of the natives operating moſt power- | 


fully upon their conduct. Of this, the article of ginſeng is a 
ſtriking proof. The moment it was offered in quantities larger 
than uſual, and by perſons from whom the Chineſe were not 
accuſtomed to purchaſe, it became unſaleable; and your Com- 


mittee are confident that American ginſeng will never be con- 


ſumed in China as heretofore. _ CY 
Your Committee firmly believe, that Engliſh woollens could 
not be ſold to any great extent, unleſs by the ſupra cargoes, and 
under the Company's mark. So long as the Company ſhall 
continue to ſupply the demand, all competition will be in vain, 


_ unleſs for very trifling quantities; and thoſe muſt undergo a 
{ſcrupulous examination. 


I be fear of puniſhment entertained by the mandarines, upon 


ſome occaſions, is exceſſive: And indeed the Court of Pekin 
are diſpoſed to think there can be no broil or diſturbance, with- 
out the fault of the mandarine or officer, who is ſometimes 


doomed to baniſhment, or death, for very trivial cauſes. Upon 
the ſlighteſt occaſion, the European commerce is ſtopped, as the 


mandarines well know that it is the only means by which they | 
can command obedience from Europeans. = 


In the year 1784, by the accidental diſcharge of a gun on 


board the Lady Hughes country ſhip, a Chineſe was killed. 


Every European was deemed reſponſible for this accident; all 
trade was ſtopped, and the foreign fattories ſettled at Canton, 
uniting with the Engliſh, thought it neceſſary to prepare for 
defence. The gunner, who had concealed himſelf, was at laſt 
found, and delivered up, under ſome indirect aſſurances of per- 


ſonal ſafety; notwithſtanding which, he was immediately put to 


death. It is probable that the ſupra cargoes and the gunner 


vere deceived, under the expettation of being able to commute 


his puniſhment for a ſum of money; but a different conduct 


may prevail hereafter. The Chineſe government is not only 
abſolute in the extreme, but inflexible; it may therefore be pro- 


per to take a view of the conſequences to be apprehended from 
a ſtoppage of the Company's trade, to which they are liable from 
the ſuppoſed guilt, or the miſadventure of any Britiſh ſubject, 
and from which the Company have already ſuſtained material 


injury. 
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injury. Your Committee, however, in expreſſing their appre- 
henſions, do not allude to the crews of ſhips employed in the 
Company' s ſervice; whole owners are reſpectable and reſpon- 
ſible, and whoſe officers have ſo much knowledge and experi- 
ence, that no fears can exiſt with reſpect to their conduct. 

I any injury ſhall be done the natives, the Company can 
ceuaſily ſupport the expence, and command obedience from their 


ſervants; but the caſe 1 is totally different with regard to indivi- 
„ dals. | | 


It will be to repreſent the conſequences of ſuch a misfortune 


in a very limited degree, if the amount of property at the mercy 
oi the Chineſe for a ſingle ſeaſon is ſtated. As that is ſo large, 
it may be deemed unneceſſary to extend the enquiry much fur- 


ther on this head, or it is preſumed the eſtimate might be 
nearly doubled. 


The balance of the Company s caſh at the end of 
the ſeaſon has exceeded Le. 500,000, ſuppole 


only — — L. 400,000 


The Company's inveſtment (although it has been 


much larger) may be eſtimated at — 1,400,000 


The Company” s ſhips from Europe at leaſt — 4800, 000 


At the mercy of the Chineſe, for 15 ſeaſon C. 2 ,200,000 


„ 


Excluſive of country ſhips, and conſequences which your Com- 
mitte conceive it is unneceſſary to detail. 

With ſuch an immenſe property at ſtake, it may be eaſily 
1magined that the apprehenſions of the Company with regard to 
their China commerce is extreme; and indeed they have been 


ſeverely injured by private rraders, who are under no effectual 


controul. 


When licences were granted to Mr. Eiches, for ſhips employ. 


ed in the fur-trade, it was thought every precaution had been 


taken which legal knowledge could ſuggeſt. But, contrary to 
engagements, when the captains arrived abroad they fitted out 
other ſhips in China, and proceeded on adventure without 


licence, declaring a determination to reſiſt * force not only the 
Spaniſh power but the Engliſh laws. 


It may appear extraordinary, but is no leſs true, that the 


Company have ſuſtained great injury from individuals en 


become the creditors of the Chineſe. 


Some years ago a large ſum, the exaft amount of which your 


Committee cannot diſcover, was lent to the Chineſe by Britiſh 
ſubjects. On one occaſion the amount is ſtated at a Million 


Sterling; on another it is called 3,808,075 Dollars; and on the 
third occaſion 1 it is ſaid to be Le 2,026, 86g. 
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Ihe Chineſe dehtors having failed, repreſentation was made 
to the Emperor. He obſerved, that probably Europeans might 
not be informed of the laws of the empire, which forbid foreign- 
ers to make any loans to his ſubjects; and although he cautions 
them in the ſtrongeſt manner to avoid ſuch practices in future, 
be direfts enquiry to be made. In conſequence of this a ſmall 
part of the debt was diſcharged by inſtalments at 10 per 2, but 
the funds for the payment of theſe inſtalments was derived not 
from the pockets of the Chineſe, but from a tax levied on the 
European trade with China. At the ſame time by far the greater 
part of the debts became a total loſs to the parties concerned. 
ut it appears the Company have not been deterred by diffi- 
culties, and ſtill leſs by loſſes, from every poſſible exertion to 
promote the ſale of Britiſh manufactures and produce, Which 
the public have a right to expedt. | 5 
As a proof of the ill effects of competition, it may be ob- 
ſerved, that when the Company formerly ſent each ſhip under 
8 management, the price of European articles continued to 
fall, and thoſe of China to advance. Your Committee there- 
fore ſubmit, that it be communicated to the Lords of the Com- 
mittee of Privy Council for Trade, as their decided opinion, that 
no individual whatſoever can engage in a competition with the 
Company; and therefore if private adventurers ſhall be encou- 
raged, it becomes neceſſary to limit and perhaps to reſtrain al- 
together the export of Britiſh manufacture and produce by the 
Company. %% er ns 3 5 
As the dangerous conſequences which may ariſe from the 
ſlighteſt innovation with reſpect to the Company's excluſive 
trade, have been fully explained in the former Report, a repe- 
tition in this place becomes unneceſſary. Your Committee, 
however, think it their duty to remind the Court, that the Por- 
tugueſe, who were the firſt conquerors of India, and who firſt | 
ſettled there, were deprived of their power, and their com- 
merce almoſt annihilated (about the middle and towards the cloſe 
of the laſt century) by the privileged or excluſive companies of 
other European Nations; for it was found that the Portugueſe 
could not withſtand the animated and ſtrenuous efforts of men, 
| who, added to a ſtrong perſonal intereſt in their undertaking, 
united under an excluſive company every power neceſſary to 
obtain ſucceſs, both in a political and commercial line. 
Wbilſt monopoly exiſts in any ſhape, it is eaſy to propoſe 
plans which are plauſible and even profitable, for limited and 
detached objects. The deſire which every man has to diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf and attract the public attention, leads to an attack 
upon monopohes, againſt which the ableſt authors have written. 
Seduced by theſe examples, the ignorant and half. informed 
| 3 endeavour 
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endeavour to diſplay their abilities, and to promote their private 

intereſt, by attempts againſt parts of the Eaſt India Company's 
Ee excluſive commerce, without conſidering that this monopol 

depend upon principles entirely different from that of any other 
that ever exiſted. But let it be remembered, that a fabric 


which is the wonder of the preſent, as it muſt be of every future 


age, will be ſhaken, if not annihilated, in caſe projects ſuggel⸗ 
ted by adventurers mall be adopted upon the * princi- 
ple of experiment. 


. SMITH BURGES. 


3 5 ” F. BARING. 
Eaſt India Houſe I. MANSHIP. 
29th December, 1791. IO. HUNTER. 
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HUGH INGLIS. 
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THIRD REPORT 


OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE (APPOINTED BY THE COURT 
OF DIRECTORS TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE 
EXPORT TRADE FROM GREAT BRITAIN TO THE EAST 
INDIES, RELATIVE TO THE EXPORT TRADE TO JAPAN 
AND PERSIA, LAID BEFORE THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF PRIVY COUNCIL 
APPOINTED FOR ALL MATTERS RELATING TO TRADE 
AND FOREIGN PLANTATIONS; WITH AN APPENDIX: 

DATED THE 11% AND 18% JANUARY, 1792. 


* » | ' * . 7 * 


HE Lords of the Committee of Privy Council appointed 
for all matters relating to trade and foreign plantations 
have been pleaſed to call for a Report relative to the export 
ile with Japan and Pers. 
It is well known that the Company have had no commerce 
whatſoever with the iſland of Japan ſince the beginning of the 
laſt century; and that the demand for European goods convey- 
ed to Perſia, through India, &c. is almoſt annihilated. Your. 
Committee muſt therefore preſume, that their Lordſhips mo- 
tives for the enquiry ariſe from what indeed has been ſuggeſted 
in converſation with your Committee, a doubt whether the 
Company's diligence and exertions, in diſcovering new chan- 
nels of trade to the eaſtward of the Cape of Good Hope, and of 
extending their trade to places already known, have been ſuch 
as the public have a right to expect. „ 19> Ln 
The two kingdoms of Japan and Perſia, although different 
in every reſpect, are yet well-choſen objects for ſuch inveſtiga- 
tion. Your Committee feel a great diſadvantage from the 
want of materials; but they feel ſtill more from an embarraſſ- 
1. ment they had to encounter in their former Reports, as well as 
on the preſent occaſion; they mean the premature obligation 
of defending the Company before any charge is made. They 
flatter themſelves, however, that in a material degree they ſhall 
be able to anſwer their Lordſhips enquiry. 2 ; 
Your Committee truſt they ſhall prove, that the Company 
have never been deterred by the want of a ſpirit for enterprize, 
and {till leſs by a falſe principle of œconomy, from uſing every 
f ED We 6 endeavour 
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endeavour to extend the trade, and to cultivate knowledge and 
{cience in ev cry way that might prove beneficial to the Britiſh 
empire. 

The Company have long granted Mr. Orme an annuity, 
due to his merits as an hiſtorian. Major Rennel receives an 
annual allowance from the Company, in return for ſome of the 
ableſt publications in geography which have appeared in any 

country ; a purſuit which be continues to follow with equal 
real and ability. Mr. Dalrymple has been conſtanily employed 
by the Company, 'to examine the ſhips journals, in the purſuit 
of nautical objects, and for the general improvement of naviga- 
tion; and in conſequence of that gentleman's unremitting at- 
tention, and voluminous publications of ſea charts, &c. the na- 
vigation of the Indian and Chineſe ſeas are almoſt as well known 
to the Company's othcers as that of the Britiſh Channel. 

As the only permanent mode of eſtabliſhing a conſiderable 
commerce between diſtant countries conſiſts in the mutual ex- 
change of the commodities which each produces, the expetta- 
tion of beirg paid in gold and filver for the manufactures of 
Great Britain, in places where thoſe metals are not produced, 
is chimerical. The Company have directed their particular 
attention (and at a conſiderable expence) to the eſtabliſhment of 
botanical gardens in Calcutta, Madras, and St. Helena. They 
have increaſed the culture of ſilk and indigo to a very great 

extent. They have made experiments with almoſt every ar- 
ticle which India affords, or which could be procured from the 
more caltern countries; and they truſt that their recent attempts 
with regard to ſugar will finally be crowned with ſucceſs. The 
literary ſociety, eſtabliſhed at Calcutta, under the protection of 
Sir William Jones, and carried on with great ability and ſpirit, 
not only embraces the literature and ſcience of the ancient and 
modern inhabitants of the Eaſt, but likewiſe their arts, manu- 
factures and commerce. Indeed, with regard to commerce, 
every commander of a Company's ſhip conſiders himſelf to be 
ſo far upon an exploring voyage, as to exert himſelf in con- 
tributing towards that large portion of nautical and commercial 
knowledge compiled and publiſhed by Mr. Dalrymple. 
The great expence ariſing from the purſuit of theſe objects is 
not confined to regular and eſtabliſhed emen, but is in- 
creaſed by accidental loſſes. | 

Your Committee reſtrain themſelves from a more ample de- 
tail of the liberal and comprehenſive plan purſued by the Com- 
pany. They truſt that the ſpecimen already given will evince 
that ſpirit of perſeverance which diſtinguiſhes the ſyſtem of an 
excluſive Company, and which has ever been diretted by the 
Kaft India Company to the e and welfare of Great 
Britain. 


Their 
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Their Lordſhips may perhaps require a lift of thoſe places 
which the Company have explored, or to which attempts have 
been made to trade; ſuch a liſt would comprehend almoſt every 
part or place to the eaſtward of the Cape of Good Hope, hither. 
to diſcovered, and where it was preſumed commerce was prac- 
ticable: For your Committee can aſſure the Court, that no 
part or place in thoſe ſeas can be named, which has not upon 
ſome occaſion attracted the attention of the Company, and 
where attempts have not been made in conſequence, to eſtabliſh 
a beneficial intercourſe. %% oe Tow ON 

Io ſettle factories and to fend ſhips to every inſignificant port 
or place 1s unneceſſary and impoſſible. Whoever trades to 
London has a communication with all parts of Great Britain; | 
| and it is remarkable, that foreigners frequently proceed upon 6 
the ſame principles in India, by giving a preference to the | HE 
+ Company's ſettlements. tut Eee fg 
( Having ſaid thus much with regard to the general principles 1W i! 
8 which the Company have conducted themſelves, your Milt 
Committee will proceed to the immediate objects of their Lord- 17 
ſhips enquirx. e es | [hi 
The firſt document which can be found reſpetting Japan, 1s — ms 
a grant of privileges from the emperor to the Company for the E 4 | 
eighth voyage, and which has alluſion to ſome proceedings in I 
the year 1613, but it is ſuppoſed that the earlieſt attempt by the _ [| 
Company to trade with Japan was in that year. Your Com- N 
mittee do not attempt to reconcile the contradiftion, it _ | 1 
very immaterial: letters dated in 1615 have been preſerved, 
which conſiderably elucidate the nature of the trade, and the 
principal object of the Company. Further materials are pre- 
ſerved belonging to 1616, 1620, down to 1629, when it was 
determined to abandon the trade altogether. | 
Among theſe documents there appears another grant from the 1 
Emperor to the Engliſh Company, in 1616, containing privi- I 
leges for a general trade. 


** as „ : 


The reſult of theſe papers is, 1ſt, That the articles proper for 
| ſale in Japan conſiſted of India and China manufactures, ſilks, 
and raw ſilks, ſpices, drugs, ſandall wood, hides, &c. with 

ſome ſmall proportion of European articles. ; | 

adly, That one great object of the Company was, to intro« 

duce themſelves to a connettion with the Chineſe through Ja- 

pan, and to carry on a general trade between India, China, and 
apan. . | 

J 4 That finding themſelves diſappointed in their endea- 

vours to form connections with China, and ſuſtaining heavy 

loſſes in conſequence of their trade with Japan, they determined 

to abandon their eſtabliſhment in that iſland. 5 

Vol. II. P EN Although 
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Although Japan is mentioned upon ſeveral occaſions, {ubſe- 
quent to the year 162, yet it does not appear, that any at- 
_ tempt was made to revive the trade with that country dirett, 
until the year 1673. A very full account of that attempt flands 


upon the Company's records; but it proved unſucceſsful. 


The objection made by the Emperor was, that the King of 
England had marricd a daughter of Portugal, who was his bit- 
ter enemy. 5 TY | 


Whether the true reaſon was given, or that it aroſe from the 
intrigues of the Dutch, or from ſuperſtition, in conſequence of 


an old prophecy which is alluded to in the papers of thoſe 
times, is now immaterial. It was, however, the laſt attempt 
made by the Company for a ſettlement on the Ifland of 


Japan. VVV 1 c 
It appears, that about this period, when the Dutch were 
eſtabliſhed at Tywan, they made it their ſtorehouſe for the Ja- 
pan trade, as it was centrical alſo for China, and deſirable for 
other purpoſes. The Engliſh Company, in the year 1670, 
obtained a grant from the King of Tywan, and eſtabliſhed a 
factory there; but after ſtruggling with great difficulties, ſuſtain- 


ing heavy loſſes, and being totally diſappointed in their expec- 


tations of communicating with Japan, &c. in the year 1682 the 
Company gave orders to withdraw the factory. Nevertheleſs, 


it does not appear that Tywan was abandoned on the conqueſt 


ol that place by the Tartars in the year 1683. 


It has been mentioned before, that one great obje& the Com- 


pany had in view by ſettling in Japan, was to open a trade with 
China. At a ſubſequent period, the Company having eſta- 

bliſhed a regular communication with China, your Committee 
find inſtructions to the Supra Cargoes (in the year 1699) to uſe 


every endeavour in their power to promote an intercourſe with 


Japan, for the purpole of introducing woollens, &c. into that 
 1fland; but there is no appearance of ſucceſs. —This is the whole 
your Committee can collett on the ſubjett. They think 1t ne- 
cCeſſary, however, to add the uncontradifted aſſertion of a 
former Court of Directors, viz. that the attempts to promote 
a trade with Japan have coſt the Company near C. 50,000. 


Other Papers having occurred in the courſe of your Com- 


mittee's reſearches, which tend to throw hghts upon the trade 
with Japan, they will beg leave to intrude ſome further obſer- 

yations on the ſubjett. 1 V | 
From a curious and authentic paper, dated in the year 1664, 
when the trade of Japan, and particularly with the Dutch, was 


the moſt flouriſhing, the particulars of the cargoes of 29 {hips, 


from different parts of India and China, are correctly ſtated, 
and will be found in the Appendix, No. 4. If the particulars 


au 
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of the Dutch imports into Japan could have been added, the 
information would have been complcat., 


The ſame paper contains a correct account of the cargo of 2 


Dutch ſhip from Japan, v:z. 


460,000 Catties of Japan copper r bars, 
9,504+ Ditto camphire. 
101 Pieces ſeveral wax works. 
2,932 Pieces of ſilk ſtuffs. 
190 Silk gowns, _ 
3.543 China diſhes for Holland. 
41,500 China ditto of different ſorts. 


6,390 China ditto for the apothecaries ſhops at Batavia, 5 


2,7 20 Catties of tea. 
50 Bales of Fingoſa rice. 
347 Singee plants. 


There is alſo an imperfect account of the cargoes of 4 


more Dutch ſhips; the amount is ſaid to be Florins 1, 19,654, 
of which in gold 72,765. There is likewiſe ſilver, but the 


amount is not mentioned, nor is there a detail of the remaining 
part of theſe cargoes, | 


The reaſon which induces your Committee to mention theſe . 


circumſtances, is, that in the year 1782 a propoſal was made to 
the Company for reviving their trade to Japan, by a perfon 


who appeared to have been well acquainted with the nature of 
the trade. He delivered a plan for that purpoſe, accompanied 
with particulars neceſlary for a cargo outward, and the articles 


which might probably be received from Japan i in return ; of 


which the following is an exact copy: 
A good new ſhip, or one in thorough repair, of about 800 tons, 


200 of which will be ſufficient to ſtow the following mer. 


chandizes from Europe, the price wherein I eſtimate at about 


Z: 7,000 ſterling. 


Inunu cornu marinum. | 
Broad Cloth, long and of different colours, 
Mumia. 


Serge, and half cloths of different colours 
Lead and pewter. 


Tortoiſe ſhells, if any of the proper quality can be 


had here. 
Quickſilver. 
Saffron, 


. 1,0000 Sterling ſhould alſo be allowed for all kind 


of 05 European curioſities to make preſents of, 


Da The 
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The goods to be ſhipped from our ſettlements in India muſt be 
as Tollows: ?: ' 


Bengal ſilks. Guineſſe. 
Pepper. SGialempores. 

Camphire. 5 lephants teeth. 
Armozeens of all colours. Catyon. 

Toffenyes of inferior quality, Portyock. 
Techelas. Rattans. 
Ginghams. Powder ſugar. 


Which cargo from Europe and India will together amount 


to about f. 26, ooo ſterling. The Company will receive in re- 


turn from Japan, to be delivered at Bengal or the Coaſt of Co- 


romandel, the following articles: In copper refined. 7,500 Pi- 


cols, at 1333 per Picol, Engliſh weight. In camphire, 700 


Picols. 


This clear of all expences for loading and unloading, living 


in the country, &c. 


If to theſe articles are added ſandall wood, hides, ſpices, drugs, 


and China ſilks, which are not properly articles of the Engliſh 


Company's trade, the aſſortment for cargoes for Japan will 
appear to be not much unlike thoſe of the year 1664. He 

added, that a regular eſtabliſhment was neceſſary, and that the 
ſucceſs of the enterprize depended altogether on a chief, who 
Was well acquainted with the cuſtoms and manners of Japan. 


Although a perſonal communication with the author of the 


plan was attempted, it never could be accompliſhed; nor can 


your Committee vouch for the authority upon which the pro- 
yu above mentioned was made. But if allowance is made 
or the alterations conſequent to the great diſtance of time from 


_ thoſe expected by the plan of 1782. V | 
I theſe premiſes are well founded (and your Committee have 
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C. 8,000, while ſhe loſt on the other C. ON Ne i 


the imperfect materials to which your Committee are confined, 1 
and the great length of time which has elapſed ſince any com- l 4 
munication has been had with the iſland of Japan, every indul- W i 

gence is due to opinions which they have ventured to ſuggeſt. WW |! 
But after adverting to ſuch circumſtances as have occurred ſub- = ' | 

ſequent to the decline of the Dutch trade, and to certain advan- N i} 

tages over other European nations poſſeſſed by the Dutch, in | 

conſequence of the excluſive products of their iſlands, and their | 
| 


75 5 0 by 6 1 
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long reſidence in Japan, your Committee are inclined to think 
the trade with that iſland is more calculated for the commerce 
de Inde en Inde, than for the promoting the ſale of Britiſh _ Hl 
manufactures and produce. 85 


PER SIA. 

Your Committee will, in the next place, offer ſuch informa- 
tion and obſervations as relate to Perſia, in compliance with 
their lordſhips requeſt. VVV 1 0 
That Empire is moſt happily ſituated for trade, almoſt ſur- = 
rounded by Arabia, Turkey, the Tartars, and countries whoſe — 

commerce is imperfectly known to the North and North Eaſt, 
and alſo by India; it has moreover a very conſiderable tract of Fil 
ſea coaſt, and communicates at the ſame time with Aleppo and " I 
_ Conſtantinople, through Buſlora and Bagdat, and with Ruſſia 11 
by means of the Caſpian ſea. If to theſe circumſtances are 1 
added its former ſtate of proſperity, affluence, and ſplendour, | | [i 
'M  - with the fertility of foil, and its numerous natural productions, lh} 
it is reaſonable to form great expectations from ſuch a combina- | 
tion of circumſtances. Perſia, however, adds another melan- = 
choly inſtance of thoſe found in the annals of hiſtory, that every ' 

bleſſing which nature can beſtow 1s of no avail, unleſs accom- | 
panied by that peace and tranquillity which alone reſults from 1 
a ſteady well. regulated government. „ ͤĩ ; — 
During the time of Nadir Shaw's uſurpation, the Company | 
found themſelves expoſed to repeated inſtances of oppreſſion; BY 
notwithſtanding the Shaw directed that the loſs which Mr. Jonas 1 
Hanway ſuſtained by the ſeizure of his woollens ſhould be made 1 
. good to him. From the aſſaſſination of Nadir Shaw until the Vi 
eſtabliſhment of Kerim Khan, the empire was plunged into the By 
deepeſt confuſion and diſtreſs. The reſult of this (as ſtated in 1 
the Firſt Report) was, that the Company could place no rellance MY 
whatever, nor obtain any ſolid protection from a Perſian phir. f 
maund. Under the laſt-mentioned prince, commerce had begun ad | 
to revive, and very conſiderable progreſs had been made at his Tk 
death, which happened early in the year 1779. The confuſion Wil 
a —— cC. occaſioned 11 
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occaſioned by that event did not ſubſide until Jaffer Khan (the 
nephew of Kerim) aſſumed the government of the ſouthern pro- 
vinces, Schyras and its dependencies, in the year 1784: His 
conduct with regard to trade was ſimilar to that of Kerim Khan; 
and at the time he was aſſaſſinated in the year 1789 a conſider- 
able degree of confidence had appeared 1 in the ſlability and equity 
of his government, 

The preſent ruler of Schyras, Lutf Ally Khan, has already 
manifeſted the ſame diſpoſition to Protect and encourage 
foreigners in their trade. 

If, in addition to the political convulſions before mentioned, 
we conſider the havock made by maladies, which in ſome places, 
and upon ſome occaſions, on the confines of Turkey, are ſtated 
to have deſtroyed one third of the inhabitants; the emigrations | 
which have enſued ; the few in number now left to enjoy eaſe 
and alllnence, whence trade derives its bell ſupport z the com- 
pariſon between the paſt and preſent Nate of Perſia, in every 
reſpect, will be found truly deplorable. 

The trade of Ormus has been long ſince loſt. It is the ſame _ 
with regard to Gombroon, whence the Company withdrew their 
eſtabliſhment, in conſequence of the heavy expence; but it 
oupht to have been abandoned long betore, upon a principle 
of humanity. Further up the Gulph is Buſhire, where a _ | 


ſident is now fixed. Beyond that is Bundanck: former 


place of ſome note, where the Dutch had an eſtabliſhment, 2 
ihe Iland of Carrack. but Which was abandoned when they 
withdrew from the Iſland. At the head of the Gulf, and about 
70 miles from the ſea, is Buſfora; which, although ſituated in 
in Arabia Deſerta, onthe banks of the Arab river, formed by 
a junction of the Tigris and Euphrates, yet as it forms more or 
lets the centre of the Company's commercial concerns in thoſe 
_ parts, it becomes ablolutely neceſſary to be introduced 1 in the 
preſent report. | 
At one period the Company had abandoned Ormus, Gom- 
| broon, Buſhire, and Bunderick ; but, at the requeſt of Kerim 
Khan, an eſtabliſhment was made at Buſhire, which Has re. 
| mained ever ſince. _ 
| The reſult of the annual ſales, both at Buſſora and Buſhire, 
have been already compriſed in the Firſt Report, under the Pre- 
. fidency of Bombay; but for the purpoſe of complying in the 
fulleſt manner with the requeſt. of their Lordſhips, your Com- 
mittee now ſtate them ſeparately. , _ 
The particulars of the fales of woollens at Buſſora will be 
1 in the Appendix, No. 2 
The particulars of the ſales of woollens at 'Buſdzre will be 
found 1n the W No. 3. 
In 
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In this account of the {ales at Buſhire, no duty nor expence 
paid towards the government of the country 1s charged. 

And your Committe will have occaſion to offer their obſer- 
vations relative to the very conſiderable expence which attends 
thoſe eſtabliſhments hereafter. 

When patterns of the Norwich and Mancheſter manufactures 
were ſent to Buſſora and Buſhire, in 1788, ſome of the quali- 
ties and colours were well adapted to the taſte of the Perſians; 
but the 1nvoice price was fo high that the Joſs muſt have been 
very conſiderable, and therefore they were returned. The 
manner in which Perſia has been drained of its gold and filver 
for a long period of years, has compelled the natives to eſta- 

bliſh manutattures of coarſe cotton, and other articles, for com- 
mon wear; and with which the ſouthern parts of Perkia are at 
_ preſent ſupplied. 
Let your Committee entertain no doubt but that the Euro- 
pean articles, and woollens in particular, may be : Told, and 
readily conſumed, in Perſia. 
Ibere me, however, other N e for conſide. 
ration: 
1ſt, The profit and loſs reſoling therefrom. _ 
>dlv, The means which Perſia polleſſes of pay ing . 
thoſe ſales. 
gdly, The competition to be expetted from European fo- 
reigners. 

Enough has been already ſaid with regard to the ſirſt; and it 
18 preſumed, that a diſcuſſion of the ſecond and third will af- 

certain how far individuals, the ſubjects of Great Britain, have 
a proſpett of extending the ſale of her manufactures and produce 
into Perſia, beyond what the Company bave done, independent 
of the heavy loſs which they muſt ſuſtain in the fiſt inſtance 
from the ſale. 
Before your Committee proceed to the nvelligition of thoſe 
points, it becomes neceſſary to conſider the expence ariſing to 
the Company from their eſtabliſhments at Buſſora and Buſhire. 
For no trade can be carried on with thoſe places from the ſea 
without a regular eſtabliſhment of perſons conſtantly reliding 
there, to cultivate the protection of thoſe fluctuating arbitrary 
governments, by making preſents, at times, to a conſiderable 
amount, whenever a reyolution may take place in the country. 


The 


116 PARLIAMENTARY Commons. 


The average amount. of ſales at Buſ- N 
Iona is « «>, 5,047 | | 

And the average annual loſs is“ — 9 1,130 

Beſides which, the expence of the | 2 
factory at Bufſora amounts an- . 
nually > ES _— — 4.276 


Total loſs ariſing from the ſale of 
woollens, and from the eſtabliſh- 3 


men m5 im 1 — | £. 5,406 


The duties to the Turkiſh government are included in the 
eſtimate of profit and loſs on the ſale of woollens ; but the pre- 
ſents which the factory have been obliged to make, from time 
to time (the average annual amount of which is = 630) are 
included under the expence of the factory at Buſlora, and muſt 

be paid by thoſe who carry on the trade. 

The Company have no other emolument or trade whatſo- 
ever reſulting from their eſtabliſhment at Buſſora, by which any 
part of the expence of C. 4,276 per annum can be recovered; 
and they incur a further annual expence at that place of . 
C. 2,311, for ſupplies furniſhed to the Bombay cruizers, and 
tor the charge of OI and forwarding packets to and from 


Europe. 


The average annual amount of ſales 


[ 


at Buſhire is . 2,608] 
The annual lols relulting therefrom | „„ 
10 35 5 e 5 8 L- 123 


Beſides which, the expence of the 
factory at Buſhire amounts an-| | : 
nually to „ - „ . 5 9 95 33 1,375 


— . — 


d ͤ ⁰⁰ EL. 
cif from the ſale of woollens, and foams the eſtabliſhment. 


There are no preſents to the government of Buſhire, nor to 
the ſuperior government at Schyras, for reaſons already men- 
tioned ; but ſhould the trade with Perſia improve, thoſe pre- 
ſents will be expected hereafter, and muſt be made. 
The advances to the Bombay cruizers, at : this reſidency, 
amount to about L. 340 per annum. 
Although it is impoſſible that a complete cargo of Europe 
goods could be formed capable of being fold in all or in any 
parts of the Gulf, yet, as your Committee have made their cal- 
culation upon a freight of /. 10 per ton, they do not charge 
eme for the —.— from ombay to Buſhire and oe; 
| 5 ora, 
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fora, nor do they include ſome other charges, which would fall 
very heavy upon individuals, _ 
They muſt obſerve, however, that the Bombay cruizers are a 
very great expence to the Company, but abſolutely neceſſary to 
protect the intercourſe with the Gulph of Perſia from the 
depredations of pirates; and conſequently ſome part of that ex- 
pence muſt be commercial. a 

If it ſhall beaſked, Why the Company ſupport eſtabliſhments 
at ſuch a heavy and certain expence? the anſwer will amount 
to a complete juſtification of the liberal principles of the Com- 
pany, and refute the opinions their Lordſhips have been pleaſed 
to ſuggeſt. The Company ate deprived of the means of an 
eſtabliſhment on the borders of the Red Sea; from the want of 
protection, and in conſequence of expence which would ariſe 
much beyond the preſent object; they are ſatisfied with ſettle- 

ments at Buſſora and at Buſhire, notwithſtanding the great loſs 
they have ſuſtained for many years, and which may probably ' 
continue for many more. And to this the Company ſubmit, on 
the mere poſſibility that Arabia, the interior parts of Turkey, or 
Perſia, may at length fall under a well regulated government; 
and becauſe Buſſora and Buſhire are well ſituated for obtaining 

information, as well as for improving every favourable circum- 
ſtance which eventually may ariſe. _ „ wbas . 

If the Company's eſtabliſhments ſhould be withdrawn, and 

individuals be diſpoſed to attempt the trade with Perſia, there 
muſt be perſons reſident on the ſpot, and a conſiderable expence 
will neceſſarily accrue. 5 T7 3 
But this is not the whole inconvenience. In a country 
where the exchange is nominal, (which is the caſe with Turkey 
as well as 7 the proceeds of goods ſold muſt be inveſted in 
the produce of the country. e bo Tack 
Ihe uſual prices, at which ſuch produce will {ell at the place 
of their deſtination, is always below (and ſometimes conſider- 
ably below) the nominal courſe of exchange, unleſs in the caſe 
of accidents and conſequent ſpeculations. If individuals ſhall 
prefer to receive gold or ſilver in ſuch countries as Turkey or 
Perſia,,inſtead of produce, there is an additional, and ſometimes 
a conſiderable, loſs ariſing therefrom. | 3 
As it is evident therefore that returns cannot be made in bills, 
and that gold and ſilver will augment the lols, it becomes neceſ- 
ſary to take a ſhort review of what Perſia affords, in order to 
aſcertain whether any other means exiſt of making returns for 
the ſale of European article. . 

The manufattures and produce of Perſia are ſilks, brocades, 
carpets, manufactures of ſteel, ſword blades, ſpear heads, gun 
barrels, glaſs, roſe water, attar of roſes, cotton cloths, ſome 
+ Yor. II. 5 ſhawls, 
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ſhawls, ſheep ſkins dreſſed in a very ſuperior manner, raw ſilks, 
| ſome indigo and tobacco, rhubarb, irak, drugs of different forts, 
dried fruits, cotton, mines of iron and copper, wool of the Ker- 
man ſheep, in ſmall quantities, wines, marble, and ſome trifling 
articles; to which muſt be added Perſian and Turkiſh coins, 
5 German crowns, and gold and filver in 
ars. . 5 „ = 
As thoſe individuals who carry on the whole of the trade with 
Perſia, except in woollens, are not actuated by the ſame liberal 
principles as the Company, it muſt be enquired what are the 
articles which Perſia regularly demands, and which muſt be paid 
for at their full value. For until thoſe demands are ſatisfied, 
the proprietor of Britiſh woollens, &c. cannot expect payment 
for his goods without a further addition to the heavy loſs which 
JJ cr en 85 
The imports into Buſſora and Buſhire from the ſea conſiſt of 
Bengal piece goods, chintz from the coaſt, long cloth, Porto 
Novo blue cloth, Malabar, Surat, and Guzarat piece goods, 
Cuttanees, Cambay, Chanders, Broach and Sundy cotton, cot- 
ton yarn, ſhawls, bamboos, China ware, ſugar, ſugar candy, 
pepper, ginger, cardamums, cloves, nutmegs, cinnamon, caſſia 
flowers, muſk, lack, camphire, turmerick, indigo, tootenague, 
red lead, coffee, tobacco, Britiſh woollens, iron, lead, ſteel, tin, 
anda variety of drugs. VVV 
A conſiderable part of the importations into Buſſora is no 
doubt for Turkey, and probably for Arabia, as well as Perſia; 
but as moſt of thoſe articles are alſo imported into Buſhire (the 
Indian manufactures however, in ſmall quantities, but the others 
in a much larger proportion) it muſt be admitted, that ſome of 
thoſe neceſſary for the ſupply of the empire of Perſia (under ſuch 
a climate) muſt be of conſiderable value, and naturally entitled 
to a preference over woollens, or other European articles; whilſt, 
on the other hand, the products of Perſia are not ſuitable for 
the Indian markets. gy 
It has been found indeed by experience, that notwithſtanding 
the loſs, India is a conſtant drain upon Perſia for its gold and 
ſilver. This loſs is made good to the Indian merchant by a 
proportioned advance upon the price of the goods which he ſells; 
ut that loſs, ſo far from being compenſated to the European 
merchant, would become an addition to a burthen which is 
already too great. When your Committee ſtate, that the pro- 
_ dufts of Perkia are not ſuitable to the Indian markets, they beg 
to be underſtood in a comparative ſenſe only. The exact pro- 
portion cannot be aſcertained, although great pains have been 
beſtowed for the purpoſe; but there 1s reaſon to believe, that not 
one fifth part can be returned to India in the produce of Perſia. 
/ The -- 
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The remainder, or balance, muſt therefore be paid in the precious 
metals; for the rich and moſt valuable produRts of ſilks is in no 
demand. -, | Tk 

In addition to this conſtant drain upon the country mult be 
mentioned the pilgrimages made by the Perſians to Kuballey and 
Mecca, to which at leaſt 10,000 annually reſort; and it will be 
found, that if merchants require payment in gold or ſilver for 
articles which conſtitute, in the moſt favourable point of view, 
a forced trade, ſuch payment muſt produce an enormous loſs, or 
_ deduthon, from the current courſe of exchange. 3 

Having thus ſtated the difficulties which occur relative to the 
very ſlender means which Perſia poſſeſſes of paying for her 
imports from India, and which apply ſtill more forcibly to Great 
Britain, your Committee will proceed to the gd point, viz. the 
competition to be expected from European foreigners. _ 

In the year 1681, the Turkey merchants remonſtrated againſt 
the Eaſt India Company in particular for interfering with them 
in the fale of woollens in the northern parts of Perſia. At that 
period ſilks, carpets, &c. were in England, by which means 
returns could be ſecured. But the conteſt on the part of the 
Company, even at that time, was not for a beneficial market, 
being compelled by their charters to export manufaQtures and 
roduce to a certain amount; and which, as they could not ſell: 
in India, they were compelled to ſend woollens to Perſia, for the 
purpoſe of avoiding a total loſs. If the Turkey merchants 
could procure returns, and ſell the ſilks in the ſame proportions 
as formerly, they would be equally capable of extending their 
exports of woollens, &c. for the expence of carriage acroſs the 
deſerts, including the inſurance from riſk, and the * paid to 
the wandering tribes, &c. is very moderate. 5 

Unfortunately the ſilk manufacture has never been deemed 
an object worthy the protection of government in this country. 
The 2 duty paid on the importation of the raw material will 
always prevent the manufacturers from contending upon equal 
ground with thoſe of foreign nations; whilſt the produce of 
India and China, with a ſmall quantity from Italy, precludes 
the neceſſity of importing any from Perſia, and very little from 
Turkey, as heretofore, for our domeſtic conſumption, and for 
the little proportion of the export trade which we enjoy. 
France has purſued a different courſe; and the manufacture 
at Lyons, which owes its eſtabliſhment to one of the ableſt 
- miniſters that country ever boaſted, employs ſilk of every country 

and of every deſcription. The Perſian and Turkey filks are 
urchaſed from the merchant of Marſeilles, who receives them 
in return for the woollens and manufactures of France; which 
he had previouſſy exported. 
5 "TH * 
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In the north, Ruſſia is making rapid ftrides towards com- 
mercial pre-eminence; and at Moſcow, Perſian ſilk is ſold in 
large quantities, whilſt it is ſeldom, if ever, ſcen in London. 

It is in vain to contend againſt ſuch competitors; and there- 
fore, under all the circumſtances ſtated, your Committee are 
decidedly of opinion, that the export of Britiſh manufactures | 
and produce to Perſia by ſea cannot be increaſed, either by the 
Company or by individuals, until that empire, or the countries 

which ſurround it, ſhall obtain the bleſſings of a regular and 

eſtabliſhed government. j 3 8! | 

And even if that event ſhould ever happen, doubts muſt ſtill 
Temain whether Ruſſia, but more particularly France, will not 
always be enabled to ſupply Perſia with European goods upon 
better terms than Britiſh ſubje&s, for reaſons which have been 
fully ſtated in the preſent Report. - 


J. SMITH BURGES, 


JJ a —F(«@ Rt 
Eaſt India Houſe, JOHN MANSHIP, 
11th January 1792. IOHNHLNTER, 


W. ELPHIN STONE, 
HucH INGLIS, | 


POSTSCRIPT. 5 
SINCE the above Report was ſigned, information has been 
communicated to your Committee of the particulars of the 
cargoes of two Dutch ſhips bound to Japan, in the years 1770 
and 1775. Your Committee beg to add a copy of this informa- 
tion in the Appendix, No. 4. 


J. SMITH BURGES, 
oe ro 18 „„ Þ. BARING. 
Eaft India Houſs, JOHN MANSHIP, 

18th January, 1792. | JOHN HUNTER, 
W. ELPHINSTONE, 
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AP PENDI X, No. 1- 


EX TRACT of « a Paper reſpecting the Cargoes * Teventy-nine 
DUTCH SHIPS. 


AFTER the departure of the laſt ſhips from Batavia, ſeveral 
tonckes from China, Tonkeene, Teywan, were . and this 
ſeaſon 29 of them are arrived in Japan; viz. ' 


3 From Syam. 

3 From Cambodia, 

4 From Queenam. 

i From Luborne. 

3 From Tywan, by Anna. 
11 From Antray 

1 From Amew. 

2 From Outſeaw. 

1 From Nankeen, 

5 ed 5 


The firſt Ay from "OM the laſt year, and ſet out by che Moore 2 
Opera Cinneratt, and wintered in Queenam ; and the ſeaſon ar- 
rived in Japan the 11th July laſt, laden with the following goods : 


150,000 Cattees of Japan wood. 100 Pieces of alegirs con- 
533 Bundles of baſt, „„ 
brooms. _ 9 Pl. of cuſhion cloths. 
2,896 Buffalo horns. 3 Pl. of fennanges. 
1,000 Ca. cittaw. 5⁵ Pieces of camblets. 
150 Ca. caſſia linga. 2 Ca. of vermillion. 
650 Ca. horee borree. 50 Hare ſkins. 
2,456 Pieces of ſalempores. 130 Pl. hockins. 
185 Pots of nammarak. 6 Pl. pepetuanoes. 
72 Hart ſkins. 111 Packs with clappas 
100 Ca, of red earth. + thebls." 
17,000 Ca. of black ſugar. 550 Cattees of medicinal 
600 Cattees of pepper. „ drugs. 


The other two ſhips from Syam arrived in Japan the 2d and 6th 
of September, with the following goods : | 


| $4,600 Cattees old pinnang. 40, 900 Ca. pepper 


6,720 Ca. namarack. 
4,215 Pl. jamama. 
1,972 Pl. of cheman. 
250 Buck ſkins, 
14,700 Ca, tin, 


557400 Hare ſkins, | 


680 Ca. clappas oil. 
43 PI. of aleateeles. 
59 Ps. of ſaffaran. 

976 Ca. of drugs. 


17 5.836 
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15,336 Fiſh ſkins. 16 Ps. of maddap hunts, 
2,203 Buffalo horns. 74 Aligia condracks. 
660 Cow hides, 142,000 Ca. of white ſugar, 
| 11,200 Ca. canes. 28,400 Ca. of black ſugar. 
13,070 Ca. cupock, 9,360 Pieces of harts ſkins. 
20,700 Ca. re earch. | 140 Pieces of cobbittors. 
570 Pieces of ſandell wood, 650 Ca. of bark of trees, 
4-860 ol ivory. 300 Ca. of burnt allum. 
38 Ca. of rhinoſery. 100 Ca. of drugs. 
200 Ca. of agel wood. . 150 Ca. of gilligoom. 
78 Pl. of girlitts. . 100 Ca. of waſh. 
12 Pl. of gazeens, 20 Ca. of cloves. 


16 Ps. of red panices. 2 Cheſts of ſmall wares, 
2 Pl. of ſenangees. | | 


The three ſhips that came from Cambodia, and arrived in Japan 
the 5th, Sth, and 25th of Auguſt; the firſt was the toncke of the 
rich forſaken Chineſe Coquan, who, under pretence of being fick, 
hath obtained leave to remain yet a year in Japan: 18 lading of 
theſe 8 toncks were as followeth: 


92,710 Hart Kine. Thx - 35 by of callamback. 
2,607 Cow hides. | 60,000 Ca. of nammorack. 
83 Tiger ſkins, | 120 Ca. of caſſia lingua. 
522 Hare ſkins, | 20 Ca. of burneſa cam- 
1,520 Fiſh ſkins. | >, PRC. -- 
3,600 Buck ſkins, | 350 Ca. of ſpelter. 
2,745 Buffalo horns. | 500 Ca, of vermillion. 
33 Cattees of renoſſer horns 200 Ca. of radix china. 
08 Ca. and 2 pieces of ele- 20 Ca. of ſerpent wood. 
phants teeth. 5 Ca, of nephene. 
800 Ca. of hart ſkins. = 2,000 Ca. of drugs, 
35. c Ca. of cambodia nuts, 330 Ca. of wrt. ſilk. 
71, 400 Ca, of black ſugar. co Ca. of ſitta v. 
13, 300 Ca. of white ſugar. 12 Ca. of ſewing ſilk. 
2, 200 Ca. of ſugar candy. 75,593 Pieces of ſilł nuff. 
20, o00 Ca, of ſappan wood. 65 Pl. of camblets. 
5,300 Ca, of wath. 325 Pl. coarſe cloth. 
300 Ca. of pepper. 100 Ca, of gold thread. 
63 Ca. of cloves. 100 Ca. of cupock. 5 
210 Ca. of 7. N 20 > Cheſts of ima Wares, 


The four jonckes of Queenam arrived i in Japan 19th, 224, and 5 
37ſt August, with cheſe goods: | 


1,010 Ca. of 8 31,080 Ca. of pepper. 
1,100 Ca. of ſerpent wood. 1, 500 Ca. of ſpelter. 

373 Pieces of ebony. 22,044 Fiſh ſkins. 
21,700 Ca. of pammerack. | 1784 Hare ſkins, 


2,723. 
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2,722 Cow hides, 
| 8 Elephant teeth. 
9,427 Buffaloes horns. 
30,260 Ca. of white ſugar. 
122,000 Ca. of black ſugar. 16,290 Ca. of drugs. 


150 Ca. of ſugar candy. 13,520 Ca. of ſellaw. 


7,890 Ca. of cotton wool, in 1,387 Pieces of filk Ruffs, 
5 14 * | 


800 Ca. of radix China- 
16,200 Ca. of cambodia nuts. 
61,801 Ca. of bark of trees. 

200 Ca, of yellow filk. 


The joncke from Luborne arrived at Japan 22d Auguſt, with 


111 Pieces of ſilk ſtuffs, 
150 Ca. of radix china, 
600 Ca. of nammarack. 
| 42,000 Ca. of white ſugar. 
2 3,000 Gn. of black ſugar. 


900 Ca. of ſugar candy. 
4.000 Ca. of ſpelter. 
150 Ca. of tea. 
2 Cheſts with ſmall ware. 
230 Ch of OM 


The hive jonckes 5055 Tywan, which arrived at Japan 2 230, 


"_ and 26th July, bringing as followeth : 


51 Ca. of vermillion. 
7,760 were of 10 Ca. of ſerpent wood. 
| oo, go Ca. of white ſugar, 11 Ca. of niffen roots. 
therein 10,800 of For- 20, 400 Ca. of drugs. 
moſa. 5 1,350 Ca. of radix china. 
. 37,000 Ca. of black ſugar. 150 Ca. of gold thread. 
1,700 Ca. of ſuzar candy. 
3,0 2 Fiſh ſkins. 
5, 100 Ca. of nammarack. 


51, 200 Hart ſkins, whereof 


200 Ca. of white ſilks. 
294 Pieces of ſilk ſtuffs. 
48, 400 Ca. of ſappan wood. 2.091 Pieces of hempen cloth. 

125 Hare ſkins. 1,014 Ps. of callicoes and 
2,000 Ca. of ſpelter. | „„ Wie 


The remaining 15.1 which came from China, and arrived at Japan, 


: brought 


45,701 Cas. wrt, ſilk. 
450 Ca. of tonken ſilk. 
2,930 Ca. of ſewing ſilk. 
10,385 Pelings. 
43 Queenam pelings. 
10,840 Geelems. 
30, 955 Pancies. 


213 Striped filk ſtuffs. 
887 Cuſhion cloths. 
35 Cloths of gold. 

60 Pl. ſallampores. 
15869 Ps. cotton linen. 
16, 502 Ps. of hempen cloths. 
1,265 Ps. of camblets. 


27 Cheſts of ſmall wares. 


5,039 Scowells. 
2,394 Sattins. 
347 Velvets. 

57 Embredors, 
256 Damaſks, 
246 Gaylſon. 


40 Thread ſeſtentines. 
4 Ps. of Chineſe ſerge. 


24 Senangees. 


4 Fabbettaes. 


4.500 Cattees of cotton. 


15 Ells of black cloth. 
8 Ca. 


124 
8 Ca. of watton. 
791,160 Ca, of white ſugar. 
160,010 Ca. of black ſugar. 
42,070 Ca. of ſtick ſugar. 
18,080 Ca. of ſappan wood. 
36,650 Ca. of ſpelter. 
3,540 In 6 pots of namarack. 
9,150 Ca. of waſh. 
2,225 Ca. of China roots. 
71 Ca. of nuce roots. 
273 Ca. of fine cloves. 
93 Ca. of muſk. 
300 Ca. of allum. 
50 Ca. of burnt allum. 
238 Ca. of vermillion. 
$00 Ca. of ſittaw. 
250 Ca. of China dye. 
530 Ca. of tea. 
100 Ca. of boreaux. 
1,000 Ca. of bark of trees. 
7 Ca. of dye ſtuff. 


230 bundles of gold 
thread. 
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100 Ca. of ſerpent wood, 
100 Ca. of callambacca, 
75,280 Ca. of drugs. 
2,700 Spectacles. 
84 Tea pots. 
_ 2 Cheſts with books. 
670 Bundles with China 
paper. 
74,260 Hart ſkins. 
905 Filh ſkins. 
3-375 Jammamies. 
3,173 Cobbettoes. 
70 Cow hides. 
150 Buck ſkins. 
20 Cheſts china. 
1 50 Chiman. 
5 Hare ſkins. 


$,450 Ca. pepper. 


1,178 Buffalo horns. 


1,440 Ca. of elephant teeth, 
400 Ca. caſſia lingua. 


192 Cheſts of {mall wares. 
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e No. 4. 


1 CARGO of a DUTCH SHIP bound to APA 
1 In the Year 1770 


Lead Tin, Quantity not ſpecified. 


_ Powder Sugar lg 


5.326 Peculs. 


Sapan Wood 5 40 
%%% ˙ð— ä ũ᷑ͤͥ d ͤ TW 
VVV. ͤ ĩͤ Ow” 50 
Pepper! „5 20. | 
Oo ˙rm ,! m8 2 11 | 4 
H ; VVV 27 
1 Tortoiſe Shell %% þ 
Cotton Larn 8 11 
Fiſh Skins - = 2 2 4 3 
Mother of Pearl Shells on” 4 
Cloth 5 — „3 Pieces. 
Looking Glaſſes F = 69 


caRO Ca a DUTCH SHIP t JAPAN in the 


Hear 1775. 
7 \ Fe | 5 
; Silver 1 3M — — - = - 23 Cheſts. 
. er ms BY Peculs. 
4 ED 
Blue 2 VCC - 1 
„ͤ = + 5 a 
| Tin Tied is teria - 2,494 | 
Camblets 8 „„ — — 5 7 Pieces. 
= 


' 
j 
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Ms. DUNDAS's LETTER 
Ma. BARING, 


EAST-INDIA TRADE. 


THIS DOCUMENT, SO GENERALLY INTERESTING, WILL 
GIVE OUR READERS THE CLEAREST STATEMENT OF 
THE IDEAS OF MINISTERS UPON THE EXCLUSIVE 
TRADE OF OUR COMPANY TO INDIA, 


A VARIETY of 3 avocations have prevented me 


from returning an earlier anſwer to your Letter of the 


17th of January, incloſing © Hints for the purpoſe of forming 
an Arrangement for the Renewal of the Company's excluſive 


„Trade.“ I ſhall now ſtate to you a few obſervations on the 


objects of that Paper; and, I truſt, by doing fo explicitly, it may 


enable the Court of Direftors to take the ſubjett under their 
conſideration more in detail than has hitherto been done. As I 
mean in the obſervations I am now to offer, to ſubmit my 
general ideas on the ſubject, without concert (it not being yet 


matured for ſuch concert) with the reſt of his Majeſty's Confi- 


dential Servants, I muſt reſerve the privilege of reconſidering 


any of the points on which I may have occaſion to give an 
opinion, if upon farther reflection I ſhall lee caule to alter it in 
any reſpect. 


The Hints tranſmitted to me are claſſed under three ſeparate 
heads, and I ſhall obſerve upon them in the ſame order. | 

With regard to the firſt, viz. + The Government of India 
„ with the Conduct and Management of the Territorial Reve- 
40 nues,” I find it unneceſlary to trouble you with any detail in 
the 
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the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs. If the mode at preſent adopted 
for the Government of India is to be examined on any princi- 
ples of general theory, it may be liable to many criticiſms; but 
it has been proved, by experience, to anſwer the purpoſe of a 
ſucceſsful and proſperous adminiſtration of our India affairs; 
and under theſe circumſtances it ſeems much wiſer to found on 
the baſis of eſtabliſhed ſyſtems, than to ſubſtitute in their room 
the moſt plauſible untried theories. It may perhaps be thought 
right to make ſome variations on the preſent torm of the Board 
of Commiſſioners for India affairs; but as theſe will not vary 
any of the general principles by which the buſineſs is at preſent 
conducted, through a Board of Commiſhon and the Court of 
Directors, it is unneceſſary in the preſent general ſketch of the 
ſubject, to enter more minutely into that detail. 
The ſecond head is a conſideration of great importance, and 
upon which there is undoubtedly great difference of opinion ; 
but meaning frankly to throw out the opinion I at preſent enter- 
tain, I am tree to ſay, that, under all circumſtances, the advan- 
tages of continuing trade under an excluſive charter do, in my 
judgment, greatly outweigh the force of any objections which 
have reached me on the ſubject of the Indian monopoly; and 
I am ſanguine enough in my opinion to believe, that when the 
ſubject is canvaſſed to the bottom, the merchants and manufac- 
turers of Great Britain and Ireland, who are ſuppoſed to be the 
moſt intereſted in the deciſion of this queſtion, will concur with 
me in that opinion. But in delivering this opinion, I deſire to 
be underſtood as ſpeaking of a regulated monopoly; by which 
e eg I mean, that the monopoly mult be ſo regulated as to 
_ enſure to the merchants and manufacturers the certain and 
ample means of exporting to India, to the full extent of the 
demand of that country for the manufattures of this, and like- 
wiſe a certainty that in ſo far as the produce of India affords raw 
materials for the manufactures of Great Britain or Ireland, that 
produce ſhall be brought home at a rate as reaſonable as the 
circumſtances of the two countries will admit of. | 
In ſtating this obſervation, I am not bringing forward any 
Jealouſy that I perſonally entertain on the ſubject; for the know- _ 
| ledge I have derived of your affairs, by the experience I have 
had in the Government of India, has enabled me to witneſs the 
great exertions and improvements you have made in the con- 
duct of your commerce, with a view to the very objects in queſ- 
tion; but the fact is notorious, that a clandeſtine trade to a con- 
ſiderable extentis certainly carried on between Europe and India, 
on a capital provided by Britiſh ſubjetts, both in Britain and 
India. And ſo long as that trade continues the public will not 
be ſatisfied that every thing has been done by the Eaſt India 
, „ Company. 
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Company that can be done; and, of courſe, will not be ſatisfied 
.with the continuance of a monopoly, unlels they are experiment- 
ally convinced, by ſome mode or other, that the two objects, 
both of export and import, to which I have referred, are fecur- 
ed by arrangements ſufhciently adequate to the purpole. I cer- 
tainly will not take upon me finally to form an opinion on this 
ſubject, without a full conference with you and the Committee 
of the Court of Directors. But my preſent ſentiment is, that 
the eſſential objetts to which I have referred, can only be accom- 
pliſhed by the Eaſt India Company; affording an additional 
tonnage adequate to the exports from Britain and Ireland, and 
to the imports from India; and this muſt be done at a rate of 
freight ſo reaſonable as to ſatisfy the merchants and manufac- 
turers of this country, that the effect of the monopoly of the 
Eaſt India Company 1s not calculated to bring an unneceſſary, 
and, of courſe, an unjuſt burthen on the manufacturing intereſt 
of Great Britain and Ireland. And I have the leſs diſſiculty in 
holding out this idea, becaule it is obvious, that if the trade of 
the Eait India Company is conducted on true commercial prin- 
ciples, they can afford to be the carriers both of European and 
Indian goods cheaper than any individual merchant or trader 
canon his own private capital. N . 
In this view of the queſtion, the propoſition ſeems reaſonable 
on both ſides; for it the exporter of Britiſh goods, and the im- 
porter of Indian raw materials, can accompliſh both objects at an 
expence more moderate than he himſelf can afford to do it, he 
can have no reaſon to complain of the Company's monopoly ; 
and, on the other hand, if the Eaſt India Company do not con- 
tribute their aid in thoſe eſſential ſubjects, by furniſhing treight 
at a cheaper rate than any individual can do upon his own bot- 
tom, it is a proof that the allegation of the Company's trade not 
being conducted upon the true principles of commercial econo- 
my, is better founded than I am at preſent diſpoſed to believe it 
to be. I am aware that there may be dithculties in the execu- 
tion of this propoſition, even admitting the principle to be a juſt 
one: but theſe are more properly the ſubject of future confer— 
ence. I am ſatisfied the difficulties are not inſurmountable; 
and I am ſure it is the duty, as it muſt be the inclination of the 
Eaſt India Company, to ſmooth, to the utmoſt of their power, 
every difficulty that may occur in this eſſential part of any future 
arrangement, | 5 | 1 
Under the third head, you refer to ſuch regulations and 
details as attach to India and to Europe. 7 55 
In ſo far as relates to general regulations for the good govern- 
ment of India, or the proſperity of its inhabitants, it would be 
foreign to the object of this letter to enter upon them, as my 
| view, 


are inſeparably connected together. 
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view, at preſent, is merely to refer to thoſe points in which the 


Eaſt India Company, as a commercial body, are concerned; 
and therefore, I proceed to notice the points particularly ſpeci- 
fied by you. I muſt, however, conſider them jointly, for they 


With this view, I refer you to the preſent ſtate of your affairs, | 


as they appear on the face of your own accounts; and the con- 
cluſion reſulting from the whole is, that after nw er dy annu- 


ally at leaſt C. $00,000 of your Indian debt, and after paying 


charges of merchandize, dividends upon ſtock, and every other 


burthen at home, there remains a ſurplus of above C. 700,000. 
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When ! ſtate this as the ſurplus, I am viewing your trade in its 
moſt unfavourable light, and without taking into my account 
the improvement of your trade, the diminution of your expences, 
or any other of the many circumſtances, which-ſatisfy me that 


Lam conſiderably under the mark, when 1 do not ſtate the full 


 4axplus at more than C. 1,200,000. 


Taking it, however, at that ſum, the queſtion is, how it is to 


be diſpoſed of? And I have no heſitation in giving it as my jd 


opinion, that the Proprietors ought to have a dividend of ten, in 
place of eight, per Cent, on their capital. I am induced to be 


of this opinion, becauſe I obſerve, on a retroſpective view of 


their affairs, that eight per Cent. was rather Jeſs than their com- 
mercial dividend, upon an average, before they obtained the 


| poſſeſſion of th tertorial revenues; and conlitering the many 


ruggles in which the Company have been engaged, and the 


many riſques their poſſeſſions, their trade, and of courſe their 


capital, have undergone, it would be unjuſt if they were not to 
reap the advantage of the additional dividend, which the ſituation 


of their affairs certainly admits of. 


I am aware that the payment of the creditors of the e 


is the firſt object of attention; but it will be obſerved, that theſe 


objects do not interfere with each other; for at the ſame time 
that this additional dividend is paid to the proprietors, the debts 
abroad will be reduced to the ſum of three millions, as rapid] 


y 
and perhaps more ſo, than the creditors would wiſh for: and I 


have no doubt in ſtating, that it is in many views eligible and 


convenient, that there ſhould be a debt in India to the amount of 
three millions, and therefore it ſhould not be reduced below that 


ſum. _ 


With regard to the debt at home, you will obſerve, that in the 


view I am now taking of the ſubjett, I exclude from my con- 


hideration, firſt, a ſum equal in amount to the debt due by 
Government to the Company, leaving that to be ſet off againſt 
the annuity due, or that may be ſold by the Company. Second- 
ly, I leave out the capital due to the proprietors of India Stock, 
| | 8 - amounting 
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amounting to C. 5,000,000, and ſuch floating debts as occur in 
the common courſe of your buſineſs, amounting by laſt ſtatement 
to f. 2, 464,579, becauſe a full equivalent for both of theſe will 
be found in the aſſets of the Company at home, afloat, and 
abroad, amounting by the laſt ſtatement, to £.12.914,854, exclu- 
{ive of the debts owing to the Company in India. 

With theſe deductions, the debt of the Company at home, 
including the debt transferred from India, will nut exceed four 
millions. 

I take it for granted, the Company will never bink of reduc- 
ing this debt lower than J. 1,500,000, which they will circulate 
in bonds; and therefore the whole of the debt, for which provi- 
ſion is to be made, is C. 2,500,000. Two methods ſuggeſt 
themſelves for the diſcharge of this ſum. —Firit, by increaſing | 
the capital of the Company one million, by which two millions 
may be raiſed for the extinction of the debt ; and in that caſe 
the ſubſcribers to this additional capital, whether it be the pre- 
ſent Proprietors, or a new ſet of ſubſcribers, will receive the 
ſame dividend as I propole that the Proprietors ſhould receive 
on the old capital. The other method is by funding this debt, 

and paying it off by inſtalments, which would be completed in 
a few years. I certainly, for many reaſons, prefer the firſt of 
_ theſe methods; but one or other of them mall be adopted—tor it 
would be improper, in the preſent moment, to leave ſo Jarge a 
quantity of bonded debt floating in the market. 

I muſt now proceed to bring under your view the claim of 
the public, for a participation in the free ſurplus which I have 
ſlated to exiſt on an accurate balance of your affairs; and hav- 
ing admitted the juſt claims of the creditors of the Company to 
a preference, and given a due attention to the fair expectations 
of the Proprietors, to an increaſe of Dividend, I have no heſita- 


tion in ſtating, that the public has an irreſiſtible claim to an ample Fe, 


| ſhare of the remaining ſurplus, 
With this view you will recollect, that the public has always 
maintained, and the ableſt lawyers have recognized, 1ts right to 
the territorial revenues which have been obtained in India, either 
by ceſſion or conqueſt, and the adminiſtration of thoſe revenues 
has been permitted to remain in the hands of the Company, 
without any ſurrender of that claim on the part of the public. 
In truth, the public never can ſurrender it; and if ever the pre- 
ſent ſyllem of Indian Government ſhould be changed, and a new 
mode of remittance adopted, other than through the medium of 
the Eaſt India Company, it would render it neceſſary to enter 
into a very complicated inveſtigation and adjuſtment of the 
claims of the public, limited 7 many fair pretenſions on the part 
ol the Eaſt India Company. 


1 have | 


FEB. 179g. JOURNAL. 135 


J have beſtowed much conſideration on the mode and nature 
of ſuch an adjuſtment; but I have no heſitation in declaring, 
that the various difficulties which would attend ſuch an arrange- 
ment are among many of the forcible reaſons which operate on 
my mind, for being of opinion, that the preſent mode of Indian 
Government, and the preſent mode of Indian remittance, by 
means of an excluſive Company, acting on a large and well- 
eſtabliſhed capital, 1s far preferable to any new ſyſtem that could 
be ſuggeſted. This, however, does not render it leſs neceſſary 
to give a liberal attention to the intereſt the public has in the 
territorial revenues, which, as you well know, form an eſſential 
part of the preſent commercial capital of the Eaſt India Com- 

any. 3 5 
K What I have juſt ſtated refers, in a great meaſure, though not 
wholly, to the Indian part of your trade; but the concluſion I 
have drawn, applies with equal force to the China branch of it, 
for you cannot omit to take under your conſideration how much 
the value of that trade has been augmented by the Commutation 
Act; but in order to ſecure that object, it was neceſſary for the 
public to burden itſelf with the other duties, to the annual 

amount of f. 500,000 ſterling. 5350 

Under theſe circumſtances, I think the public is juſtly war- 
ranted to expect a ſum of participation, not leſs than . 500,000, 
if that ſum {hall remain, after anſwering the other claims to 

Which I have allowed a preference. un hen 
It may appear premature to enter into a diſcuſſion, what fur- 
ther appropriation may be proper, after thoſe purpoſes are 
anſwered to which I have already referred; but I am perfectly 
convinced, that the ſurplus both in India and Europe is taken 
at too low a ſum; and, at any rate will, in a very ſhort time, be 
clearly above what it is now ſtated, ſo ſoon as the revenues of 

India, and the ſurplus at home, are relieved of the burden with 

which they are encumbered at the early ſtage of the arrange- 
ment under conſideration. I therefore, even in the preſent 
moment, have no heſitation in bringing forward my opinion, as 


applicable to an ulterior period; and my opinion is, that any 


further ſurplus ſhould be appropriated in ſuch a manner, as to 
__ Operate as a guarantee for the capital ſtock of the Eaſt-India 
| Company; ib from any accidents or unforeſeen calamities, 
either the capital itſelf ſhall be deteriorated, or there ſhould not 

be the means of keeping up a dividend on the capital, equal to 
what is now propoſed. I ſhall be ready to detail, in any future 
conference I may hold with you, my ideas more at large on this 
part of the ſubject; but it is impoſſible to doubt, that if ſuch a 
collateral ſecurity can be carried into practical execution, it 
| . S2 - TO would 
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would tend, in the higheſt degree, to preſerve the credit of the 
Company's ſtock, and to protett the Proprietors from the dan- 
ger which the uninformed, and unwary among them, mult always 


be expoſed to, when the ſtock is liable to ſudden and unexplained 


fluctuations. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient humble ſervant, | 
HENRY DUNDAS. 
Whitchall, Feb, 16, 1593. 
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5 
CONCISE STATEMENT 
OF yk 


AST INDIA COMPANY's IN COME; 


| WITH THE 
HEADS OF THE. AGREEMENT 


FOR THEIR 


NEW CHARTER. 


STATEMENT. 


TIE net annual income in rents and | 1 
Profits of trade, taken in the moſt un- . Z + 
_ favourable light to the Company, and | + 5 
ſuppoſed to be en 88 * 188 | | 
mark, is rated at -| — 12,329,164 
At preſent, ſubje& only to the payments 4 
following; v1z. „„ 


Intereſt of F. 3.200, ooo on bond. ä 
4 per — ow; | 128,000 | 
Ditto of £.6,669,082, due io "Coda, ts © 
various rates, making on the medium ] 
about 82 per Cent. . 561929 = 
Dividend of 8 per Cent. on | preſent ca- „ 
pital of five millions ( 400, ooo 


ROO 1,089,993 | 
Leaving a net annual ſurplus of — | 1,939,241 


| HEADS 
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As far as it has yet proceeded. 


. 6. 9 
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| Jo : 
THE trade to and from India 1s to be fo far laid open as to 
admit of a free exportation, by private perſons on their own. 
| account, of any goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of Great Britain or Ireland, and of a free importation of ſuch 
ſorts of the raw materials of the Eaſt Indies as are uſed in our 
own manufactures, according to a liſt or tariff thereof to be in- 
ſerted in the act of parliament; or in the alternative, the Com- 
pany are to give bills payable in London for the produce of the 
goods exported. e e 
The Eaſt India Company ſhall be obliged to provide ſhip. 
ping for the carriage of the private trade, at as low a freight as 
it could be furniſhed by private merchants ; and to licenſe a pro- 
per number of agents to reſide at the Company's ſettlements, 
under their protection, for the management of the private 
trade. „„ 5 „5 
ET 3 „„ 5 = 
If under Lord Macartney's embaſſy to China any new ſet- 
tlements ſhall be obtained in the Eaſtern Iflands, whereby pew 
channels of trade may be advantageouſly opened for a further 
export of Britiſh and Iriſh goods, Parliament in that caſe re- 
ſerves full power to open the trade to China, to ſuch an extent 
as in its wiſdom ſhall be thought proper. 55 


BH IV, 
Subject to the above preliminaries, the Company's term in 
the excluſive trade is to be enlarged for twenty years, com- 
mencing from the giſt of March, 1794, making in the whole, 
from this time, twenty-one years — ITS 


OY 3 
The Eaſt India Company ſhall forthwith add, by new ſubſcrip- 
tions, one million to their capital ſtock, for augmenting it to 
ſix millions ſterling, and apply the produce thereof, with a ſuf- 
ficient part of the caſh in their treaſury, in the immediate diſ- 
bn ho - charge 
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charge of a debt of J. 600,000, due from them to the Bank; 
and in reducing their bond debt to one million and a halt, be- 
yond which it is not again to be raiſed. 

Inſtead of the preſent dividend at eight per cent. on the capi- 


tal of five millions, the Company ſhall for the future have a 


priority of payment of a dividend of ten per cent. on the in- 


| creaſed capital of fix millions. 


Pn es . 
That J. 500,000 a year ſhall be converted into a ſinking fund, 


for the gradual diſcharge of the India debt to three millions; 
below which, it is not thought prudent to reduce it. 


VIII. 


0 That 4 500,000 a year ſhall be paid into the Exchequer, by 
quarterly payment, for the uſe of the public, to commence and 
be accounted due from Midſummer next. | 


Laſtly, The further reſulting ſurplus is to be appropriated _ 


for the benefit of the public and of the Company, in ſuch man- 
ner as Parliament ſhall think fit, but ſo that whatever ſhare of 
it ſhall be paid to the Exchequer, the public ſhall have the uſe _ 
of it without intereſt ; but nevertheleſs to be deemed liable to 


the calls of the Company upon any preſſing emergency, and 
held alſo as a collateral ſecurity for the payment of their 


_ dividends, 1 


N. B. It has not yet been adjuſted with Government, what 


proportion of the remaining ſurplus ſhall be paid into the Ex- 
chequer, or if any part of it ſhall be retained as a further divi- 

dend to the Proprietors. By the rapid extinction of the India 
debt, carrying ſo large a rate of intereſt as 84 per Cent. and by 


the intended ſavings of freight, and other plans of economy, 


the remaining ſurplus muſt ſoon become very large. The ſink- 
ing kund for the India debt will itſelf become part of it in the 
ſpace of ſix years, if that debt ſhould not be again increafed. 


It is therefore to be preſumed, that the Company will find no 
difficulty in prevailing in the juſt and reaſonable expectations 
they have formed, of a ſtill further contingent dividend on their 

ſurplus, whereof, even as it lands - 
at preſent, there will be left C. 107,241, unappropriated either 


Net 
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Net income as above — Py — 9 | 2,329,164 | 3 


;  Whereout, „ 


Intereſt of the debt in India | 561,923 
Intereſt of bond debt reduced to | 


27) - 
Dividend of . 10 per Cent. on the os 
cupital of fix millions - = =— | 600,000] 


2,221,923 


Sinking fund for the India debt — — 500,000 
To be paid to the public - = -| g00,000| 


— —᷑b — 


The preſent unappropriated annual ſur- | : 
/ OF 


| 107,941. 
This ſurplus muſt, by the decreaſe of intereſt paid in India 
alone, on the gradual liquidation of that debt, accumulate ra- 

pidly and progreſſively, without reckoning on any increaſe of 
revenue, or ſavings at home or abroad in the management of 
the trade (the probability of which is known to be very con- 

ſiderable in amount). The following was ſtated to the Houſe 
of Commons as the progreſſive unappropriated annual ſurplus, 
from the preſent time to the year 1802; viz 


c 


f In 1794 1 SG af 1255 _ — 147,241 | 
4 Tn 2796 ˖ — =, 187,941 
I” i | " In 1796 | * — 8 * - 227,241 i 
ü | | In 1797 — | - 3 — 267,241 
/! >. r - oa 
kk OD 
irs | | e A In 1800 5 e - | * 387,241 CER 
13 TSS 31. IF EE + Toe 
4 5 And, In 1802, when the payment of the =» 
11 | I India debt will have cealed - - 987,241 
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